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Authority of the Lord’s Supper. 


Is an essay on religious rites, in the last number of 
the Miscellany, it was proposed to consider in some 
future ones, the authority, nature, design, efficacy, 
and obligation of that rite of christianity, which we 
usually denominate the Lord’s Supper. 

First of all it is necessary to settle the authority of 
this rite.“”We must determine whether our Saviour 
did, or did not intend, that such a form should be ob- 
served by his followers, before we can, with any pro- 
priety, enter into an investigation of its influences 
and effects; for though it might be proved that many 
good results would arise from our calling to remem- 
brance by some outward signs the death of our Sa- 
viour, there is no reason why the form of eating bread 
and drinking wine should be adopted in preference to 
several others. And even if it could be shown that 
such a form was the best possible manner of com- 
memorating that great event, still would it be de- 
ficient in the dignity and high obligation, which must 


necessarily belong to a command of Jesus Christ. It 
1 
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Authority of the Lord's Supper. 3 


but when we are to decide what is, and what is not, 
a precept, doctrine, or ordinance of our religion, we 
are without excuse if we resort to any authorities but 
the sacred books of that religion, or are satisfied with 
any decisions but such as those books contain. What- 
ever the streams may be, we shall be sure to quench 
our thirst purely at the fountain head. 

The history of the institution of the Lord’s Supper 
is given by four of the sacred writers, and may be 
found in the twenty-sixth chapter of Matthew, from 
the twenty-sixth to the twenty-ninth verse; in the four- 
teenth chapter of Mark, from the twenty-second to 
the twenty-fifth verse; in the twenty-second chapter of 
Luke, from the nineteenth to the twenty-first verse; 
and in the first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, the 
eleventh chapter, from the twenty-third to the twenty- 
seventh verse. These are the accounts, and the only 
accounts of this transaction, which are given in the 
Scriptures; they will therefore be my only authorities 
in attempting to ascertain its true nature and design; 
and as I shall have frequent occasion to refer to them, 
I shall quote them at length, in the order in which they 
stand. 

The account of Matthew is as follows; 

‘And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took 
the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, say- 
ing, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new 


testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.” 


The words of Mark beara close resemblance to those 
of Matthew. 
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Authority of the Lord’s Supper. 5 


These are the histories which we have of the Last Sup- 
per; and from these it may be clearly proved, that Je- 
sus laid an injunction on the twelve disciples to repeat 
the ceremony of eating bread and drinking wine in re- 
membrance of him; and also, that the same injunction 
was designed to be obligatory on all his disciples, in 
every succeeding age; in short, that the Lord’s Supper 
is an established rite of the Christian religion. 

In the first place, it may be clearly proved from these 
accounts, that our Saviour intended that the disciples 
who were then with him, should repeat the ceremony 
of eating bread, and drinking wine, for the express 
purpose of recalling him vividly to their memories, 
when he should be no more among them. What other 
construction, indeed, can the words be made to bear? 
‘‘And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave unto them, saying, This is my body, which is 
given for you.” ‘Thus far, a present action only is de- 
scribed; Jesus broke the bread, and gave it to his dis- 
ciples, that they might eat it at that time. But he im- 
mediately adds, ‘*This do, in remembrance of me.’ 
These words, surely, can have no relation to their eat- 
ing the bread at that time; for how could they eat it 
in remembrance of him, before he was taken away from 
them? We cannot be said to do any thing in remem- 
brance of our friends, while they are with us, and in 
our sight. It is not till they have gone to distant re- 
gions, or to the unseen world, that their memory be- 
gins to live and be cherished in our hearts. It was not, 
therefore, till after Jesus had surrendered his life on 
the cross, had ascended to the bosom of his Father, 
and had left his disciples without their master and 


guide, that they could perform any action in remem- 
1* 
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Authority of the Lord’s Supper. 7 


wine, at successive and discretionary periods, in re- 
membrance of our Lord? In determining this, as well 
as the former question, we must refer to the Scripture 
histories. 

In the accounts of Matthew and Mark we are inform- 
ed, that the reason which Jesus gave for commanding 
his disciples to drink wine in remembrance of him was, 
that his blood, of which it was the representative and 
symbol, was to be ‘*shed for many;”—not for them 
alone, but for many, that is, for all who would make 
use of the inestimable advantages, which the death of 
Christ places within our power of application. This 
reason addresses itself to us, with as much force as to 
the apostles. The blood of Christ was shed for us, 
as well as for them. The just one expired on the cross, 
and descended into the tomb, that he might secure, by 
his resurrection, for us, as well as for them, the hope, 
and the pledge, of immortality. Now, if we will re- 
flect, that the above mentioned reason applies equally 
to all Christians, and that the celebration of the Sup- 
per is not, by the least word or intimation, limited to 
the apostles, the result of our reflections must be, that 
all of us, who call ourselves Christians, are required, 
as positively as they were who sat at the table with 
their master, to eat bread and drink wine, as symbols 
of the body which was broken, and the blood which 
was shed, for all. 

This result will receive confirmation, when we con- 
sider, that our Saviour blessed and distributed the 
bread and wine, while he was keeping the Jewish Pass- 
over with his disciples. This festival commemorated 
the deliverance of the Israelites out of Egypt; and as 
that event was an occasion of lively gratitude to the 
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Authority of the Lord’s Supper. 9 


words;* ‘*The cup of blessing, which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread, 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body 
of Christ? For we, being many, are one bread and one 
body, for we are all partakers of that one blood.” 
Here we have an unquestionable allusion to the sacra- 
ment of the Supper, as an acknowledged, undoubted, 
and universally celebrated, ordinance of Christianity. 
And all the instructions and rebukes of the apostle, 
in the succeeding chapter, go upon the constant sup- 
position, that they to whom he was writing had been 
long accustomed to the performance of the rite, and 
that they considered it as much a command of the 
Saviour, as they did the injunction to love one another. 
If it was a command to them, it is a command to us; 
for it has been abrogated by no subsequent command, 
er circumstance. 

In the second place, we have, in the eleventh chap- 
ter, the assertion of an apostle, that Jesus himself 
taught him the manner and the object of this institution. 
‘“‘T have received of the Lord,” says he, ‘*that which 
also I delivered unto you.” This assertion ought to be 
completely satisfactory and conclusive. If the primi- 
tive Christians had been mistaken in the meaning 
which they attributed to the words of Jesus, those words 
would never have been repeated by Jesus himself, with- 
out an explanation of them, and a correction of the 
error. If Jesus had intended that the twelve disciples 
alone should remember him in the rite of his Supper, 
he would not have enjoined its performance on St. 
Paul, as that apostle was not one of the original disci- 
ples. If St. Paul had ‘*received of the Lord” the ordi< 


* Chap. x, verses 16, 17, 
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Authority of the Lord’s Supper. il 


communication to the apostle of the Gentiles, took no 
notice of any such misapprehension; which he certainly 
would have done, had it existed. 

But, in support of the assumption, it has been said, 
that no command is implied in the phrase, as oft as ye 
drink it, and therefore no obedience could be expected. 
There seems to me to be no force in this argument, 
whatever. If the abservance of the rite was meant to 
be entirely optional, the phrase would have been, 
‘‘This do ye, if ever ye should drink it,” or something 
to the same effect. But the other mode of expression, 
‘sas oft as ye drink it,” plainly implies a confident ex- 
pectation that they would perform the rite, and that 
frequently. 

Another objection which has been advanced is, that 
as much reason exists for observing the washing of one 
another’s feet, as an instituted rite of our religion, as 
for partaking of bread and wine. It is urged that the 
action of Jesus, in washing his disciples’ feet, as re- 
corded in the thirteenth chapter of John, was accom- 
panied with as remarkable circumstances, and as strong 
injunctions, as those which attended his celebration of 
the Paschal Supper; that each step of the transaction 
is as carefully particularized, such as his laying by his 
garments, girding himself with a towel, pouring out 
the water, washing their feet, and wiping them; and 
that the injunction, ‘‘If I, your lord and master, have 
washed your feet, ye ought also to wash one another’s 
feet,” is as forcible as that conveyed in the words, 
‘‘Do this in remembrance of me.’’* 


* These objections are chiefly made by the Quakers, See the thir- 
teenth Proposition of Barelay’s Apology. 
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Authority of the Lord’s Supper. 13 


enforcing on their minds the striking consideration, 
that if he, their lord and master, exhibited such a proof 
of condescension, they ought surely to follow his exam- 
ple toward their equals, and exercise the same gentle 
and lowly temper in their intercourse with each other. 
His example, in this respect, was no authority fora 
religious ceremony, simply because he did not. teach 
his disciples so to regard it. He performed the action, 
not for the purpose of commanding its repetition, but 
of taking occasion to explain its moral design; not to 
institute a rite, but to inculcate a Christian temper 
and duty. ‘‘Do this in remembrance of me,” is a posi- 
tive command to perform an action, which, in itself, 
would indicate no particular moral disposition. ‘‘Ye 
also ought to wash one another’s feet,”’ is the recom- 
mendation of an action, which, like many others of a 
similar nature, would be a proof of an amiable temper, 
and a good heart. 

There remains a consideration, which will easi'» <e- 
cide the question, if there should still any question 
exist on the subject. We have not the least hint, that 
the primitive Christians ever observed such a rite as 
that of washing one another’s feet. If they had failed 
in their duty in this respect, it is most reasonable to 
suppose, that in the instructions given by our Saviour 
to St. Paul, he would, while sanctioning the obseryance 
of one rite, have explained his intentions with regard to 
the other. 

As the objections which have been stated, therefore, 
appear to have no force, the arguments for the authority 
of the Lord’s Supper remain unaffected. 
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Unreasonableness of worldly Anxiety. 15 


with an envious eye on the condition of your rich neigh- 
bour, who, you are ready to imagine, moves in a circle 
so much above you, that he breathes only the atmos- 
phere of peace and joy. But it is not improbable, if 
you could know the whole of the case, that you might 
think it a hard bargain, on your part, to exchange your 
situation, with all its inconveniences, for his, with all 
its splendour. Perhaps the world may see the worst 
of your case; but in his, amidst all the pomp and show 
of wealth, there may be concealed a worm, a canker 
corroding at the heart, which makes even his riches a 
burden to him. But however this may be, it is certain 
that no situation in life can exempt us from trials; and 
not only so, but these trials recur frequently, and are 
interwoven with the experience of every day. Perhaps 
there is not a day of your life in which every thing 
moves onward exactly as you could wish; some disap- 
pointment, or cross, or change of circumstances oc- 
curs, so trifling, or so common, it may be, that you do 
not remember it, which is calculated to wound, or irri- 
tate, or disturb your feelings. Now then, as each day 
brings with it its own peculiar trials, it is unwise to 
increase them by anticipating others which are future. 
Every day has enough of its own, as many as we shall 
be like to bear, either with patience or profit. 

Another reason why this excessive anxiety should 
not be indulged is, that it prevents us from profiting, 
either by the afflictions which we suffer, or those which 
we anticipate. The design of every afflictive dispen- 
sation is to do us good, to impress us more deeply with 
a sense of our dependence, and to advance our pre- 
paration for heaven. But in order to the accomplish- 
ment of this benevolent purpose, it is necessary that 
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Unreasonableness of worldly Anxiety. 17 


companion of your bosom, or the staff of your declin- 
ing years seems likely to be taken from you? Is it not 
your duty to recognize the providence of God in this 
dispensation, and to improve it as a chastisement from 
his hand? Why then allow yourself to be unduly 
anxious in regard to an event which you cannot control, 
and which you may be certain will be directed by infi- 
nite wisdom for some benevolent purpose? The lan- 
guage of this spirit is, that we have not sufficient con- 
fidence in our heavenly Father to commit the ordering 
of our lot to him; it implies a distrust either of his pow- 
er, or his wisdom, or his faithfulness. I need not say 
how entirely inconsistent such a spirit is with that hum- 
ble and submissive temper, which always ought, and 
always does, in a greater or less degree, characterize 
the child of God. 

Again, an unduly anxious spirit in regard to the fu- 
ture is not to be justified, because it not only renders 
ourselves unhappy, but poisons the enjoyment of those 
around us; and moreover, it imposes a check upon our 
usefulness in society. We are all bound to do what 
we can for the promotion of each other’s happiness; but 
the person who is forever indulging gloomy forebodings 
with respect to the future, and anticipating every evil 
which is within the range of possibility, is sure to dif- 
fuse something of the coldness and melancholy of his 
own feelings through the whole circle in which he 
moves, It is hardly possible to be continually in the 
company of a man of this character, and maintain that 
serenity of mind, which is so important to the faithful 
discharge of our duty. Moreover, the person in ques- 
tion imposes an effectual bar to his own usefulness. 


Not only does this complaining temper render him un- 
O* 
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Unreasonableness of worldly Anxiety. 19 


ance between his language and his feelings, which he 
knows cannot escape the observation of the heart- 
searching God. In short, it is in vain for a person, who 
is under the influence of this spirit, to think of bring- 
ing an acceptable offering to the throne of mercy. At 
best, it will be a partial, a divided sacrifice. There 
will be wanting that composure and solemnity of mind, 
that deep impression of divine things, and above all, 
that submissive and childlike temper which is absolutely 
essential to a gracious acceptance. 

Let it be remembered too, as another reason why we 
should guard against an undue solicitude concerning 
the trials of life, that these trials will soon be over. **For 
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little while, and then vanisheth away.” Even if 
your life is filled up with afflictions, yet, after all, it is 
so short that it seems unworthy of an immortal mind 
to be greatly troubled in regard to it. It may be that 
a few years, or even a few days, will bring it to its close; 
but if it should be protracted to the remotest period, 
the moment of its termination will soon be here. Sup- 
pose then, what is the most unfavourable that can be 
supposed in regard to it, that your future days are to 
be one continued scene of trouble; that the grave is at 
short intervals to open and receive the friends who are 
nearest to your heart; that you are to be afflicted with 
a most grievous malady, and never again to enjoy the 
blessing of health; that you are to be deserted by your 
friends, and left alone to contend with the caprice, 
and ingratitude, and cruelty, of the world. Suppose all 
this, I say, and what is the amount of it? Why sim- 
ply, that this momentary period of your existence is 
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Yoleration and Liberty of Opinion. 21 


ward to that world, where we shall see as we are 
seen, and where the plan of Providence will unfold 
to our enraptured view, in all its perfection and glory 
forever. 


B. 


CREE 
ee 


Toleration and Liberty of Opinion. 
From the Preface to Bishop Watson’s Theological Tracts. 


We live in a dissolute but enlightened age; the re- 
straints of our religion are ill suited to the profligacy 
of our manners; and men are soon induced to believe 
| that system to be false, which we wish to find so; that 
knowledge, moreover, which spurns with contempt the 
illusions of fanaticism and the tyranny of superstition, 
is often unhappily misemployed, in magnifying every 
little difficulty attending the proof of the truth of Chris- 

| tianity, into an irrefragable argument of its falsehood. 
» The Christian religion has nothing to apprehend from 
> the strictest investigation of the most learned of its 
» adversaries; it suffers only from the misconceptions of 
) sciolists, and silly pretenders to superior wisdom; a 
little learning is far more dangerous to the faith of 
: those who possess it, than ignorance itself. Some, I 
> know, affect to believe, that as the restoration of let- 
» ters was rumous to the Romish religion, so the fur- 
> ther cultivation of them will be subversive of Christi- 
anity itself; of this there is no danger. It may be 
subversive of persecutions, of anathemas, of ecclesi- 
astical domination over God’s heritage, of all the silly 
outworks which the pride, the superstition, the knavery 
of mankind have erected around the citadel of our faith; 
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Toleration and Liberty of Opinion. 23 


every individual of every sect, ought to learn from its 
perusal, is—Moderation. 

Want of genuine moderation towards those who dif- 
fer from us in religious opinions, seems to be the most 
unaccountable thing in the world. Every man, who 
has any religion at all, feels within himself a stronger 
motive to judge right, than you can possibly suggest 
to him; and, if he judges wrong, what is that to you? 
To his own master he standeth or falleth; his wrong 
judgment may affect his own salvation, it cannot affect 
yours; for, in the words of Tertullian, nec alii obest 
aut prodest alterius religio. This you must admit, un- 
less you think it your duty to instruct him; but instruc- 
tion may be given with moderation; and considering 
that the Bible is\as open to him as it is to you, you 
ought not to be over certain that it is your duty to press 
your instruction upon him; for what is, ordinarily 
speaking, your instruction, but an attempt to bring 
him over to your opinion? This principle should be 
received with great caution, or it may do much mis- 
chief; for it is on this principle that the Roman Catho- 
lics light up the fires of the inquisition, and compass 
sea and land to make a proselyte—a proselyte! to what 
we Protestants believe to be the delusion of Satan, the 
very canker of Christianity, the grand apostasy from 
the Gospel foretold by St. Paul. The Catholics how- 
ever in this point act consistently; for, believing in the 
infallibility of their church, they have a plea for their 
zeal in bringing every one within its pale, which can 
never be urged by Protestants, with any shadow of 
justice and propriety. 

There are many questions in divinity, in the investi- 
gating of which the mind fluctuates with an irksome 
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Toleration and Liberty of Opinion. 25 


Atheist, who acknowledges the existence of a God, the 
Creator of the universe, though he cannot assent to all 
the truths of natural religion, which other men may un- 
dertake to deduce from that principle; nor is he to be 
esteemed a Deist, who acknowledges that Jesus of Na- 
zareth is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world, 
though he cannot assent to all the ¢ruths of revealed re- 
ligion, which ofher men may think themselves warrant- 
ed in deducing from thence. Still you will probably 
rejoin, there must be many truths in the Christian reli- 
gion, concerning which no one ought to hesitate, inas- 
much as, without a beliefin them, he cannot be reputed 
a Christian. Reputed! by whom? By Jesus Christ his 
Lord and his God, or by you? Rash expositors of points 
of doubtful disputation; intolerant fabricators of meta- 
physical creeds, and incongruous systems of theology! 
Do you undertake to measure the extent of any man’s 
understanding, except your own; to estimate the 
strength and origin of his habits of thinking; to appre- 
ciate his merit or demerit in the use of the talent which 
God has given him, so as unerringly to pronounce that 
the belief of this or that doctrine is necessary to his 
salvation? It is undoubtedly necessary to yours, if you 
are persuaded that it comes from God; but you take 
too much upon you, when you erect yourself into an 
infallible judge of truth and falsehood. 

We, as Christians, are under no uncertainty as to 
the being of a God; as to his moral government of the 
world; as to the terms on which sinners may be recon- 
ciled to him; as to the redemption that is in Jesus Christs 
as to a resurrection from the dead; as to a future state 
of retribution; nor with respect to other important 


questions, concerning which the wisest heathen philo- 
3 
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Toleration and Liberty of Opinion. 27 


some instances, produce a doubt, a hesitation, a diffi- 
dent suspension of judgment; but it will at the same 
time produce mutual forbearance and good temper to- 
wards those who differ from us; our charity will be 
enlarged, as our understanding is improved. Partial 
examination is the parent of pertinacity of opinion; and 
a froward propensity to be angry with those who ques- 
tion the validity of our principles, or deny the justness 
of our conclusions, in any matter respecting philoso- 
phy, policy, or religion, is an infallible mark of preju- 
dice; of our having grounded our opinions on fashion, 
fancy, interest; on the unexamined tenets of our fami- 
ly, sect, or party; on anv thing rather than on the solid 
foundation of cool and dispassionate reasoning. Iliacos 
intra muros peccatur et extra. Churchmen as well as 
dissenters, and dissenters as well as churchmen, are 


apt to give a degree of assent to opinions beyond what 


they can give a reason for; this is the very essence of 
prejudice; it is difficult for any man entirely to divest 
himself of all prejudice, but he may surely take care 
that it be not accompanied with an uncharitable pro- 
pensity to stigmatize with reproachful appellations, 
those who cannot measure the rectitude of the Divine 
dispensations by his rule, nor seek their way to hea- 
ven, by insisting on the path which he, in his over- 
weening wisdom, has arrogantly prescribed as the only 
one which can lead men thither. 

This intolerant spirit has abated much of its violence 
in the course of this century amongst ourselves; we 
pray to God that it may be utterly extinguished in 
every part of Christendom, and that the true spirit of 


® Christianity, which is the spirit of meekness, peace, 


and love, may be introduced in its stead. If different 
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Sparks’ Theological Collection. 29 


Thoughts, and Bishop Hare’s Letter on the Difficulties 
and Discouragements which attend the Study of the 
Scr ptures. 

The former work has long been esteemed, by those 
who have been able to obtain it, for its remarkable can- 
dour and moderation, as well as for its learning, and 
its strength of argument. Owing, however, partly to 
the extreme plainness of the style, partly to the want 
of significant divisions of its subjects, partly to the 
abundance of its learning, and partly perhaps to the 
nature of the sentiments avowed, its editions have been 
few, its circulation has been confined, and it has been 
rarely that a copy of it appeared to gratify the search 
of the student. On these accounts we were glad to see 
it republished in the present Collection; and we are of 
opinion that the thanks of every reader are due to Mr. 
Sparks, for so greatly facilitating its perusal, by divi- 
ding it into sections with appropriate heads. This ser- 
vice can be duly estimated by those, who know how ex- 
cessively wearisome it is to plod along through a book, 
which requires entire application of the mind, without 
coming to any resting place, or receiving any intima- 
tion concerning the way which remains before them. 
It is like travelling through a strange country, where 
there are neither inns, milestones, nor guideboards; 
where the traveller must pitch his own tent, light his 
own fire, reckon his own distance, and find out his 
road by himself. As small a matter as it may appear, 
we have not the least doubt, that the practice of divi- 
ding books into sections and chapters is one of the 
greatest exciting aids to the general diffusion of know- 
ledge. We are pretty sure, that in case this expedient 


were never employed, there would not be half the num- 
3* 
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A Psaln: from Klopstock. 31 


Round a vaster Sun. 
‘sOur Father who art in Heaven.” 


In all these worlds, illumining and illumined, 
Dwell Spirits, in powers unequal, and in forms; 
But all believe in God, in God rejoice. 
‘¢Hallowed be thy name.” 


He the high exalted One, 

Who alone can wholly know himself, 
Wholly in himself rejoice, 

Formed the proposed design 

For the bliss of all whe inhabit his worlds. 
‘‘For us may thy kingdom come.” 


Well for them, that He, not they, 

Ordered the present for them, and the future; 
Well for them, well! 

Well too for us! 

‘‘Thy will be done 

‘On earth, as it is in Heaven.” 


He lifts with the stalk the ear on high; 

Ripens the golden apple, the purple grape; 

Feeds on the hillock the lamb, the roe in the forest; 

And yet his thunder rolls along; 

And the hailstone destroyeth 

On the stalk, on the branch, on the hill, and in the 
forest. 


*¢Give us this day our daily bread.” 


Can it be, that high o’er the thunder’s path, 
Sinners too, and mortals exist? 
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Plainness of the Christian Doctrines. 35 


tion, must be plain, and easy to be understood, by the 
most simple and illiterate, it follows, 

First, That it is repugnant to the wisdom of God, 
to require any thing as necessary to be believed, which 
is dubious, and obscure in Scripture; since that would 
be to propound that as a means for obtaining an end, 
which he knew to be insufficient to obtain it; it being 
certain, that what is dubious and obscure in Scripture, 
cannot afford us a certain knowledge of our duty. 

Srconp ty, It also seems repugnant to the goodness 
of God, to perplex and confound weak minds with such 
subtilties, for the knowledge of which he has not given 
them suitable qualifications. Seeing, as St. Paul ob- 
serves, ‘‘God accepteth, according to what a man hath 
and not according to that he hath not.” 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
Now it is evident, from the continual clashings of our 
most learned divines about these subtilties, that the il- 
literate can have no certain knowledge of the truth or 
falsehood of them. 

Turrpiy, It seemeth inconsistent with the justice 
and righteousness of God, to require any man to be- 
lieve what he does not, and cannot, understand; for no 
man can be said to believe, that is, assent to, what he 
does not understand; because assent is an act of the 
understanding, and we must understand the meaning 
of every term in a proposition, before we can assent to 
it, or dissent from it; for words of which we do not un- 
derstand the meaning, are the same to us as if they had 
no signification at all. A righteous God puts upon no 
man the Egyptian task, ‘‘of making brick without 
straw,” nor requires any thing of us in order to our 
salvation, which we cannot perform; that being in effect 
to require impossible conditions of salvation from us. 
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Installation at Medford. 35 


lics; A Dialogue between an Idolist and a Worshipper 
of God; Heathenism Weighed, in Verse and Prose; 
Corruptions of Christianity The Worship of the Holy 
Scriptures contrasted with the Worship of the Church 
of England; A Dialogue between a Trinitarian and 
Unitarian on the principal Texts of Scripture, which 
are thought to support the Doctrine of the Trinity; 
Notes on the Gospels and Acts. These works are 
written in the language of the natives, and are chiefly 
designed for the benefit of Roberts’s congregation. 
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Scripture Lessons. 


W. B. Fow te, of Boston, has published a Selection 
from the Old and New Testament, for the use of 
schools, which we think admirably well adapted to its 
purpose. It is an improvement on a Selection, already 
well known. The most striking and intelligible por- 
tions of Scripture are brought together, and arranged 
under three parts; the first, containing Historical Se- 
lections from the Old Testament; the second, Lessons 
on our duty toward God and man, from various parts 
of the Scriptures; and the third, Selections from the 
Evangelists and Acts of the Apostles. 


Installation at Medford. 


On Wednesday, the ninth of July last, the Rev. An- 
drew Bigelow was installed over the Congregational 
Society in Medford, as successor to the late Dr. Osgood. 
The services on this occasion were as follows. Intro- 
ductory prayer by Rev. Charles Brooks, of Hingham; 
Sermon by Rev. Dr. Bancroft, of Worcester; Prayer 
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Christ in the Form of God. 


A passace in Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians is 
quoted by trinitarians, and frequently with much con- 
fidence, in support of their doctrine. It is that in 
which Christ is said to have been in the form of God. 
This phrase, and one or two others connected with it, 
are supposed to imply, that the Apostle intended to 
represent Christ the Son to be the same as God the 
Father. We will quote the passage, and then endea- 
vour to ascertain its meaning. The Apostle is enjoin- 
ing love, concord, and humility on the Philippians, 
and to encourage them in these virtues, and especially 
the last, he calls their attention to the example of their 
divine master. 

‘¢Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, but made himself of no 


| reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 


and was made in the likeness of men; and being found 


in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
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Christ in the Form of God. 39 


said to be equal to itself; equality necessarily implies 
more than one; and the very form of expression, that 
Christ is equal to God, indicates that he is not the same 
being. 

Fourthly, suppose it to be true, that he were equal to 
God, with what propriety could it be called robbery to 
assume this equality? There can be no meaning in 
such language. God possesses all perfections and can- 
not rob himself of any thing; and, if Christ be truly 
God, what is here said about robbery is equally futile in 
sense, and derogatory to his character. 

Fifthly, if to be in the form of God means, that 
Christ was truly God, it must be inferred from his 
being in the form of a servant, that he was literally a 
servant. The two expressions have the same import, 
and ought to be taken in the same extent. That is, the 
God of all things is made to resign the government of 
the universe, and descend to the degrading condition of 
a servant or slave among men. What mind does not 
revolt at such a representation? Are we told of two 
natures? This is a convenient subterfuge and nothing 
more. Where is any thing said of two natures? What 
is more evident in the present passage, than that Christ 
is spoken of throughout as one and the same being, pos- 
sessed of one and the same nature? Moreover, in 
whatever nature it was that he humbled himself, it was 
in that nature, which made him in the form of God; 
but if in this nature he were truly God, how could he 
humble himself? God is infinite in every perfection; 
these perfections cannot be diminished or humbled, 
without destroying his character as God. It follows, 
that the nature of Christ was not the nature of God in 
any sense; and that the notion of two natures is not 
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Christ in the Form of God. 41 


He sustained the form, or resemblance of God, in his 
glory and excellence. He was highly exalted, and re- 
ceived more abundantly the divine gifts than any other 
being. In knowledge, wisdom, and holiness, in every 
moral attribute and perfection, he resembled God. In 
the power he possessed, in the command he had over 
nature and men, in his miracles, and in all his works 
of benevolence and love, compassion and mercy, he 
was in the form of God. In all the marks of excel- 
lence, which distinguished him so highly, he approach- 
ed the perfections, and bore the likeness of his heavenly 
Father.* 

Next, in regard to the phrase, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God, it is a faulty translation. This 
is plain from its very import, as hinted above, unless 


*Ev moe?n Ocs, in the form of God, Hesychius defines 
woePy by idea, €400¢3 and Schleusner’s definition is, forma, 
omne quod in occulos occurrit, imago, simitudo. It dendtes the ap- 
pearance of a thing, as distinct from its internal essence or nature. 
It is thus several times used in the Septuagint. Esosycey avto 
00S MmoePny ay dees, he made it after the form, or figure, of aman. 
Isai, xliv. 13, Kas 4 moeQy cov pwn arAroiovcbw, and 
let not thy form, or appearance, be changed. Dan. v. 0. In this 
sense the word is five times found in the book of Daniel. Hammond 
has endeavoured to prove, that the word is used by good authors, pra 
interna ipsa rerum essentia vel forma; but the labour with which he has 
pursued this undertaking evinces its difficulty. And after all, he has 
done no more, than render it probable, that the word has been some- 
times thus employed in a figurative and loose sense, and as an excep- 
tion to its customary use. And Le Clere has well observed, that ad- 
mitting his deductions to be accurate, it does not follow, that the word 
here has the signification, which he endeavours to prove it capable of 
admitting. Quamvis id significaret quod vult noster, non sequeretur 
in hae phrasi idem sonare. Vid. Adnotat. in Loc. In the Notes to 
his l'ranslation of the New ‘Testament, Le Clere says the phrase means 
la ressemblance de Dieu, the resemblance of God. 


4* 





‘INOIAVG 9Y} JO 19}9V.IVYD Y} JO IAIPVIISNATT 
ouo pur ‘uoneogiusis aye1idoadde ue sey 31 400dsa.2 siy} 
uy ‘aanjeu jo AjQUOpI ue you pu faATyeANSyY 40 [ea 
JIYINE £4108 VUIOS JO BDULIQUIISEI B UBIUI JSNUL POM Jy} 
‘g0uvjsul zussoid OY} UL OG “1IUPAVS BOJF WITY YOO} OYA 
‘quajepoeyy Arey 02 porvadde Ajsnoraoid pey ay yoryar 
Ul 3eYy) Wo’y ddUvIvedde [eUIZ}x9 JUdIZyIP B@ pawns 
-sv Ajuo off “Sulaq A9yjJOUe sv 40 faIN}eU JOyjJOUR UT 
awed Vy 7eY} ‘spaom osoy} wWo.1y osoddns []Im 9U0 ON 
‘SL TAX SyreyY .AIQUNOD 94} OJUT JUBA PUR pay]eAr 
fay} sev Suey} Jo om} oyun wwof sayjoue ui poavadde ay 
yey} JoV,, ‘jUaWMe}say, MIN 9y) ut 9d9U0 ATUO sind 
-00 wtof palapued diay psom oy} asessed sty} ut jdaoxg 
‘pox) JO aunjeu 310 ‘aduasse oy} AJIUSIS youUed 41 7eY) 
‘uses Apvarye ory om ‘porn fo wsof ‘aseayd ay} 0} sy 

‘UOIRUIWEXE 1943.1nj B Lq snoTAge 
JIOUL 9q [[IM SIyy, ‘sled s7L UT UeZSISUODUT SI UONR] 
-SUBI} UOUWOD VY} Ut J[eS}t aSessed ay} jy} ‘puodas 94} 
pur ‘snoauodsa st uoTezaidsazut UBLIEIIULY ay) Sodessed 
9y} JO Suruvaw oy} oq Avu saavzeym *7eY} Sst YsIy ayy, 
*JSOJIUVUL JIB SSUIY) OM} ‘SUOT}BIBPISUOD Vs0y} WOIg 
dpoxy yyta Apyenba wired 0} uey) Saouenbasuod Jyas 
pur uondunsoid s9ySiy @ ondie ppnoo yey Aq = aA} TUE 
“ny JO SOSlI9}IVIBYD 9NJ} OY} WoOIZ paaowas JIYIILT 
oq Sury) Aue pypnoo *A1es}U09 94} UG = Zpox) YIM yenba 
aq 03 ArIqqo1 Jou Ft ZYSNoYy, Vy yey SAS 0} YSUYDO UE 
Ayyruny Suv Ajdut yt svop yng = “yst.yg jo ajdwiexa ayy 
$9}19 pu *Az1J1WNY Suyvoynour st spsody ayy, 3x03 
-u09 ay} jo asodind pue yids oy} YIM VoUeLIA 38 SI 
asussed siy} Jo uonejosdsezut uvItEz UII} ay} SApyprrg 
S198} OE 
Pinsqe uvy} 3X9} 94} JO VsUaS 94} YIM JUd}SISUODUT Sso{ 


"poy fo wdog ayy ur ysuyg OF 

















in 


ot 





4 
a 
ior 






Christ in the form of God. 43 


This sense of the text is in perfect harmony with 
what follows. He ‘‘made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant” That is, in- 
stead of being elated with his vast superiority above all 
other men, and using his miraculous powers to give him 
worldly eminence, he voluntarily brought himself down 
to a level with persons of the humblest condition, with 
whom he lived and conversed. He laid aside the 
greatness of his power, and veiled the brightness of his 
glory, and not only dwelt with the poor and unfortu- 
nate, but submitted to the same circumstances, and en- 
dured the same privations. Nor did he stop here; but, 
for the good of mankind, he suffered reproach and per- 
secution, and yielded to a cruel and ignominious 
death.* 


erut pas que s’égaler a Dieu fit une chose gu’on pit ravir. Wet- 
stein ascribes to de maymog the same meaning as Schleusner. 

As to the phrase ;ca ©ew, rendered in the common version, 
equal to God, Whitby says it means, “to be, or to appear, as God, or 
in the likeness of God;” and he adds, that the word so@ is fre- 
quently used adverbially, This he proves by many quotations from 
the Septuagint. Schlictingius had before done the same. JVeutrum 
plurale more Graecorum adverbialiter capitur, Latini dicerent, quod 
esset ceu Deus, aut aeque ac Deus, vel instar Dei. Vid. Schiict. 
Comment. in loc. Macknight follows Whitby, and Rosenmuller 
agrees with Schlictingius. This sense of the word takes away the 
absurdity of making another being equal to God, and thus giving 
countenance to the doctrine of two Gods. Likeness, or resemblance, 
admits of comparison, and however nearly one being may approach to 
another in this respect, it does not necessarily follow that they are 
equal, 

* The phrase saurov exevaere, he made himself of no reputation, 
means literally, he emptied, or divested himself. That is, he divested 
himself of his resemblanee to God, or retrained from an ostentatious 


exercise of those miraculous powers, in which this likeness to God 
consisted, 


Taking the form of a servant, Moe Day dovrAcv Acewy. Instead 
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subject, it is, that the Son is a distinct being from the 
Father,.and.of a:subordinate nature. 
A. 


= 


Creeds the Source of Intolerance. 
From Sparks’s Inquiry. 


To the passion for established Confessions may be 
attributed the propensity, so common among chris- 
tians, of calling harsh names, applying reproachful 
epithets, and charging their brethren with heresy and 
unbelief. It is observable, that they who are the most 
rigidly wedded to forms of faith, have usually been the 
first to commence the outcry of heresy, aud the most 
relentless in pursuing the unfortunate delinquent. 
The reason is obvious. While they are guided by hu- 
man forms, why should they not condemn all persons 
as infidels, who persist in acknowledging assent to the 
Bible only? Was any man ever denounced as a here- 
tic for not believing in the Bible? Not one. ‘Martyrs 
have been tried by creeds, and condemned for denying 
creeds. ‘They have suffered for the constancy of their 
faith in the Scriptures. Does not every church employ 
the term heretic to denote one, who rejects its assumed 
articles? Does not that, which makes a heretic in one 
church, make a saint in another? Judge every man by 
the Bible alone, and you will have no further occasion 
to torture his conscience and blacken his character 
with the hideous terrors of excommunications, anathe- 
mas, and cruel aspersions on the charge of heresy. 

I speak not of the original meaning of the word, but 
of its popular use, or rather abuse. Every person, 
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mults in society, tranquillity disturbed, peace destroy- 
ed, and good faith violated, have not constituted all 
the bad effects of prescribed forms of belief. They 
have been the refuge of depravity, the cloak of artifice, 
the screen of hypocrisy, a veil of darkness, which has 
concealed many a purpose of blackest die, many a heart 
of foulest treachery. They have too often produced in 
the language of Jerom, Concordia malorum major quam 
bonorum, a greater harmony of wicked, than of good 
men. Who does not respect the garb of piety? Who 
will suffer the eye of suspicion to rest on the robes of 
formal sanctity? Whena man talks much of his creed, 
and punctually observes the written forms of his 
church, does not all the world cry out, his faith is 
soundall must be right? Here is the deception. 
Piety is so rare a grace, that we are apt to connect its 
essence with forms; and Confessions of faith are the 
most convenient and imposing forms imaginable. They 
cost nothing; they may be had for the wearing; and 
they afford an impenetrable covert for every species of 
fraud and iniquity. 

Again, the habit of creed making has given rise to 
a dangerous fallacy respecting the extent of a true 
christian faith. Many seem to think a system of be- 
lief valuable and safe only in proportion to its length. 
The gradual enlargement of the standard Confessions 
has encouraged this notion. The most ancient creed, 







) fabulously denominated the Apostles’, contains a do- 





zen lines; the Nicene, twice as much; the Athanasian, 
twice as much more; the Augsburg Confession con- 
tains twenty-eight chapters; the English, thirty-nine 
articles; the Scotch, thirty-three chapters. Thus have 
points of difference been multiplied. Every age has 
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sentire est melius, quam prava sentire. We may say the 
same of belief. It is better to have no faith at all, than 
to believe what is false. Additions to truth are errors, 
and from these have chiefly arisen divisions and dis- 
cords; not from any want of faith in the essential 
truths of the Gospél, but from a belief, or a pretended 
belief, in many things not contained there. The only 
remedy is to go back to the Scriptures, and start with 
the conviction, that the true christian faith consists in 
believing just enough and no more. 

But one of the worst effects of this system of pre- 
scribing faith, and dictating to conscience, has been to 
encourage pride and a malignant temper. Slight divi- 
sions have grown up into a most violent rancour, which 
has increased in bitterness, till it has ended in a con- 
summation of all that is wicked in the human heart, 
the spirit of intolerance; that spirit, whose breath is a 
pestilence, whose touch is death, and whose delights 
are scenes of darkness and iniquity; that spirit, which 
Christ censured in the haughty, persecuting Jews, and 
which incited these same Jews to demand his. death, to 
mock at his sufferings, and revile him in his dying mo- 
ments; that spirit, which led suffering martyrs to the 
stake and consigned them to the flames; which darken- 
ed, deluded, and tortured the world for ages, kindled 
the ferocious zeal of bigotry, forged the chains, and 
lighted up the faggots of persecution. Shall we say, 
that this spirit still lives? Does it not live in the hearts 
of those, who would reproach and disturb others for 
their opinions, and who are more zealous to show their 
regard for the faith, than for the essential virtues of the 
christian religion? Does it not live where misrepresen- 


tation and abuse usurp the place of christian love and 
5 
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ion? Are they scorched by his lightnings, or do his 
thunders burst on their heads alone? On the contrary, 
are not all equally the objects of his bounty and bless- 
ings, his paternal care and protecting providence? 
Shall we have the vanity and presumption to think, 
that we are vindicating the honour of God, by pursuing 
a course of action directly opposed to all his dealings 
with men, by violating his commands, and doing in- 
jury, where he confers unmeasured favours? If we 
would promote his glory, let it be our highest concern 
to obey and imitate him. In regard to our differences 
with our brethren, in which we all believe ourselves 
right, let us humbly ask, in the language of Paul, 
‘Who maketh us to differ? What have we, that we 
did not receive??? God is the author of all; him alone 
are we to serve; him alone are we to please. 

Thus have we briefly developed the principal causes 
of the evils, which the protestant church at large has 
suffered. The influence of the same causes may be 
followed into narrower circles, and be found no less 
destructive of religious truth, harmony, and practice. 
Churches there are, which profess to unite under one 
name, and which come together at stated times in the 
form of a Convocation, Convention, Association, or 
General Assembly. Each of these has a creed to 
regulate the faith of the whole body, and every member 
proffers a solemn declaration, that he will adhere to all 
its articles. But where is the Convention, or the As- 
sembly, in which there is any thing like a unanimity of 
belief? 

Take the English Church for an example. Have 
not every shade and gradation of sentiments, many of 
which are as opposite to each other as light to darkness, 
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Let it be observed, however, that the mischief of 
creed-making does not arise simply from bringing to- 
gether a set of articles, to which any one is ready to 
subscribe Every man’s faith is in some sense a creed, 
and in itself considered there is no more crime in wri- 
ting it out, than there is in thinking it over in his mind. 
It is not writing it, nor arranging it into articles, nor 
endeavouring by fair argument to convince others of its 
truth, that clothes it with danger, and converts it into 
an instrument of disorganization and oppression. It 
would certainly be much better to be guided by Scrip- 
ture language, and be satisfied with the words of divine 
wisdom, yet there can be no essential harm in telling 
the world what we believe in our own way, provided 
we are disposed to go no farther. But, unfortunately, 
no one is contented to stop here; nor have ereeds ever 
been made for the purpose alone of expressing what 
their makers believed. They have invariably been de- 
signed to operate on the minds of others; they have 
been thrust forward as tests of a true faith; they have 
been imposed as conditions of christian fellowship. In 
this consists their mischief, in their usurpation, their 
encroachment on right, their assault on conscience, 
their exclusive, intolerant tendency. 


(ee 


Christ the Master of his Disciples. 


Our Saviour often warned his disciples against the 
pride and vanity of the Scribes and Pharisees.- They 
loved the homage of the multitude, set up pretences 
to superior sanctity, assumed titles of distinction and 


reverence, and claimed the privilege of controlling the 
5* 
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In many things Christ did not profess to be the mas- 


ter, or teacher of mankind. 


First, he gave no instructions in physical science; 
he revealed not the laws of nature; said nothing of the 
causes and operations of things; advanced no theories, 


built up no systems, invented no hypotheses. 


Secondly, he made no improvements in the arts of 
life, nor suggested any means for ameliorating the 


physical condition of society. 


Thirdly, he published no rules of civil government; 
he said nothing of the laws of nations, nor of the man- 
ner in which kingdoms or smaller communities might 
be governed with the greatest liberty, harmony, and 


happiness. 
In none of these things was he a teacher. 
son is obvious. 


The rea- 


He came for a higher purpose; he came 


to teach men, not what they could find out themselves, 
but: what the light of human wisdom could never de- 
tect. It is true, that all the above particulars are 
deeply interesting to mankind; they embrace the whole 
compass of human action and inquiry as pertaining to 


this life. 


To convert the works and laws of nature to 


our highest comfort, to multiply the useful arts of life, 
and to institute governments that shall preserve order 
and general happiness, are among the highest purposes 


of human thought and exertions. 


But it is equally 


true, that these are attainments in which we can ad- 
vance by the strength of our own powers, and as fast, 
probably, as our condition will admit of permanent im- 


provement. 


And this very advancement, the gradual progress of 
intelligence in regard to the things around us, is un- 


questionably one of the highest sources of our enjoy- 
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and refinement, conduct us to the best uses of physical 
nature, and qualify us for the highest enjoyments of 
social being. This we shall discover as we proceed to 
enumerate some of those things in which Christ is truly 
the master of his followers. 

First, Christ is our teacher in all that can be known 
respecting a future life. From the foundation of the 
world, men have descended to the grave, and none 
has awaked from his slumbers to tell the awful secrets 
of his abode. The ebon veil of death has hung in 
gloomy silence, fixed as the pillars of nature; no hu- 
man power has been able to draw it aside; nor has it 
been the lot of any human eye to catch a glimpse from 
the world of light, which rests beyond on the bosom of 
infinitude. Jesus has removed the veil, he has unseal- 
ed the darkened vision of mortals, and clothed the fu- 
ture with reality. In the solemn truth of a future 
existence and retribution, he is our great, our only 
teacher. From him alone we know, that we shall have 
a being in another world, when the lamp of life is ex- 
tinguished in the present; that we shall exist and act, 
enjoy or suffer, in a state of never ending conscious- 
ness, 

Secondly, Christ is our only master in teaching us 
the condition of future being, and acquainting us with 
the kind of preparation necessary for making it a home 
of happiness. He assures us, that this condition will 
depend on what we do in the present life; and here he 
proclaims the eternal distinction between good and evil. 
The righteous shall be happy, the wicked shall be 
miserable. In these two facts, that we shall live here- 
after, and be happy or miserable according to the use 
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gion. By him is unfolded the scheme of redemption 
from iniquity, and restoration to divine favour. 
Through his instructions sinners may come to a know- 
ledge of God and of duty, they may turn from evil, 
serve their Maker, and be made fit subjects for his king- 
dom. Christ has revealed the true religion. In all 
that concerns us as immortal beings, in all that relates 
to our hopes and fears, our prospects and destiny as 
moral and accountable agents, we have the highest 
reason to rejoice, that ‘fone is our Master, even 
Christ.” 

It is a consideration demanding particular notice, 
that in religion we have no other, than this one master. 
If we profess his religion, it is a duty of paramount 
obligation to reject all other teachers, and adhere to 
the truth and plainness of his doctrines, as taught by 
him and recorded by his Apostles. It was the custom 
of the Jewish doctors, says Le Clerc, in remarking on 
the passage above quoted, to require assent from the 


| people not only to things not contained in the law, but 


to dogmas directly opposed to it. They warped the 
faith of their unsuspecting followers to the bent of their 
own fancy and will; they invented articles and taught 
them till they were pretended to be sacred traditions, 
which demanded credence as truths from heaven. 

Of the additions of such masters our Saviour ad- 
monishes his disciples to beware. The admonition is 
not without its weight at the present day. The world 
is full of masters, who would usurp the place of him to 
whom all owe allegiance. Each would give laws in his 
own way, turn the current of opinion in his own chan- 
nel, aud mould the faith and reason of men to his own 
pattern, Let no one lean on these broken reeds, by 





hed 
jou 
MO 
DUM 
J St 
}0U 


UM 


nu 
M0 


ey 


-1]91 SIY} DdVIQUID OYA ‘asoy} Jo Ja}s¥UI ATTO OY) ST ay 
pure ‘uaavay Jo puv a1nj}eU JO UOISI[I1 ay} WSN} sey ay 
‘uoisija1 Jo sasodind pue ‘saayjoui ‘sy}n4} 94} 0} surezied 
JOAD}BVYM UI sajdiosip sty Jo S1ajseu 10 *1949VI} BY} ST 
WsLIYyD yey} “Surkes Aq je dn wns Avm am SApypfiz 
ydooaid [e714 SIy} 3995 SITY JapUN ysvd |[eYs OYM *A10]9 
JO P]OM 94} 0} BdUapyUOD YIM Yoo] 0} 9UO OU sass 
-noodue oy pue *4SLIYQ Jo suoToNAjsUI ay} UI yUoUIWOId 
St aouvjuedar jo aUII}I0p AY], ‘aUa}sIxa jo asayds 
34} ynoySno1y} ssoupels ssnyip pue ‘adoy jo surez 
-uNno} 34} Jo yno Surids yorym ‘sKof ay} 938¥} JOU *Aja}es 
JO Sapoqge oy} UI [Jap jo" [[eYs ay S9dved mou you |] eYS 
JQUUIS 92RUSGO ‘pouapsey oy) ynq {AyIOMUN WY pazap 
-uai pey Ayo sty Yorym Jo sasaztarid ay} 07 Wy 31038 
-91 pue *}1nS siy jo suie}s ay} YnO YseM pur ‘s0ssaad 
-suvl} jusziued ‘pajquiny oy} Jo JAvdy VY} OFUL MOT []LAd 
poy jo Aosow ayy, “uaziuedun pue AYySney oy} 03 
Suiyjou sasimoid apy 4 ‘vouvjyuedes puv Ap yIWNY Jo say 
-np jue, J0d ut ay} UL J9YIVA} INO SI ySUYD ‘ApyzNOT 
"Ofl] JO SHTEM OY []e 
UI 9SINOD INO UI}YSLIQ PUG JNO VUTYS BdUVTOAIUEG pue 
Kyard jo 7yS1j Vy} 49] 07 fajzeuoissedmos pu Sursreaqsoy 
‘9]}UaS pues puTy aq 0} ‘uasYy}0Iq SB 1943050} AT] 0} Sh 
qySnv} sey ayy 4 *ooved pure ‘ssausnoazySrs 6y}NI3 Jo VAoT 
24} *diysiom jo asn puv Aj1ssaoau oy} SaanjzeU JUTAIp ayy 
jo suorjsaziod ay) sn yySne7 sey apy = *ad1;9"Id 0} po 
-onpal aq 03 s}dasaid ‘aouonyut ue aaty 0} saanou ‘pa 
-aqo aq 0} spurmmos poysijqnd sey apy ‘at pue yavay 
94} uo Surivaq e& savy qe Aay) fseuLNo0p siy ul 9AQ 
-vjnoads Suryjou st aiayy, ‘arnjny ay} 10} sn yy Av 
yoy Sajna Vy} UT JaYyIVa}? INO SI ysuyQ SAppuryZ 
‘Jajsvu ATWO ANO SI 4SIIyQ Sway) Woy Surmoy saduanb 
+98U09 94} []B UL pue ‘sarjjnovy [ROW INO Jo DYVW OM 


‘sagduosuy sey fo sasnpy ayy ystuyg gs 





" 
Zt 
ee 
if 
) 


eat 


SW eeelvctiaca iran a 


¥ “— - a feavgt a 
ae ee ale es. 









ons, 


pect F 
com- 
incl: § 


This! 


Spirit of Orthodoxy. 61 


ledge; for our hearts always leaned to the side of charity, 
and we were ever willing to put to the account of ignor- 
ance many perversions, which bore too deeply on their 
front the marks of malevolence. But wherever we may 
look for the cause, we are glad to witness the result. 
We are glad to find our brethren uttering themselves in 
a gentler tone, breathing a purer spirit, and lighting 
up with more complacency the genial flame of peace 
and kindly feeling. 

Providence, however, has not exempted us from the 
common lot of humanity; it has not permitted our de- 
lights to spring up without some unseemly, noxious 
weeds to retard their growth; it has not gathered around 
us the blossoms of joy without planting here and there 
the rude, repulsive thorn and thistle to temper the ex- 
cesses of our pleasures; in short, ithas not scattered the 
seeds of the christian spirit in every heart, although it 
has sown and fostered them successfully insome. We 
have now before us one testimony to these remarks, one 
proof, that the ways of providence are mysterious, and 
that in this imperfect state, good must always be alloy- 
ed with evil; one proof, that in the system of things it 
was intended, that our patience should be tried, and 
our expectations crossed. 

Some of our readers will doubtless recollect, that, at 
the commencement of our labours, we were met in no 
very courteous manner by a work called the Presbyte- 
rian Magazine, which came before the world with the 
powerful recommendation of being upheld by the united 
wisdom and talents of twelve clergymen of Philadel- 
phia. Bearing the burden of this accumulated patron- 
age, it made its way for several months, but at length 


disappeared. A successor stepped in, which hangs out 
6 
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spurious, although it claims not the distinction of 
originality, has no foundation except in the meddling 
spirit of those by whom it is reiterated. It is a fact, 
which ought to be heeded by these gratuitous accusers, 
that every text in the Scriptures, which unitarians are 
said to pervert, has received from learned trinitarians 
the same sense, which they assign to it. We do not 
mean, that any one trinitarian has interpreted the 
whole Bible in the same sense as any one or more unit- 
arians, but we do mean, and we assert it with con- 
fidence, that the mass of trinitarian expositors have 
given to the whole Scriptures, some to one part and 
some to another, the unitarian interpretation. Hence, 
you will rarely find a unitarian explaining any contro- 
verted passage according to his views of its meaning, 
without quoting a trinitarian critic of authority in con- 
firmation of his opinion. To this fact we desire our 
accusers to attend, and, when they would tax their 
brethren with the crime of wilfully and wickedly per- 
verting the Scriptures, we beg them to restrain their 
zeal within the wholesome enclosures of truth. 

To admit the following extract into our pages, we 
are conscious would demand some apology, were we 
not writing in self defence. May the time never come 
when we can sanction vulgarity and irreverence in 
speaking of the Son of God. We assure our readers, 
that we take the following specimen from an article, 
the whole strain of which is not less unhallowed. It 
shall bear its own comment. 


‘‘Socinians have no alternative, but either to admit the equality of 


the Son with the Father, or to stab the moral character of Christ at 
ihe very core,” 
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of the orthodox, than the watchful, active spirit of uni- 
tarians. This argument has been used as a kind of 
magician’s wand to open the purses of cautious wealth 
and prudent competency, to give a louder voice to the 
trumpet of declamation, and a keener edge to the sword 
of party. But we forbear to press this subject, for the 
present is not the only instance in which it needs no 
resort to a syllogism to prove, that consistency is not 
the most shining attribute of orthodoxy. 
Again, we are told, that 


‘‘Unitarians seem cautious of presenting their doetrines fully to the 
light. Why they are thus timorous, I will not inquire. But such 
is obviously the fact. Hence we find them partially concealing those 
parts of their belief, which they consider less popular, or expressing 
them in ambiguous language.” 


The charge of concealment, like that of indifference, 
we had thought was too threadbare for use. The wri- 
ter has surely been a dull observer of passing events. 
For his credit with his party, we deeply fear, that he 
has not drawn wisdom and knowledge from that copi- 
ous fountain, which has shed such a flood of light on 
the dark purposes of unitarians. Can it be, that he 
has never admired the boldness, and pondered the ve- 
racious speculations, of a late martial champion of his 
cause? Has he not read of the wicked schemes of 
unitarians, and shuddered at intelligence like the fol- 
lowing? ‘From the pulpit and the press, by the for- 
mal volume, the humble pamphlet, and every variety 
of exhibition, that ingenuity can devise, they are en- 
deavouring to make an impression on the public mind. 
In every direction, and with a profusion of the most 
lavish kind, they are daily scattering abroad their in- 
struments of seduction.”” Has he not read, and ad- 
mired the beautiful allusion, that ‘these poisoned 

6* 
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iieaven, and that his instructions afford a bright illus- 
tration of the Saviour’s doctrines. To say that they 
avoid his Epistles, is to go with one stride to the anti- 
podes of truth. On no part of the Scriptures do they 
more implicitly rely; on none do they dwell more, in 
explaining what they deem the great principles of 
christianity. With no sect have these Epistles more 
seriously engaged the attention of critics and com- 
mentators. This might be abundantly tested by refe- 
rence to facts. Socinus, Crellius, Schlictingius, Wal- 
zogenius, and others of the Polish unitarians, expound 
at large the Epistles of Paul. Some of them wrote 
commentaries on the whole, as may be seenin the Bi- 
bliotheca Fratrum Polonorum. Priestley did the 
same, and so did Whitby, who corrected his early mis- 
takes in his Last Thoughts. Locke wrote a paraphrase 
and notes on the Galatians, Corinthians, Romans, and 
Ephesians; Peirce on the Collossians, Philippians, and 
Hebrews; Benson on the Thessalonians, Timothy, Phi- 
lemon, and Titus; Taylor on the Romans; Chandler 
on the Galatians and Ephesians; Goadby on all the 
Epistles; and many others, too numerous to be men- 
tioned, on various parts. These were unitarians, and 
when we come to the plain truth, no class of chris- 
tians have studied with more care, or explained more 
fully, the Epistles of Paul. Yet the learned editor of 
the Christian Advocate steps on the stage and tells us, 
that their delight consists in casting aside the writings 
of this Apostle, and holding no communion with him, 
except when driven by the orthodox into the perplex- 
ing trammels of controversy. 

Extracts, such as we have selected, might be mul- 
tiplied, but we spare our readers. The following 
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Early Unitarians in Poland. 


No full and impartial history of Unitarianism since 
its revival in Europe, about the time of the Reforma- 
tion, has ever been written. The best, which has ap- 
peared, is a brief outline prefixed to Rees’s Transla- 
tion of the Racovian Catechism. Mosheim’s chapter 
o2 this subject is meagre and faulty in the extreme, 
not so much from any apparent disposition to deceive, 
as from a want of interest in the inquiry, and a strong 
prejudice against the faith of unitarians. He takes 
his facts generally from the mouths of their enemies, 
and seems not to be over critical in examining the 
sources from which he draws. 

A greater favour could not be conferred on the uni- 
tarian public, than a copious history of the progress of 
their faith during the last two hundred and fifty years, 
sketched by a faithful hand, and selected from authentic 
materials. Such a work would do much to illustrate 
the power of religious truth in dispelling prejudice, 
and fostering the growth of light and liberty in society 
and governments. ‘The spread of rational and just 
principles in religion will always give life to the liberal 
arts, promote refinement of manners, the stability of 
good institutions, just habits of thinking, and salutary 
regulations to govern human conduct. Such has been 
the course of things, and the renovating, improving 
Spirit of modern times is in reality the spirit of unita- 
rianism, the spirit of reason, nature, and truth. It is 
no other, than the exercise of the great laws of heaven 
and right carried into the multiplied departments of 
human action. The history of this faith, therefore, is 
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fess, that it is not of modern origin, but renovated and 
restored to its ancient form. Nor, because many have 
refused to consider Socinus as a heretic, and a worthy 
object of reprobation and abhorrence, do they there- 
fore hold his opinions to be necessary truths; nor pledge 
themselves, like slavish disciples, to support the dog- 
mas of his school.. 

It justly excites our wonder, that those who, notwith- 
standing their belief in those doctrines which Zuingle 
and Calvin have lately introduced, reject with every 
mark of aversion the title of Zuinglians and Calvinists, 
should in their turn impose upon others the appellation 
of Socinians. And although these latter devoutly wish 
to be called by the name of their Lord and Master, 
Christ; yet, as those who glory in that name are dis- 
tributed into various sects, which require to be desig- 
nated by appropriate titles, they do not object in con- 
tradistinction to Trinitarians, to bear the denomination 
> of Unitarian Christians, asserting as they do the abso- 
4 lute unity of person and essence in the Supreme Being, 
Mand the unity both in essence and person of Jesus 
4 Christ his Son; by which name, indeed, they are uni- 
% versally known in Transylvania and Hungary. 

g§ §} Not only in Poland, a country which gloried in its 
} free constitution, did religious liberty prevail during 
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in- FF the reign of Segismund the second, surnamed Augus- 
se FE tus; but in Transylvania also, under his sister’s son, 
m- §} Prince John Segismund, himself a member of the Uni- 
cal FF tarian communion, did the professors of this belief, 
hat in common with other dissenters from the church of 
vho Fi Rome, enjoy unlimited toleration. 

3 of At first they frequented the same church with the 
on- 


evang elical Keformed, but when their peculiar tenets 
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For these reasons, and stimulated by the bitterest 
envy, they resolved to destroy the fountain of these 
unwelcome innovations. An occasion, which at length 
presented itself, was eagerly seized. Some of the 
young men of the institution, during an excursion into 
the country, wantonly broke in pieces a wooden cross, 
which was planted near the highway. In consequence 
of this act, it was decreed at the diet of Warsaw, 1638, 
that the school at Racow should be interdicted, its 
church closed, its ministers and teachers driven into 
banishment, and its printing press destroyed. Not 
content with a rigorous execution of this sentence, they 
procured a similar decree of the tribunal of Lublin 
against the Racovian professors and divines, who had 
taken refuge in Kiselin and Beresco, towns of Volinia. 
And, to pass over less flagrant acts of outrage, Jonas 
Slichtingius was banished by the diet of 1647, for the 
publication of his Christian Confession according to the 
Articles of the Apostles’ Creed, and the book itself, 
although it was taken almost literally from the Scrip- 
tures, was burnt as blasphemous by the common exe- 
cutioner.* 


* The affair at Racow is thus detailed in Rees’s Historical ITntro- 
duction, ‘‘ln the year 1638, some students belonging to the college of 
Racow, with imprudent and childish zeal, beat down with stones a 
cross which had been placed near one of the eatrances into the town. 
This was construed by the Catholics into a designed insult of their 
religion, and an act of impiety of the blackest description, Not- 
withstanding the parents uf the youths, and the heads of the colleges, 
punished the offenders, and publicly apologized for their conduct, 
offering, at the same time, to make any further atonement which the 
case could justly require or admit;—nothing could allay the fury of 
the people, who were led on and exasperated by their religious su- 
periors. Ihe cause was carried before the Diet at Warsaw in the 
course of the year, and was regarded with deep interest bs ail the 
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the providence of God remove them from a land now 
become the theatre of hostile invasion and civil wars, 
where liberty soon gave place to licentiousness, and 
licentiousness to servitude. 

Yet, notwithstanding the lights of the Church were 
thus removed from their stations, it pleased God to 
recommend the faith for which they suffered to the 
friends of truth and piety in other regions, so that 
numbers were every where found, who embraced its 
leading doctrines. 

It is incumbent, therefore, on all who are lovers of 
the truth according to godliness, and not the slaves of 
popular prejudice, to examine with impartiality the 
merits of these writings, [the works of Crellius] lest 
they incur the guilt of condemning what they do not 
understand; and, also, inquiring rather what is said, 
than by whom it is said, to comply with the apostolical 
precept of proving all things, and holding fast that 
which is good. 


Obituary of the Hon. George Cabot. 


Tue good man is followed to the tomb by the regrets 
of the good, and his memory is engraved most lastingly 
en the hearts of those who loved him; wife, child, and 
friend, know best how to honour him, and need no other 
panegyric on his virtues, than that which their own 
eloquent recollections continually repeat to them. But 
if talents are united to his excellence, and his name 
had been a frequent and an honoured sound on the lips 
of his fellow citizens, some further notice seems to be 
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He assisted in framing the Constitution of Massa- 
chusetts, in the year 1780. 

In the Convention of that state, which assembled at 
Boston, in 1788, to consult on the question of adopt- 
ing the Federal Constitution, he was also active and 
useful, and, together with such men as Ames and Par- 
sons, laboured with success to accomplish the happy 
result of its deliberations. 

Not long afterwards, he was elected senator to Con- 
gress, and with reluctance accepted the appointment; 
for he never courted distinctions—they solicited him. 
While in this situation, he was confided in by Wash- 
ington, and became the intimate friend of Hamilton. 
He did not remain in the Senate through the whole 
term for which he was chosen, but resigned his seat at 
the expiration of the fifth year of his service. 

The rest of his life was principally spent in Boston, 
where, though he shunned all office and place, his ad- 
vice was constantly sought, his opinion was univer- 
sally respected, and his influence was, no doubt, as 
great and as salutary, as if he had consented to fill 
those stations of honour, to which the people would 
gladly have called him. 

In the year 1814, however, he felt himself once more 
obliged to appear in public life. He was sent to the 
much talked of Convention, which assembled in Hart- 
ford, just before the close of our late war with En- 
gland, and was chosen its President. ‘The writer of 
this notice is fully aware of the nature of the senti- 
ments, with which that Convention is generally re- 
garded, and knows that its unpopularity is, at present, 
extreme. It would be altogether useless for him to 
express either his dissent from the public opinion, or 
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week and day, had never occasion to complain, that 
his steck of thoughts was exhausted, or that there was 
nothing more to be learned from him. By those who 
had any claim on his time, his advice was asked in 
doubtful cases, almost as a matter of course; and it 
was not asked in vain. With readiness and precision, 
but without the too common airs of dogmatism, pa- 
tronage and superiority, the advice was given; and it 
was seldom that he who came for it went away dis- 
satisfied, or that the counsel proved unsound. His aid 
was anxiously sought in all references; and many a 
dispute has been decided by the weight of his opinion, 
which would else have become a subject of expensive 
and tedious litigation. His well stored experience, 
and the natural acuteness of his intellect, rendered 
him highly worthy of this confidence. He had ob- 
served closely and accurately the tendencies and re- 
sults of passing events, and he looked with penetra- 
tion into the bosoms of men. 

Integrity, firm principle, and a high sense of true 
honour, were the habits of Mr. Cabot’s soul. It was no 
more to be suspected, that any temptation could pre- 
vail on him to swerve, even in thought, from the di- 
rect path of uprightness, than that a being would act 
in opposition to its nature. And therefore it was, that 
there were no bounds to the confidence reposed in him 
by his friends; they knew that every trust was sacred 
with him. 

His sympathy with the feelings, and delicate atten- 
tion to the opinions of others, were truly remarkable in 
one, whose own feelings and opinions were of so high 
and decided a character. But his benevolence was 


equal to his genius and good sense, and he could not 
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expectation, and keeps at a distance from selfish re- 
pining, though not without keen sensibility, and a con- 
stitutional predisposition to anxiety; by fortitude, a 
spirit collected and resolute in difficulties and dangers, 
and evincing always an entire superiority to fear; by 
patience, bearing trials with an equal mind, and espe- 
cially showing exemplary composure in bodily suffer- 
ings; and by modesty, refusing to make pretensions, 
and display superiority; whilst estimating highly the . 
value of opinion, paying a delicate respect to the im- 
pressions of other minds, and pleased with the favoura- 
ble judgment of his fellow men. He exhibited the 
spirit of application and industry, executing seasonably 
and thoroughly what he undertook; and, though less 
willing than was desired to assume responsible employ- 
ments, he was far removed from any thing like indo- 
lence. He maintained a wise and careful self-govern- 
ment, disdaining the bondage of sense; in pleasures, 
regarding the boundaries prescribed by nature, by 
health, and by duty. He saw the value of the golder 
mean in conduct, and cultivated the moderation which 
prevents virtue trom degenerating into vice by irregu- 
larity and excess, and which, in relation to distinction 
and place, rather avoids than courts preeminence.” 
Mr. Cabot’s religious views, principles, and feelings, 
were in perfect harmony with the whole of his charac- 
ter. A deep sense of his relation to God was the foun- 
dation of his virtue. A firm belief in the divine au- 
thority of the Christian revelation was the result of a 
full and candid examination of its evidences; and, 
though he punctually attended on all its ordinances, 
and was never backward to profess and maintain his 
convictions of its truth and its excellence, his Chris- 
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be shaken by the usual arguments, or cavils, for they 
were formed by impartial and mature investigation; and 
he was better acquainted with theology, than many are 
who pretend to teach it. The faith, which he had de- 
liberately adepted in the strength of his days, remain- 
ed to comfort his age, to cheer him in illness, and sup- 
port him in the hour of death. 

The writer knows that these are terms of high eulo- 
gium, but he is not sensible that one word is unie- 
served. For the last years of Mr. Cabot’s life, he was 
honoured with his personal friendship; and he is well 
acquainted with the public sentiment regarding him. 
That sentiment will bear concurrent testimony with his 
own most vivid impressions; for, while the subject of 
this notice lived, he was spoken of with but one voice of 
esteem and veneration, as he is now with but one of 
regret and mourning. 


——— 


Influence of a Knowledge of God. 


Amone the means of piety and goodness, none is 
more valuable than a knowledge of God; not merely a 
knowledge of his existence, but of his nature, attri- 
butes, dispensations, and providence. Do we know 
God to have infinite power? It should teach us that 
we are entirely at his disposal, that our strength is 
weakness, and our boldest efforts of no account in his 
sight. His justice should encourage us to perseverance, 
and patient submission under the trials and pains of 
life, assured that no good design will go unrewarded. 
God knows all things. And shall it be no restraint 
over our vices, that we are watched by so pure an eye, 
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State of the Dutch Church. 


To the Editor, 


Srr, 

I. your article on the Prospects of Unitarianism, 
in the Miscellany for July last, you have made men- 
tion of ‘*four prominent places, where orthodoxy, since 
the era of the Reformation, was planted with a strength 
and deepness, which mere human foresight would pre- 
dict could never suffer it to be eradicated, but where 
the result has utterly baffled such prediction.” That 
part of Europe, generally denominated Holland, once 
considered as the bulwark of the reformed religion, 
and the strong hold of what is called orthodoxy, and 
where it has been defended in numerous ponderous 
volumes, with perhaps unequalled learning and perse- 
verance, you have not named; but it offers at this mo- 
ment another proof of the truth of your observation, 
that in all those places where Christianity has been 
partially or wholly released from her alliance with 
power, and the religious principle and the spirit of in- 
quiry have together been allowed to exert their ener- 
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after the philosophy of Aristotle, under which the plain 
truths of the Christian religion disappeared. No 
preacher dared to inculcate from the pulpit the prac- 
tical morality of the Gospel, for fear of being accused 
as a preacher of works. 

To explain how this could take place in a country, 
where the majority of the inhabitants had lately abjured 
the Church of Rome, and claimed the rights of con- 
science, and had been taught that the Bible alone was 
the creed of protestants, it is necessary to bring into 
view the situation in which that country was then 
placed. 

Of the seventeen provinces which had revolted 
against Spain, ten had been forced to submit again to 
its bloody tyranny. The seven remaining in arms 
were composed of a population of about two millions, 
whereof a fourth part remained attached to their old 
faith. It was no wonder then that the reformers 
adopted the opinions of Calvin, as being the most op- 
posed to those of the Roman church, The breach be- 
tween the parties was thus made as wide as possible. 
Perhaps too it was thought advisable to present the 
multitude, educated in the mysteries of the Catholic 
religion, with the unintelligible and puzzling doctrines 
of Calvin. The reformed clergy succeeded to the un- 
bounded influence of the discarded priests and monks, 
who were more abhorred for their adherence to the 
sanguinary and faithless government of Spain, than for 
their system of religion. A parallel is to be found be- 
tween the revolt of the Spanish Netherlands, and that — 
of the now United States of America; as both, in the 
outset, appealed to arms, to defend and preserve the 
civil rights which they enjoyed, on the ground of 
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avowed Anticalvinists; and therefore it is no wonder 
that the influence of the Prince was exerted for the 
triumph of the Calvinistic creed, at the famous Synod 
of Dort. It was then that the national religion was 
established by law, and the church became more than 
before a power in the state. The Protestants in Hol- 
land were obliged to suffer the Synod of Dort, in imita- 
tion of the Councils of Nice, Constantinople, and 
Trent, and later Convocations, Parliaments, and 
General Assemblies, to make a creed for them, to be 
implicitly believed in, as it was, according to the 
declaration of that Synod, the only true and divinely 
revealed doctrine of the Bible. 

This unwarrantable interference with the religious 
belief of a people, who so lately had rejected all human 
authority in matters of religion, and who might be con- 
sidered sufficiently able to understand the duties, 
hopes, and expectations, presented to them in the Gos- 
pel, in the very words of the acknowledged author of 
the Christian faith, is not to be wondered at Secta- 
rian zeal directed the clergy; the people had been ac- 
customed to clerical dominion; and at the birth of the 
reformation, the right and ability to explain the Chris- 
tian doctrine had been claimed and exercised by the 
leading authors in that glorious work against the Ro- 
man clergy, and soon afterwards against their own 
disciples, whose minds had become distracted and un- 
settled by the disputes and differences between those 
very reformers. 

That this national creed was not introduced till after | 
sufficient and free deliberation, and encountered, so 
far as was permitted, with strong opposition, is evident 
from the history of that Synod; and that it was sub- 
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to watch over the preservation of the only true faith; 
and in the unavoidable spirit of all such assemblies, it 
became a persecuting power. It was at the repeated, 
and not always respectful instances of those synods 
and classes, that the dissenting ministers, denomina~- 
ted Remonstrants, were not only deprived of their 
churches, and silenced, but banished from the country, 
like so many incorrigible and dangerous criminals. 
Emboldened by their first success against the Remon- 
strants, they ventured to engage the government in the 
persecution of the peaceable Roman Catholics, and to 
dictate in matters of state, by protesting, and even 
preaching against the system of toleration; but after 
the republic was acknowledged as a free and indepen- 
dent state, and the government had acquired strength, 
a curb was put on their insolence by the appointment 
of a Commissary, a member of the States General, to 
a seat in these assemblies, with the power of dissolv- 
ing them, as soon as an attempt should be made to 
meddle with the temporal affairs of the country; leav- 
ing them at full liberty to explain, to strengthen, and 
to improve the articles of their creed, and to perfect 
this infallible standard of their faith. From that time, 
however, till the revolution in 1795, no person was 
admitted as a member of the government, or to any 
civil office, even in the distant colonies, or as a pro- 
fessor in the universities, er a teacher in the public 
schools, who did not profess to be a member of the 
church as by law established. The gradual decay of 
these once famous universities, may, in a great mea- 
sure, be attributed to the system of proscription. 

But in i795, the church so long and so firmly estab- 
lished, fell with the state; and in 1817, when, the 
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made sure, and that being numbered among the elect, 
and the saints who are to judge the world, they are to 
pronounce sentence. of condemnation on all who have 
disbelieved their creed. So long as pride and pre- 
sumption can be made to agree with unbounded protes- 
tations of humility and extravagant self-condemnation, 
Calvinism will stand on this wonderful and strange 
delusion, as on its surest basis. 

Already has the tone of preaching, and numerous 
printed sermons, evinced how far ministers and people 
in Holland, had, before their emancipation from the 
national creed, been prepared for the promulgation and 
reception of more rational and scriptural doctrines. 
It appears from the monthly Reviews, that numerous 
volumes have been published in defence, and in the 
spirit of a purer Christianity, and that the ability and 
learning are chiefly on that side. The universities are 
regaining their ancient reputation and lustre, since the 
professorships are no longer confined to an exclusive 
sect of Christians. 

The first translation of the Bible in the vernacular 
language, by the fathers of Dort, and other theologi- 
ans of their party, was approved and introduced by 
the government in 1637. It was to be exclusively 
used in the churches, the universities, colleges, and 
schools; but the text of the scriptures was not left to 
explain itself, and copious marginal notes and other 
explanations were added, in accordance with the 
adopted creed. It was not till the latter part of the 
next century, that unauthorised translations of de- 
tached parts were published; and in 1791, a new and 
improved translation of the whole Bible was made 
by a professor of divinity, already favourably known 
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to see, that the words of human wisdom, not taken 
from holy writ, have become more and more distasteful 
to the ear of Christians. 

‘We believe, and know by experience, that the 
minister, who keeps himself strictly to the letter of the 
Bible, is heard with satisfaction, and is no longer cen- 
sured. We have but one God the Father, and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, who existed in glory before the 
world was, the perfect image, the only Son of God, 
whom to honour is to honour the Father. The Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of God himself, by which He who 
placed Jesus Christ at his right hand, in recompence of 
his humiliation, works all in all. Or do we know 
more about it? Can we know more about it? Is it 
necessary we should? May we attempt to do it? 
What do we know about ourselves? Do not our eyes, 
our hands, and our feet, meet every where with won- 
ders, which by the investigation of how they exist, 
force us to exclaim, God is great! and we, human 
beings of yesterday, comprehend him not. 

‘‘The time will come when we may expect to com- 
prehend him better; but through all eternity we shall 
not be able to comprehend the Infinite God. And 
now we ask once more, why was this question about 
the Trinity agitated anew in our days? Farther than 
what the Bible plainly and unequivocally teaches with 
regard to the only and true God, we can advance not 
a step, and none should attempt it, regardless of the 
peace of mind of sincere Christians, and the harmony 
of the church. 

‘*It becomes us, with all humility, to say with an 
apostle, ‘no one knows what is of God, but the Spirit 
of Ged” This revealed truth is well expressed in am 
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the plain Christians of their denominations, by dis- 
putes about the pre-existence of Christ, with argu- 
ments borrowed from the writings of early European 
authors on this subject, imported into this country 
because they are falling into oblivion there, and have 
presumed to talk and draw conclusions on the essence 
and nature of the incomprehensible Divinity. Such at- 
‘tempts to find out God by searching, to find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection, we may call extreme presump- 
tion, perhaps by a harder name, but there is worldly 
wisdom in it. Those who build altar against altar in 
the Christian church, must be (let us hope unknown to 
themselves,) actuated by sectarian pride, self-interest, 
and the ambition to increase the numbers of their fol- 
lowers, by which their own censequence and lust of 
deminion is advanced. Doctrines not understood by 
themselves, and less so by their followers, must be 
multiplied and declared to be essential doctrines, to 
form and strengthen the wall of separation between 
Christian believers, who without them, would, with 
regard to the few real essential doctrines of the Chris- 
tian religion, be of one spirit in the purity and simpli- 
city of the gospel doctrine, and by it be led into the 
paths of humble faith and genuine piety. This demi- 
neering spirit has existed from the first promulgation 
of the Christian faith; in the dark ages it usurped an 
entire dominion over the minds of men; and at and 
since the reformation, the human mind has again been 
bound in the fetters of human creeds by this anti- 
christian spirit, which, in preventing the spread of the 
Gospel, has also been the source of much calamity and 
irreligion in all parts of the world, ‘That spirit was 


brought over, was planted, watered, and made to 
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‘Ecclesiastical dominion was established and main- 
‘tained among all the nations of Europe, by the clergy 
having succeeded in getting into their hands the pub- 
lic institutions for the education of the people; where- 
-by an ascendancy was gained over their minds, and a 
blind attachment was secured to a particular creed. 
In this country, it has already happened, that all the 
higher institutions for the education of the rising gene- 
‘ration, with a very few exceptions, are made subser- 
vient to the forming of devotees to one religious deno- 
mination, by being placed exclusively in the hands of 
its ministers, of all others the most zealous, active, 
ambitious, and intolerant; and who also increase their 
consideration and influence by taking the lead in 
other institutions and associations connected with re- 
ligion, 

If the danger to be apprehended to the freedom of 
reeligious opinions, in consequence of this potent means 
of influence, may not as yet be a cause of fear and 
“apprehension through the whole extent of the Republic, 
two at least, of the most powerful and populous states, 
are in a fair way to be brought, at no distant time, under 
their predominant influence, which,when once acquired, 
must be followed by political power, and will end in 
persecution. ‘The late virulent attack on the Quakers, 
a religious denomination deservedly respected every 

where else, and who in any country had reason, and 
in this a right, to hope for peace and security, is well 
calculated to disclose the intolerance of that sect, 
which, when arguments fail, denounces as no Chris- 
tians all who bend not their knees to their ministers, 
and do not submit to their creed, and despotic church 
government, With the religious feelings, and the 
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priestcraft and the kingcraft, of many other countries, 
we thank God for the toleration, the liberty, and the 
intelligence of our own, and that we live in a land, 
where opinion is free, where there are too many sects 
for one to gain the pre-eminence, where the supreme 
power is in the hands of the people, and where the 
people feel too liberally, and know too much, to abuse 
that power for the detestable purposes of religious in- 
tolerance. 

And it is not because we trust, any more than our 
correspondent and friend, to the strength and duration 
of our written constitutions, that we are led to think 
thus of the religious prospects of our country. We 
know that any thing on paper may be burnt at the 
flaming pile of fanaticism, or torn in pieces by the 
hands of a misguided mob, or remain a dead letter on 
the shelf where it is deposited. We look beyond our 
constitutions to the spirit of the people, the spirit which 
framed them, the spirit which we believe is as generous 
and as free as when it framed them, and which, we 
believe, will continue to be so, notwithstanding some 
local and partial perversions, and in spite of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, and the Institution at Andover, and the 
Seminary at Princeton, and Dr. Spring’s Church, and 
all the bigots in the land. 

We are no optimists. We do not look for the reign 
of universal charity and toleration among us, at pre- 
sent, any more than for one of universal virtue, or uni- 
versal peace. We have seen, and heard, and felt, 
enough of the influence of religious pride, proscrip- 
tion, and ignorance; and we expect to see, hear, and 
feel a great deal more of it while we live. But though 
this vexes us sometimes, and sometimes makes us sor- 

g* 
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An Eastern Tale. 103 


where they sit, and denounce ourselves, and put our 
book on an Index Expurgatorius? Would it distress 
us? We rather think that if the bull of excommunica- 
tion were not so long as to occupy too many of our 
pages, ‘‘to the exclusion of more valuable matter,” we 
should print it in our Miscellany, for public edifica- 
tion. 

And finally, it is our decided and cherished belief, 
that even if in two or three of our states, an exclusive 
and persecuting ecclesiastical power should gain a 
serious ascendancy, it could not be exercised to ex- 
tremity, or for any length of time. The whole coun- 
try would cry shame upon it. Public opinion would 
attack it, and public opinion could not be resisted— 
it is irresistible. 


etal 


An Eastern Tale. 


ly the early days of the world, while every thing 
was yet uncertain, a caravan once crossed a desert, on 
its way toan unknown land. ‘The company consisted 
of various parties, and neither of them had been in 
the country, though they all united in believing it to 
be the most desirable spot on earth, and its king the 
mildest and best of governors, 

They amused themselves on their journey with draw- 
ing pictures of what they were to see, and to enjoy, 
and with discussing the character of the ruler, under 
whose sway they were to place themselves. As there 
were no cities nor land-marks in the desert, they had 
no other guides than the stars inthe heavens; and as the 
clouds were constantly flitting over these, they dis- 
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and associate with my subjects; you will find them 
good instructers. Forget the past, and grow as wise 
and as happy as you can.” And with this he dis- 
missed them. 

My friends, we can never find out the Almighty to 
perfection. We do but know that he exists, and that 
he loves us, and it becomes us to deport ourselves as 


humble and obedient subjects. 
G. B 


.- 


Milton on heresy, 


From his ** Treatise of Civil Power in Ecclesiastical Causes. ” 


But we shall not carry it thus. Another Greek 
apparitién stands in our way, Heresy and Heretic; in 
like manner also railed at to the people, as in a tongue 
unknown. They should first interpret to them, that 
heresy, by what it signifies in that language, is no 
word of evil note—meaning only the choice or following 
of any opinion, good or bad, in religion, or any other 
learning; and thus, not only in heathen authors, but in 
the New Testament itself, without censure or blame; 
Acts xv. 5. **Certain of the heresy of the Pharisees 
which believed;” and xxvi. 5. ‘*After the exactest 
heresy of our religion, L lived a Pharisee.”? In which 
sense presbyterian or independent may without re- 
proach be called a heresy. Where it is mentioned 
with blame, it seems to differ little from schism; 1 Cor. 
xi. 18, 19. **I hear that there be schisms among you,” 
&c. ‘‘for there must also heresies be among you.” 
Though some who write of heresy after their own 
heads, would make it far worse than schism; whereas, 
on the contrary, schism signifies division, and in the 
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believed Christ, first for the woman’s word, but next, 
and much rather for his own, so we the-scripture; first 
on the church’s word, but afterwards and much more 
for its own, as the word of God; yea, the church itself 
we believe then for the scripture. The inference of 
itself follows. If by the protestant doctrine we believe 
the scripture, not for the church’s saying, but for its 
own, as the word of God, then ought we to believe 
what in our conscience.we apprehend the scripture ‘to 
say, though the visible church, with all her doctors, 


gainsay; and being taught to believe them only for the 


scripture, thev who so do are not heretics, but the best 
protestants, and by their opinions, whatever they be, 
can hurt no protestant, whose rule is not to receive 
them but from the scripture; which te interpret con- 
vincingly to his own conscience, none is able but him- 
self guided by the Holy Spirit; and not so guided, none 
than he to himself can be a worse deceiver. 

To protestants, therefore, whose common rule and 
touchstone is the scripture, nothing ean with more 
conscience, more equity, nothing more protestantly 
can be permitted, than a free and lawful debate at all 
times by writing, conference, or disputation of what 
opinion soever, disputable by seripture. Concluding, 
that no man in religion is preperly a heretic at ‘this 
day, but he who maintains traditions or opinions not 
probable by scripture; who, for aught I know, is the 


papist only; be the only heretic, who counts al! here- 
tics but himself. 
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order, that the said Hooper be neither, at the time of 
his execution, nor in going to the place thereof, suf- 
fered to speak at large; but thither to be led quietly, 
and in silence, for eschewing further infection, and such 
inconvenience as may otherwise ensue in this part. 
Whereof fail not, as ye tender our pleasure. 


ee 


Objects of Prayer. 


**Lorp, teach us to pray,” is a wish that finds an 
echo in every pious mind; and from the model of 
prayer, which our Saviour has left us, we may draw 
the best general lesson of what should be the legitimate 
objects of our desires. We are there taught to hallow 
the name of our heavenly Parent, to rejoice in his go- 
vernment, and to be interested in the progress of his 
truth, and the accomplishment of all his designs of 
mercy and love; to enter into the spirit of heaven, 
and to desire that the obedience of man to the divine 
will may be as pure, as heartfelt, and sincere, as is that 
of the angels of God. ‘*Give us this day our daily 
bread,” is all the thought which is bestowed on merely 
earthly good. We are taught, also, to presume to ask 
no more mercy from God, and are reminded that we 
can hope to receive no more, than we habitually extend 
to our fellow men. We are to pray, in fine, to be 
guarded from that temptation, which our nature may 
be too frail to resist; and to be rescued from that evil, 
which destroys the soul. 

We find, therefore, that the principal blessings, 
which according to this sublime and comprehensive 


model, we are to ask, are almost wholly spiritual; 
10 
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same spirit among others. ‘This is a sense in which 
our country may be allowed to be better for the prayers 
of a good man, even by those who are not prepared to 
say, that 
‘*Perbaps she owes 

Her sunshine, and her rain, her blooming spring, 

Aud plenteous harvest, to the prayer he makes, 

When Isaac-like, the solitary saiut 

Walks forth to meditate at eventide, 

And think on her, who thinks not on herself.” 


But with whatever reserve we may think it proper to 
petition for merely earthly good,—for spiritual bless- 
ings, for the good of the mind, we hardly need place 
any bounds toour desires. These are the great objects 
of a Christian’s concern. For these he is not only 
permitted, but invited to pray to the God of mercies. 
When he asks for these things, he is sure that he asks 
for what is truly and eternally good; and that the fa- 
vour and concurrence of the spirit of God may be se- 
curely relied on. Let him, therefore, when he retires 
to his closet, and shuts it on the cares and vanities of 
the world; when his faith awakes, and his passions 
sleep; when a sense of the glorious majesty of God 
comes over his spirit, and the dread of the Most High 
falls on him, and the conviction of the sacred presence 
awes, sanctifies, and elevates his mind—let him pray— 
let him pray for the goods of this life, for health, pros- 
perity, and joy, with the greatest lowliness, caution, 
and self-restraint; but let him pour out the pious fer - 
vours and strong devotions of his soul, without re- 
straint or fear, for increase of faith, for elevation of 
hope, and for perfected charity; for purified passions, 
and resignation of will; for strength in the hour of 
temptation, and support in the day of trial; for the 
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Yet more, the depths have more!—Thy waves have 
roll’d 
Above the cities of a world gone by! 
Sand hath fill’d up the palaces of old, 
Sea-weed o’ergrown the halls of revelry! 
—Dash o’er them, ocean! in thy scornful play, 
Man yields them to decay. 


Yet more! the billows and the depths have more! 

High hearts and brave are gather’d to thy breast! 

They hear not now the booming waters roar; 

The battle-thunders will not break their rest. 

—Keep thy red gold and gems, thou stormy grave! 
Give back the true and brave! 


Give back the lost and lovely!—those for whom 
The place was kept at board and hearth so long, 
The prayer went up through midnight’s breathless 
gloom, 
And the vain yearning woke ’midst festal song. 
Hold fast thy buried isles, thy towers o’erthrown, 
—But all is not thine own! 


To thee the love of woman hath gone down, 

Dark flow the tides o’er manhood’s noble head, 

O’er youth’s bright locks, and beauty’s flowery crown; 

—Yet must thou hear a voice—Restore the dead! 

Earth shall reclaim her precious things from thee, 
Restore the dead, thou sea! 


— +--+ 


Colman’s Dedication Sermon. 


In our number for last July, there was a notice of the 
dedication of a new unitarian church, in Lynn, Massa- 
chusetts. The sermon which was preached on that 

10% 
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the human race; to the exercise of that beneficepce, which nature 
suggests and which religion enjoins; and to the cultivation of that 
moral purity and goodness, which are the great ends of the religion 
he has given us, and which constitute the splendour and excellence of 
his own nature. 


‘“May the anathemas of bigotry and intolerance never deseerate this 
place. May the voice of truth be heard here in all its power, and 
its light break forth in all its lustre and glory. May the name of 
Christ here be always honoured and his temper always maintained. 
May the homage, which is here offered to God, be the purest offer- 
ing of the understanding and the affections; since Ged is a spirit, and 
they that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in trath. Of 
many may it be said that they were born to God and to glory here; 
and when the hands which have reared this edifice are withering ia 
the grave, and the voices which have now filted this temple with the 
praises of God are mute in death, may it be our felicity to join in 
offering a purer sacrifice ard a more fragrant incense, in a temple 
‘not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens.’ ” 

We think that the author of this sermon was happy 
in the choice of his subject, and that he has been 
equally so in its management; and we only wish that 


we had room for further extracts. 


—_— 


Transylvania University. 


Tuis rising institution has lately been made the ob- 
ject of one of the most generous donations, which the 
cause of literature in our country has yet received. 
Col. James Morrison, of Lexington, Kentucky, lately 
deceased, has left to it by will, the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars in money, and has made it, beside, 
his residuary legatee; by which disposition it will ob- 
tain, as is supposed, the further sum of forty or fifty 
thousand dollars. 

A discourse, occasioned by the death of this gentle- 
man, was delivered on the nineteenth of last May, in 








PUL 


Uy 
re} 
ary 
TH] 
ap 


0 


yal 


AA 


bo 


DU, 


yO 
nd 


un 


ty 
oy 
yu 
ins 


uy 





jo UAIYVIIq INO ye prVse1 07 sn yySNe seq sy Yor in § Giusy 
JVY} JO AouBUaIIIEU JY} 0} f7BAA0T PAOM PUR SyIGM sty Yom ‘syn 
asoyy jo Apnys oq) 03 fpaardsur sey por) yor ‘uOsead yy yo sto 
-X9 Ppalazjajun oy} 0} fystLIYD 0} pue Por 0) JIADP MoU JM * ARLAqT 

pus ‘Aynsnpur ‘yjrys anok fq paarea faamjon.ns poy neaq sity] ., 
QSINOISIP }UA|{IIKI UB JO WOTS 

-njou0s ayeridosdde ayy wos soSessed Surmoyyoy ou y, 
‘Anand yyy ayy pur ‘ssavsnotias yyAnoy ay} ‘a91000/" 
-9uag ponInUL ply BY} SAyuMYI pOSsaaruN st PaTOTMaUE 
ISLIIJOVIVYD puodES By T, ,,"pox 0} AjuO asqisuodsas 
91% 9m £9}R}S By} JO Doved puY SMT BMOSaTOYM JY} 
ysureSe puayo 30U Op 9M sv Suoy os Syory ut *yeuossad 
Ayjo1148 UsgdU09 B st UOstjoy *AjNp puv yyy Ano 0} se 
‘g0ua19su09 puke UOsvat UMO «no UOdn jeadde jeuy INO 
{Sai 9M ‘Sn papsoye aSpajMouy jo suvoui ay} Jo samod 
INO UL BSN [NYE] Ysour oy) opeut Suravy yey) ‘sarjdut 
Ajuo yy ‘asja ouo A19a0 wos ATpudIayIp Joe pue yuryy 
0} a1 am yey) Aydun Ayuessaosu you saop S12A0M0Y 
*SQA]aSINO JO} JV PUL YUIY} OF, ‘“SeAtasway} JOy 4OR 
pur ‘yvads ‘aspnf ‘yurq) sfemye,, ‘royovoid ayy sAvs *41 
JO SAIQUIGU IY} 49"T,, ‘aUapuadapur aq 0} payuasaid 
-91 SI JBI} 4SAY IY} 6AJVIDOS URNSIAYD. BV IZIAII}OvARYD 

P[Noys YIYA JONpUOd jo 981N0d 9y} 0} PAVSa1 WAL 
“Aprunwiw0s 94} ur diys 
-MO][9} ULYSIIYD pue [IIMA poos Jo Surysuayo oy) pur 
‘s]e10U PUR UOISI[II UI UOIINAYSUL pouazYysijUs Jo Sur 
-1N99S 9Y} ‘pox jo diysiom Lutes pue JUasTazul sy} 
aq 0} paivpep oie 4yo1908 uRIVSLAYD & Jo sjIelqo oy, 
“paziajyminys ag pmoys pr yom fg yonpuod fo as.inod 
9y7 pue ‘uorjeIOosse uv Yons Jo sjaalgo sadoud ay} jo 
speoy yedroutid oa} 94} OFUT SaplAIp ay YoY fasino0d 
-sip sty jo yafqns ayy se asyovoid oy} Aq uaye} sear 
‘fjawog unysiyy v 07 sadoud sajananyo ay, “pezutid 
Waeq aouIs sey SuRUTO “zy “Ady 943 Aq SuOISeDD0 


"UMOULLIS’ UOYDIDATT § UDU}O)D FLT 




















Transylvania University. 115 


the human race; to the exercise of that beneficepce, which nature 
suggests and which religion enjoins; and to the cultivation of that 
moral purity and goodness, which are the great ends of the religion 
he has given us, and which constitute the splendour and excellence of 
his own nature. 

‘¢May the anathemas of bigotry and intolerance never desecrate this 
place. May the voice of truth be heard here in all its power, and 
its light break forth in all its lustre and glory. May the name of 
Christ here be always honoured and his temper always maintained. 
May the homage, which is here offered to God, be the purest offer- 
ing of the understanding and the affections; since Ged is a spirit, and 
they that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in truth. Of 
many may it be said that they were born to God and to glory here; 
and when the hands which have reared this edifice are withering in 
the grave, and the voices which have now filted this temple with the 
praises of God are mute in death, may it be our felicity to join in 
offering a purer sacrifice and a more fragrant incense, in a temple 
‘not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens,’ ” 


We think that the author of this sermon was happy 
in the choice of his subject, and that he has been 
equally so in its management; and we only wish that 
we had room for further extracts. 


Transylvania University. 


Tuis rising institution has lately been made the ob- 
ject of one of the most generous donations, which the 
cause of literature in our country has yet received. 
Col. James Morrison, of Lexington, Kentucky, lately 
deceased, has left to it by will, the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars in money, and has made it, beside, 
his residuary legatee; by which disposition it will ob- 
tain, as is supposed, the further sum of forty or fifty 
thousand dollars. 

A discourse, occasioned by the death of this gentle- 
man, was delivered on the nineteenth of last May, in 
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ty, goodness, and impartiality of the Deity in all the relations of life, 
in the wide variety of natural scenery before him, in the temple made 
without hands as well as in that erected by human art and consecra- 
ted to the immediate acts of formal worship, in the ages that are past 
as well as in those now present, in the foreign city and cottage of the 
distant gentile, as well as in the metropolis of christendom and the 
village church of the pious followers of the heaven-directed teacher of 
Nazareth. With him, a life of virtue was the most acceptable ho- 
mage to the Deity. He knew and felt that the end of all genuine re- 
ligion is to make men good, useful, and happy. He erdinarily at- 
tended worship in the churches of the Presbyterians, a highly re- 
spectable and pious body of christians; but he was entirely eclectic in 
his principles, taking truth wherever he found it, and giving the hand 
of fellowship to all good men of every country and denomination. In 
this respect he invites our imitation, and furnishes us with a suitable 
occasion to thank our Heavenly Father for the happy formation of his 
character, for the judicious direction of his opinions, and for the 
eatholic scope of his philanthropic communion,” 


We are glad to see so honourable a tribute as the 
discourse of president Holley, paid to the memory of 
a departed patron of literature. It may remind others 
of their obligations to society, and proclaim to them 
how worthy an object it is for the exercise of liberal- 
ity, to diffuse the light of knowledge and the blessings 
of instruction among the rapidly increasing population 
of our country. 


Theological Institution at Cambridge. 


Tue public examination of the students of the The- 
ological School at Cambridge, took place there on the 
twelfth of last August. The audience was larger than 
any former one on this occasion, and the performances 
were highly gratifying to the friends of the institution. 
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Obituary Notice. 
From the National Intelligencer. 


Drep near St. Stephen’s, in the state of Alabama, on 
the third day of June last, Mrs. Amy Toulmin, wife of 
Mr. John{B. Toulmin, of that place. She was born at 
Falmouth, in Cornwall, England, on the eighteenth day 
of May, 1789, and out of four beautiful children, lost 
three soon after her removal to America. A more amia- 
ble woman could not easily be found. Pious, mild, gen- 
tle, intelligent, she was certainly one of the greatest 
ornaments of her sex. She was a woman of extraor- 
dinary vigour and exertion. Well educated in litera- 
ture, as well as in morals, she acquired, after the 
death of her father-in-law, Dr. Joshua Toulmin, pas- 
tor of the unitarian church at Birmingham, a know- 
ledge of Weston’s most complicated system of short- 
hand, in which Dr. Toulmin’s sermons were written. 
She selected out of several hundred sermons, an octavo 
volume of most. interesting and pathetic discvurses. 
They have reached America. 

She was born of a quaker family, and professed the 
faith of the Friends. Perhaps she was not under the 
dominion of their full faith and discipline. Certainly 
she was not an exclusive quaker. She frequented the 
worship of other Christian churches. Her religion did 
not consist in dress, in form, or in ceremonies. Yet 
the quietness of her manners, the zeal of her charity, 
her diffusive spirit of benevolence, her speedy for- 
giveness of injuries, though quickly felt at the moment, 
entitled her to the character of a quaker. No—not 


exactly; but to the character of an almost perfect 
Christian. C. 
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Doctrine of two Natures in Christ. 


Ix is one objection to the doctrine of the Trinity, 
that it ascribes two natures to Jesus Christ; that not 
content with representing God as existing in three dis- 
tinct persons, it divides one of those persons, by assign- 
ing to him a divine and a human nature. This extra- 
ordinary doctrine is a necessary consequence of the 
trinity, and is, we think, one of the greatest incum- 
brances with which it is loaded. If the former be over- 
thrown, the latter falls with it. We consider it pecu- 
liarly unfortunate for the advocates of the trinity, that 
their hypothesis involves a supposition, which is attend- 
ed with all the formidable difficulties with which the 
doctrine of two natures in Christ is surrounded. 

We shall proceed to state more explicitly, what is 
understood by this doctrine at the present day, and 
bring into view some of the most important objections 
to it, after offering a few observations upon its origin 
and growth in the earlier ages of the church. 

The simple doctrines of Christianity became disfi- 
gured by a mixture of human falsehood and error, in 
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ewn way, and often loosely or carelessly expressed; or 
if, in a few instances, forms of expression in general 
use were adhered to, they had never been fully ex- 
plained, or accurately investigated, and therefore were 
far from being always understood, or having at all times 
the same force.* 

Arius, having early in the fourth century published 
opinions, which were deemed false and dangerous by 
the predominant party, the council of Nice was assem- 
bled, A. D. 525, to suppress the growing heresy, and 
settle the faith of future ages. ‘The labours of this 
council resulted in the production of the well known 
document, called the Nicene Creed, in which the Son 
is declared to be ‘‘of one substance with the Father,t 
very God of very God,” *‘who came down from hea- 
ven, and was incarnate, and was made flesh.” 

The Deity of the Son being acknowledged, it next 
became an inquiry, in what manner the divine and 


* The want of uniformity and precision in the sentiments of the 
Ante-Nicene Fathers on the subject of the Trinity, is acknowledged 
by the learned Jesuit Petavius, who was not deficient in tenderness 
and respect for the Fathers of his church. Dogmata Theologica, tom. 
li, lib. i. cap. iii, et iv. 

+ ‘Ouoscioyv ta Mazes, The expression in the original is not 
wholly free from ambiguity. ‘Omexcsoy, the term used to express 
the consubstantialiiy of the Son with the Father, appears to have been 
employed by the Platonics and Platonizing Fathers, to express, not a 
numerical, but only a specific identity—not that one thing was nume- 
rically of the same substance with another, but partook of the same 
nature, In this sense it seems to have been employed by the Fathers 
of the Nicene Council. Succeeding ages, while they have retained 
the language, have departed from the sentiments of these Fathers. 
Petavius, in his Dog, Theol. tom. ii. lib. iv. cap. v. has brought 
together a great mass of learning, on the origin and use of the term 
omeseTiov, See also Eusebii Ces, Epistola, extant in Socrates, Hist. 
Eccles, lib, i. cap, viii. and Theodoret. Hist, Eccles. lib, i. cap. xii, 
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is but one incarnate nature in Christ; an unfortunate 
expression, which lighted up the flame of controversy, 
and occasioned schisms, which succeeding ages have 
not been able to repress.—The doctrine of the incarna- 
tion and its consequences were subjects of debate 
among the Fathers, and called forth decrees of coun- 
cils, particularly in the three following centuries. It 
was a nice point to mark the distinction and union of 
the two natures in Christ, and preserve the latter with- 
out destroying the former. 

Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, A. D. 428, 
and founder of the powerful sect of Nestorians, alarm- 
ed at the absurd consequences which followed the sup- 
position of Apollinaris, and desirous of shunning the 
error of confounding the two natures, was betrayed 
into the use of expressions, which were thought to im- 
ply the existence of two persons in Jesus Christ. 
He was disgusted with the expression, ‘‘mother of 
God,” which it was then becoming customary to apply 
to Mary. He considered it more proper to call her 
‘smother of Christ.”” He was shocked too at the idea, 
that God had suffered and died. He acknowledged 
that perfect God was indissolubly united with perfect 
man in Jesus Christ; but the language which he fre- 
quently employed appeared to his adversaries consis- 
tent only with the supposition, that this union was 
very slight and feeble; and they could not discover, 
how the personal unity of the Saviour was preserved, 
while the divine and human natures remained distinct, 
as he described them to be. After some unsuccessful 
attempts had been made to induce him to retract his 
opinion, a general council was assembled at Ephesus, 
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council assembled at Constantinople, A. D. 448, by 
which he was condemned, deprived of his sacerdotal 
office, removed from the government of his monastery, 
and cut off from the communion of the church. He was 
afterwards absolved and restored, and they who had 
been active in procuring his deposition, were anathe- 
matized by a council assembled at Ephesus, A. D. 449, 
conducted with somewhat more than usual irregularity 
and violence. He was allowed, however, only a short 
respite. He was again anathematized by the Council 
of Chalcedon, the fourth general or cecumenical coun- 
cil, A. D. 451. This council claims the merit of hav- 
ing ascertained and settled the doctrine of the incar- 
nation, which, according to its creed, is in substance as 
follows. Jesus Christ is truly God and man, perfect in 
both natures, consubstantial with the Father with res- 
pect to his divinity, and consubstantial with us with res- 
pect to his humanity.* The two natures, the divine and 


the heat of controversy, and thought, that their opinions had as little 
in common with each other as their language. See Le Clere, Biblioth. 
Anc, et Mod. tom. xxviii. p. 265, 268. Biblioth. Univ, et Hist, 
tom. viii. p. 340; xxi, 19. Those who wish to pursue the inquiry re- 
lating to the above mentioned heresies, will find ample materials in 
the learned work of Petavius, already referred to, of which the fifth 
and sixth volumes, comprising more than seven hundred folio pages, 
are devoted to the subject of the mcarnation, 


* The expression in the original, as given by Evagrius, lib. ii, cap. 
4, and Petav. Dog. lheol. tom, v. lib. ii, cap, ii, 6, is opmoscioy Tw 
Tharp: xara tyv Osotnra, xai omoyciov nusy Tov avTov 
xaTO THY avée WROTHT A, Upon wineh Dr. Jortin obs rves, 
**From this remarkable expression, (ii these Fathers knew what they 
said,) it may be inferred, that by consubstantiakty they meant to es- 
tablish a geneical, and not a numerical identity of substance.”—~—Re-= 
marks on Ecclesiastical History, vol, iv. p. 295. Le Clere has a 
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Doctrine of two Natures in Christ. 129 


absolutely infallible, never errs, following in the steps 
of the unreformed Catholic church, determines that, 
‘‘the son—took man’s nature—so that two whole and 
perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and man- 
hood were joined together in one person, never to be 
divided, whereof is one Christ, very God and very 
man.” Article second.—It is added by an expositor, 
‘‘the essential properties of one nature were not com- 
municated to the other nature—each kept his respec- 
tive properties distinct, without the least confusion in 
their most intimate union.’’* 

‘‘In whatever way,” says Professor Stuart, ‘‘the 
union of the two natures was effected, it neither de- 
stroyed nor essentially changed either the divine or the 
human nature.” He supposes Christ to be God om- 
niscient and omnipotent; and still a feeble man of im- 
perfect knowledge.”t 

It is unnecessary to add more to show what the re- 
ceived opinion on this subject is.—The doctrine of the 


which is unsound to say,and impossible to be; wherefore both na- 
tures in this mystery do subsist entire, distinct and unconfused, each 
retaining its essential and natural properties. ” 

After some further remarks of a similar character, he adds, ‘“The 
natures were joined undividedly;—there is but one Christ, one per- 
son, to whom, being God, and being man, are truly and properly 
attributed.” 


“«The same person never ceased to be both God and man; not even 
then, when our Lord as man did undergo death; for he raised him- 
self from the dead, he reared the temple of his own body, being 
fallen; as being God he was able to raise himself, as being’ man he 
was capable of being raised by himself; the union between God and 
man persisting, when the union between human body and soul was 
dissolved.”’— Works, voi. ii. p. 255, Ed. 1716. 


* Prettyman, Elements of Christian Theology, vol. 2. 
+ Letter Second. 
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Attacks on the Characters of Unitarians. 1$1 


times acted and spoke in one, and sometimes in the 
other, of these natures; that when he said, for instance, 
that he did not know at what time an event was to 
take place, he must be understood as referring to his 
human nature, and as intending to say, that he did 
not know it as man, although he knew it perfectly as 
God; that when he is described as having infirmities, 
and tasting of sorrows and death, these things are 
said of him as man. Whatever language, impressions, 
feelings and actions are attributed to him, which can- 
not be ascribed to him simply as God, must, it is 
affirmed, be attributed to his human nature. 

Such is the famous ‘*key,” as it has been called, by 
the help of which the Scriptures are said to be ren- 
dered intelligible and easy. 

Now to this hypothesis there are several strong ob- 
jections, some of the principal of which we propose 


to state in our next number. 
A. L. 


Attacks on the Characters of Unitarians. 


Tuirry years ago the late Dr. Andrew Fuller pub- 
lished a book, in which he undertook to point out the 
immoral tendency of Socinianism. With this view he 
asserted that Socinians entertain low and diminutive 
notions of the evil of sin, and that they caress persons 
who have similar ideas in regard to sin. In support of 
these allegations, he professed to refer to Dr. Priest- 
ley’s work on Philosophical Necessity, but instead of 
quoting it fairly, he began by substituting his own 
words for Dr. Priestley’s language; he then intro- 
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philus Lindsey, and other worthies now departed, but 
who were all actively engaged in the christian minis- 
try, when Dr. Fuller’s work first appeared in print, 
might be deemed a practical refutation of the allegations 
made against Socinianism as hostile to genuine piety; 
for it is reasonable to expect, that had such been its 
tendency, this must have appeared in the tempers and 
lives of its most zealous and distinguished advocates. 

The author of Letters on Unitarianism, a work lately 
published in this country, treads in the footsteps of 
Dr. Fuller; but he adduces no facts to substantiate his 
allegations against Unitarianism. His opinion is freely 
given and frequently reiterated; but we look in vain 
for the evidence of established facts. In one res- 
pect, however, he has gone beyond his predecessor, 
and, so far, is entitled to the credit of originality. I 
allude to the comparison which he has made between 
the fabled syrens and the influence of unitarians. 
Lest your readers should not have access to Dr. Mil- 
ler’s work, not only this passage, but one or two other 
passages, on which some observations are now to be 
made, will be transcribed at full length. 

‘‘Unitarianism will give less pain to natural feelings, 
will call for less self-denial, and will more readily ac- 
commodate itself to every sort of pursuit and habit, 
except that which is right, than any other scheme 
which calls itself by the name of christianity.”” pages 
16, 17. 

‘‘Deliberately believing, as I do, that the system of 
the unitarians is nothing less than a total denial and 
subversion of the christian religion, and that, so far 
as they gain an influence, it is like that of the fabled 
syrens of old, to allure but to destroy, it is impossible 

12 
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vazine; where it is said, that he has shown ‘‘much 
candour and christian meekness.” It is true, that he 
has not used the term Socinian, as descriptive of uni- 
iarians, but which is inapplicable to them; and he is 
willing that they should be treated as sober deists in 
disguise; which, considering that he represents them 
as more dangerous than deists, is going a great way to 
keep them in good humour. Still, notwithstanding all 
this appearance of civility, the great body of the work, 
from which the preceding paragraphs have been ex- 
tracted, abounds with assertions injurious to the cha- 
racters of unitarians; and the comparison of them to 
the fabled syrens, with the remark relative to ¢emporal 
ruin, as resulting from unitarian sentiments, hold up 
the idea in language sufficiently obvious, that young 
men who are possessed of property, will do well to 
avoid coming into close contact with unitarians, at 
least with those unitarians, who are zealous for Unita- 
rianism. If this is not what is meant, I acknowledge 
that the comparison of unitarians to syrens, is to me 
unintelligible; nor will it be easy to attach any mean- 
ing to the passage in which the syrens are mentioned. 
If it be thought surprising, that the professor should 
be so willing to prefer infidel to unitarian influence, it 
ought to be recollected, that more than twenty years 
ago, in a letter toa reverend brother, relative to the 
candidates for the presidency of the United States, he 
scrupled not to declare that he would prefer a demo- 
cratic infidel toa christian aristocrat. Not having the 
newspaper before me which contained this letter, I 
may not be technically accurate as to the precise 
phraseology used, but I am strictly correct as to the 
sentiment expressed. 
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Let us now inquire how stands the case as a matter 
of fact. Since the gentleman declares what he asserts 
to be his deliberate belief, when he states that ‘‘the 
system of the unitarians is nothing less than a total 
denial and subversion of the Christian religion;”’ if he 
is correct in this declaration, it necessarily follows, 
that he and they do not hold a single article of belief 
in common as regards Christian faith. Unitarians be- 
lieve all that our Lord taught, as recorded by the four 
Evangelists, and all that is related concerning him. 
They receive him as the true Messiah, and confess that 
he is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father. They 
hold it to be their duty to embrace his religion, to obey 
his precepts, to imitate his example, to rely on his 
declarations and promises, and, as becomes those who 
confess that they are pilgrims and strangers on the 
earth, and whose citizenship is in heaven, not to be 
conformed to this world, but to set their affections on 
things above, to walk by faith, and by a patient conti- 
nuance in well doing, to seek for glory, honour, and 
immortality. 

This is a faint, and very imperfect outline of the 
system, which, according to Dr. Miller, ‘‘is nothing 
less than a total denial and subversion of the Christian 
religion,” and which **will more readily accommodate 
itself to every sort of pursuit, except that which is 
right, than any other scheme which calls itself by the 
name of Christianity.” And the adherents of this sys- 
tem are said to blaspheme the name, and degrade the 
religion of Jesus Christ! 

If indeed, under the profession of Christianity, and 
of a peculiar degree of zeal for its purity and advance- 


ment, they indulged themselves in such language as has 
12" 
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the body of unitarians, who were branded as blas- 
phemers.* 

The time was, when the crime of blasphemy con- 
sisted in cursing Jehovah; but according to the theology 
of some masters in our Israel, it is blasphemy to wor- 
ship any other than a trinity of persons in the Godhead. 
In other words, the disciples of Pope Damasus, who 
give glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost, are devout and acceptable worshippers, 
and are alone entitled to the Christian name; but the 
followers of Jesus Christ, who worship the Father, are 
not true worshippers; his holiness aforesaid having 
appointed a formula essentially different from that 
which our Lord taught his disciples. 

It would be easy to enlarge, but I trust enough has 
been said to show how groundless and untenable are 


the assertions made against Unitarianism, as a system 


calculated to render men at ease while in a state of 
wilful and allowed sin. ‘The characters of individuals, 
whether trinitarians or unitarians, are not topics for 
public discussion. The truly conscientious of both 
classes mourn over their fallen brethren. I will only 
add, that as the author of the Letters on Unitarianism 
is a believer in universal and inherent depravity, the 
sins of unitarians might as easily be accounted for 
from the corruption of their nature, as the sins of those 
of his own body; for, although they do not urge this as 
an extenuation of their sins, nor as a cause contributing 
to make them sinners, those who believe these things 
ought, in strict justice, to apply to them the same 
standard by which they judge of themselves. J. T. 

* We believe ourselves authorized to state that a work will soon 
be put to press in Boston, which will take as much notice of Dr. 
Miller’s Letters as they deserve. Ep. 
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Nature and Design of the Lord’s Supper. 141 


It is true that many Christians, a great majority in- 
deed of the Christian church, take the expressions, 
‘This is my body,” and ‘*This is my blood,” in their 
literal sense, and regard the bread and wine which are 
used in the communion as the real body and blood of 
Christ. I do not intend to examine this opinion at 
present; I shall consider it hereafter. I notice it now 
for the purpose of observing, that whatever those sub- 
stances are which we eat and drink, we eat and drink 
them simply and solely in remembrance of our Master. 
This is an important conclusion. We cannot bear it 
too strictly in mind that there is but one object de- 
clared in this rite, whatever we may believe to be the 
proper manner of its celebration, or the true nature of 
its elements. Whether we regard the substances of 
which we partake as merely bread and wine; whether 
we believe them to be the real body and blood of Christ, 
or whether, according to another class of Christians, 
we believe them to be both bread and flesh, wine and 
blood; still we cannot, without adding to what is writ- 
ten, partake of them for any other purpose than that of 
calling to remembrance our crucified and ascended 
Lord. If we are as thoroughly convinced of this point 
as we ought to be, the conviction will greatly contri- 
bute to simplify all our ideas on the subject. It is evi- 
dent from the words of our Saviour, that the rite of his 
Supper was designed by him to keep alive in his disci- 
ples the memory of what he had done and suffered for 
them. ‘Do this,” he says, ‘tin remembrance of me.” 
Why then do we hear of so many other designs and 
purposes? Why have men sought out so many inven- 
tions, and crowded them on the simplicity of the gos- 
pel 
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to use the word of the Old Testament, are memorials; 
the one being a memorial of the deliverance of the 
Israelites from the bondage of the Egyptians, and the 
other a memorial of the deliverance of a world from 
the bondage of sin, misery, and death. 

Although the design of these two rites is thus simi- 
lar, however, it would be a misapprehension to sup- 
pose them the same in all respects, or that the Chris- 
tian ordinance is a continuation of the Jewish festival. 
The passover was a feast upon sacrifice, as it is termed; 
that is to say, they who united in its celebration, par- 
took of something which had been sacrificed; in the 
Christian rite, this is obviously not the case. In the 
passover, there was. but one thing, the paschal lamb, 
to be partaken of; in the Lord’s supper, there are two, 
bread and wine. Though there is so great a similarity 
of design in these two rites, therefore, there is not 
such a resemblance between them in other respects, as 
to lead us to the supposition, that this ceremony of the 
Jews was continued by our Saviour, with a slight mo- 
dification, as a rite of his own religion. 

But while I am on this portion of my subject, it will 
be proper to mention, that it is highly probable that 
the Christian sacrament of the supper, though it be 
not really the same with the Jewish passover, was yet 
borrowed from some of the circumstances, which usage 
had incorporated with its celebration. We are told 
by Bishop Pearce, in his second letter to Waterland, 
that it was a custom among the Jews, in all their pub- 
lic festivals, **for the master of the house, when his 
guests were set down, to bless bread and then break 
it, and give a piece of it to every one at table; and so 
after supper to take a cup of wine, and having blessed 
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the cup of blessing, he made this action also a part of 
his ordinance, by adding, ‘‘Drink ye all of it, for this 
cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins; this do ye as oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

From what has been said concerning the words in 
which the Lord’s Supper was instituted, and the occa- 
sion on which it was established, the conclusion seems 
inevitable, that in its design it is simply a memorial, 
and that in its form it was founded on some practices 
observed by the Jews, though not required by their 
law, in eating the passover. 

As Jesus may have seen fit, however, in the commu- 
nications which he made to the apostles after his re- 
surrection, to institute some alteration in the nature of 
this ordinance, it becomes necessary to examine their 
writings, in order to ascertain whether any such change 
was really appointed. We find, on turning to these 
writings, that the apostle Paul has devoted a consider- 
able portion of his first Epistle to the Corinthians, to 
some remarks and instructions concerning the Lord’s 
Supper.* But we do not find, in any of these passages, 
the least intimation of a change in its nature or de- 
sign. The writer offers some very just reflections and 
injunctions with regard to the proper observance of the 
rite; but the account which he gives of its institution 
coincides, with the exception of a few additions which 
do not in the least affect its design, with the accounts 
which are given by the Evangelists. He informs us, as 
they do, that Jesus commanded his disciples to ob- 
serve it as a memorial. ‘The simple words of our 


* Parts of the tenth and eleventh chapters. 
13 
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of witchcraft, there is nothing to equal it; there is not 
one imagination among them all, which can pretend 
to vie with it, or which so daringly contradicts every 
principle of reason, and all the experience of the 
senses. 

To those, who, after the example of the ancient father, 
delight in exercising their faith on impossibilities, the 
above representation cannot be unpalatable; and none 
who are acquainted with the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, can accuse me of doing it injustice. That doctrine 
may be fairly stated thus. The elements to be used 
in the Communion, which before consecration are truly 
bread and wine, are changed by the act of consecra- 
tion,the one into the body and the other into the blood 
of Christ; nothing remaining of the bread and wine but 
their outward appearance. Under the form of the bread 
is the whole person and divinity of Jesus; and he is 
also entirely present under the form of the wine. But 
in breaking the bread, or drinking the wine, Christ is 
never divided; as he is wholly present under the form 
of each particle of the bread and each portion of the 
wine. He is in this manner really and wholly present 
in every part of the world, where the Eucharist may 
be celebrated, though it may be celebrated in ten 
thousand places at the same time; and he is not the 
less present at all times in heaven. I have not done; 
by direct inference from the doctrine of the trinity, 
cach particle of the bread, and each drop of the wine, 
is the Almighty Being who governs the universe. 

Such is the Roman Catholic doctrine of transub- 
stantiation. I will not say that the members of that 
church are not sincere in their belief of it. I will 
only say, that human ingenuity might strive in vain to 
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‘‘This is my blood.” It is contended that these ex- 
pressions are to be interpreted literally. Why they 
should be thus interpreted, it is hard to see. In the 
institution of the Jewish rite which has just now been 
noticed, it is said, This is the Lord’s Passover; but it 
has never been asserted, I believe, that the paschal 
lamb was Jehovah in the act of passing over the houses 
of the Israelites. And yet the rule of literal interpre- 
tation requires such a meaning. Again; we must make 
thorough work in this kind of interpretation. If we 
believe that the bread in the communion is the body 
of Christ, we must also believe, that it was so at the 
time of the first celebration; and that it was not only 
his body, but his crucified body, for Jesus said, ‘*This 


wine, That the same thing, at the same time, should be wholly 
above itself, and wholly below itself, within itself, and without 
itself, on the right hand, and on the left hand, and round about 
itself. That the same thing, at the same time, should move to and 
from itself, and lie still; or that it should be carried from one place to 
another through the middle space, and yet not move. That it should 
be brought from heaven to earth, and yet not come out of heaven, nor 
be at all in any of the middle spaces between heaven and earth. 
That to be one should be to be undivided from itself, and yet that 
one and the same thing should be divided from itself, ‘That a thing 
may be, and yet be nowhere. That a finite thing may be in all 
places at once. That a body may be in a place, and have there its 
dimensions, and colour, and all other qualities, and yet that it is 
not in the power of God to make it visible and tangible there, nor 
capable of doing or suffering any thing. ‘That there should be no 
certainty in our senses, and yet that we should know something cer- 
tainly, and yet know nothing but by our senses.” After enumerating 
several other contradictions, he adds, “All these, and many others 
of the like nature, are the unavoidable, and most of them the 
acknowledged consequences of your doctrine of transubstantiation, 
as it is explained one way or other by yourSchoolmen.” The Reli- 


gion of Protestants a safe way to Salvation, chap, iv. sec, 46. 
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the Rev. William Christie, in the seventy-fourth year 
of his age. 

Mr. Christie was a native of Scotland, and came 
with his family to this country about twenty-eight years 
ago. He was in early life engaged in business, but 
relinquished it in consequence of his devotedness to 
literary pursuits. Being a strict unitarian, he insti- 
tuted a society for unitarian worship, at Montrose in 
Scotland, in the year-1782, and continued statedly to 
officiate in it for several years, until his removal to 
Glasgow; so that he may be considered as the earliest 
unitarian minister in Scotland. The discourses which 
he delivered at Montrose on the organization of the 
society, were published in a duodecimo volume, and 
are entitled, ‘*Discourses on the Divine Unity;” this 
publication passed through several editions, being es- 
teemed in Great Britain inferior to no work on the 
same subject that has since appeared from the press. 
(The writer of this article is not acquainted with any 
volume which is equally systematic and complete.) 
After his removal to the United States, Mr. Christie 
was principally eccupied as a classical instructer, but 
of late years his declining strength rendered him un- 
equal to the task of superintending a school. 

Besides the work already mentioned, he published 
‘¢Sixteen Dissertations on the Divine Unity;” a work 
of considerable merit, but which, probably from the 
obscurity of its author, and the peculiar phraseology 
of its title page, has not been much called for. He 
also published several poems and other small pieces; 
a speech delivered at the inteyment of Dr. Priestley, 
and a review of the doctor’s theological works. 
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and in the expression of devotional language;—a suit- 
able preparation for the society of the just made per- 


fect, and the regions of peace and love. 
J.T. 


— -—- 


New Werk proposed by Rammohun Roy. 


In reading the preface to Rammohun Roy’s Final 
Appeal to the Christian Public, our attention was 
powerfully arrested by the following proposal for a 
monthly theological publication. 

‘*As Christianity is happily not a subject resting on 
vague metaphysical speculations, but is founded upon 
the authority of books written in languages, which are 
understood and explained according to known and 
standing rules, I therefore propose, with a view to the 
more speedy and certain attainment of religious truth, 
to establish a monthly periodical publication, com- 
mencing from the month of April next, to be devoted 
to Biblical criticism, and to subject unitarian as well 
as trinitarian doctrines to the test of fair argument, if 
those of the latter persuasion will consent thus to sub- 
mit the scriptural grounds on which their tenets con- 
cerning the Trinity are built. 

‘*For the sake of method and convenience, I propose 
that, beginning with the Book of Genesis, and taking 
all the passages in that portion of Scripture, which are 
thought to countenance the doctrine of the Trinity, we 
should examine them one by one, and publish our ob- 
servations upon them; and that next month we pro- 
ceed in the same manner with the Book of Exodus, 
and so on with all the Books of the Old and New Tes- 
taments, in their regular order. 
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Installation at Brooklyn. 155 


such an undertaking. A periodical publication, de- 
voted to the exegesis, as Professor Stuart would call it, 
of the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, to be carried 
on by a Bramin of Hindostan, in the English language, 
at his own expense, with his own types, and at a press 
which is worked by his own countrymen! Who would 
have ventured to predict such a thing twenty years 
ago? 

It has been for some time one of our most pleasing 
contemplations to mark the path of this man. Itisa 
track of light in a dark sky. We cannot despair of 
the conversion of British India, at no very distant pe- 
riod, to a pure system of religion and morals, while 
we behold such a man as Rammohun Roy, labouring 
with all his heart and all his means in the cause of 
reason and knowledge and truth. 


Installation at Brooklyn. 


On Wednesday, the fifth of November, the Rey. 
Samuel Joseph May was installed Pastor of the First 
Church and Society in Brooklyn, Connecticut. Intro- 
ductory prayer by Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Petersham; 
sermon by Rev. Mr. Walker, of Charlestown, (from 1 
Corinthians, i. 23, 24;) consecrating prayer by Rev. 
Dr. Bancroft, of Worcester; charge by Rev. Dr. Free- 
man, of Boston; right hand of fellowship, by Rev. 
Mr. Peabody of Springfield; address to the people, by 
Rev. Dr. Thayer, of Lancaster; concluding prayer, by 
Rev. Mr. Parkman, of Boston. 

This installation is an encouraging sign of the times. 
It announces to the friends of gospel freedom, that 
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Doctrine of Two Natures in Christ. 


Tx our last number we attempted a slight historical 
notice of the doctrine of the union of two natures in 
Jesus Christ, and expressed our intention to consider, 
in a future number, some of the most important objec- 
tions to this hypothesis. We shall now proceed to state 
these objections, after observing, in order to prevent 
being misunderstood, that we fully admit the divinity 
of our Lord’s character and mission. That he was 
the ‘*Son of God,” that he always acted and spoke 
with divine authority, is not doubted. Nothing we 
are about to offer is inconsistent with the supposition, 
that he holds the most exalted rank among finite intel- 
ligences, that he is superior to all other beings who 
possess only a derived existence, and inferior only to 
Him who ‘‘inhabits eternity,” and fills the throne of 
the universe. We hope that we feel as deeply impress- 
ed with the excellences of his character, and the im- 
portance of what he has done for us, as any of our bre- 
thren who entertain different views of his person. All 


we attempt to show is, that there is no foundation for 
14 
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Doctrine of two Natures in Christ. 159 


butes of the divine and human natures? God is infi- 
nite, everlasting, immutable, omnipotent, omniscient, 
and infallible. Man is finite, limited in knowledge 
and power, weak, erring, subject to vicissitude, dis- 
ease, and death. Now, let any one, who ventures to 
use his understanding, say whether these qualities are 
compatible with each other. For ourselves, we think 
they are such, that their union in the same being is 
naturally impossible. It is the union of infinite and 
finite, of knowledge and ignorance, of power and 
weakness, of perfection and imperfection. We may 
as well talk of the union of light and darkness, or of 
any two qualities, of which the one necessarily implies 
the negation or absence of the other. 

What is the consequence of the union of divine and 
human attributes in the same mind or being, on the 
supposition, admitted by our adversaries, that the two 
natures remain distinct, none of the qualities of either 
being lost or changed? Why, that a being may be at 
the same time infinite and finite; that he may be om- 
nipotent, yet partake of weakness and infirmity, and 
be unable of himself to do all things; that he may be 
omniscient, yet be ignorant of many things; that he 
may be the Father of the universe, yet a wailing in- 
fant, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a 
manger; a being incapable of pain and suffering, yet a 
man of sorrows, who expired on the cross, was placed 
in a shroud, and slept in the tomb. Now if this be 
not downright contradiction and shocking absurdity, 
we confess we know not what contradiction and ab- 
surdity are. 

We do not think our opponents very fortunate in 
their attempts to illustrate the doctrine of two natures 





u 
{} 


ul 
1S 
yf 


i 
1v 


M 


sU 


uy 
99 


Bd 
18 
18 
1 
nq 





-11}}@ OY} JIB YAAK 4°JUISe YUIS JO}UL OWNS ay} UT 
1943250} ysixa Ajqissod youues Aay) f.19y}0 Yove YIIM 21q 
-ryeduoout Ajaynjosqe aav Aayy, ‘uosaed 10 purut sues 
oY} Ul pajzluN oq Jaaou urs Aay) 7eY} SpaoulAUOD aq 
‘yUIYyy P[nOM oUO *ysSNUI oA ‘Sa1NjZZU URUINY pue VULAIp 
ay} Jo sanyenb oy} Uo yUOWOU B 10J JODYAI OM JT 
cc 2]qtssoduir st 41 
VSNVIVG SIAIT[Iq J>, *pres oy Udy *poulEzye pry 194IRF 
poos ay yorym 07 Syar1jaq jo Approves Addey yey) ‘pura 
jo Aouvyjd yuomsau0s yey, savy ysnut aM faduapTAD 
ySiam 0} uoltsodsip & wojy saAyasano deay ysn OAK 
{sSuIpuRjsiapun Ino fo asn 94} Uopueqe AyaITUa Ysnut 
OM “41 VAATIVQ OM JOJO “FI Yst[quisa 0} yUdTONNS 
9q pjnom JVAezVYA VdUapIAa ou yey? ApUanbasuod 
pur ‘pansqe st ‘sayvooape sit Aq pyoy se “ysl1yQ snsof 
UL SdIN}JVU OM} JO DULIIOP ayy 2eYr YuIYI OMA “T 
‘QAOW AI 0} Sassajoid 41 YOY asOy} UY} 19}vaI15 
Ivy *sajpNIWIP YA paepusze si 31 zey) pus fsoangdis9s 
ay} wo yaoddns ou saatedoi yt VY} fAIBSsed0UMN ST 71 
yey} {sSurjM passes ay} oJUT AjUTeRII0UN puke UOIsSNy 
-U09 }SOUIIN JY} S9ONpOIzUT 71 yey} fA4JsaUOYsIP pur uo 
-vo0ainba jo asivyd ay} 07 wy sasodxe 1 yey) sTIYQ 
snsor jo Aj1un yeuosiod 94} sAoajsap yt yey) SAppansqe 
UL SOAJOAUT FI yey) S918 YSLIYD SNsef UT SsainjzeU OM} JO 
UOIIUTSIP XOPOYy}IO dy} 0} suoNIefqo yedioutad ang 
"SSUIJLIM potoes oy} Jo Azd1;duIIs 94} 
sivur Ajqujuswiey pur *1ajd9v1vYyd siy Jo suotydaou09 NO 
O}UL UOISHju0d VSuvI}s saonporqUI SyurY, 9M ‘snyy puL 
‘ayUYy v PUL JzIUYUL UL ‘spurUE OM} BABY 02 WIY sosod 
-dns ‘ainjeu oyqnop B wWiy sudisse YoIyA aUII}I0p ayy 
0} uontsoddo ui—purw auo ‘uossad au0—au0 4]}91138 
SI ay 7ey) UTeJUIVUT O44 =*AZIUN STY Joy ATUO pUa}uOD 
JAA “ITY Ul SOANIVU OA} JO TONIUTSIP ULIIEPIUII) BY} 


"pstsyD Ur saungoay omg fo aurspo0qy Sc] 























Doctrine of two Natures in Christ. 161 


constitute him what in his present state he is. Now 
it cannot be said, that any of these qualities are in- 
compatible with others. There is nothing in any of 
them, which makes it a contradiction or absurdity to 
suppose, that they may all exist together in the same 
subject. You may, indeed, affirm of a part, what is 
not true of the whole of man. You may say of his 
body, that it has extension and solidity, and attribute 
to his mind perception, memory, judgment; but here 
is no contradiction. You do not attribute to him, as 
an individual or whole, opposite qualities. You do 
not ascribe tohis person qualities or acts so utterly re- 
pugnant, that one necessarily excludes the other, as 
light excludes darkness, or omnipotence, weakness. 
Our objection to the union of two natures in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, is, that it brings together an as- 
semblage of qualities, which are incompatible with 
each other; that it ascribes to Christ, as an individual 
or person, properties, between which there is such an 
utter repugnance, such direct opposition, that they 
cannot exist together in the same subject. Our oppo- 
nents affirm, that Christ is perfect God and perfect 
man; consequently he must have all the qualities of 
both, as omnipotence and weakness, infallibility and 
fallibility, infinite knowledge and limited and partial 
information; and these qualities are affirmed of him 
in a personal character. Man presents no phenomenon 
resembling this; no such monstrous combination of in- 
congruous and opposite qualities. 

With regard to the apparently contradictory lan- 
guage, which is sometimes employed in speaking of 
man, and the fallacy of supposing, that it resembles, 
in the least, that which the doctrine of two natures 

14* 
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not say; nor do the words admit of more than one 
sense.’’* 

2. We object, in the second place, to the doctrine of 
two natures in Jesus Christ, as held by trinitarians, 
that it destroys his personal unity; that it makes him 
two distinct persons, two beings. It is not necessary 
for us here to go into the metaphysical inquiry, in 
what personality consists. Our common apprehensions 
are sufficient to guide us. Every one knows well 
enough what he means, when he uses the term per- 
son, though he may not perhaps be able to give a de- 
finition of it, that would be received by a metaphysi- 
cian or philosopher. A person is an intelligent agent; 
he has one will and one consciousness; he has percep- 
tions and feelings, which he may properly call his own. 
But according to the hypothesis of our adversaries, 
Christ has two distinct wills, and two minds; the one 
infinitely superior to the human, having distinct pro- 
perties, views and perceptions, having, in fact, no- 
thing in common with human nature; the other, human, 
having a will, perceptions, and feelings exclusively 
its own. ‘This surely makes Christ two persons, if we 
understand any ‘thing about personality—and two as 
far removed from each other as infinite is from finite. 
God is an intelligent agent; the human mind of Christ 
another intelligent agent; each nature, we are told, 
retains its proper attributes,—*‘the essential properties 
of one are not imparted to the other.” How it is pos- 
sible to escape the conclusion, that here are two intel- 
ligent agents, two persons, we acknowledge we are 
unable to conjecture. It is really matter of astonish- 


* Professor Norton’s **Statement of Reasons.” 
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not know it in any way whatever. It is vain for him 
to allege, that he knows it only in a certain character, 
that he is ignorant of it as man; as if a priest should 
declare, that he is ignorant of a fact as man, though 
he knows it as confessor; or a person should affirm, . 
that as a corporeal being, he is ignorant of what as an 4 
intelligent or spiritual being he knows well enough. — 
This will not save him from the charge of equivocation 
| or falsehood. Let us beware of ascribing to Christ con- 
: duct which would be thought disingenuous or immoral 
| in a fellow mortal. If he did not deceive, if he made 
the ordinary use of language, he could not declare, ¢ 
: that he was ignorant of what he knew, in any manner 
' whatever. It is a wretched subterfuge to say, that he 
was ignorant of it in his human, though he knew it in 
his divine nature. No matter in what way he knew 
it; if he knew it in either nature, he knew it in a per- 
sonal capacity, his person including both natures; that 
is, he knew it in an absolute sense; and could not 4 
‘ then, without subjecting himself to the charge of insin- 
‘ cerity, declare his ignorance of it. Would his disci- C 
ples, or those who heard him, suspect him of any reser- a 
vation, or of using equivocal language? Would they 
not suppose, that when he told them he did not know 
or could not do a thing, his words were to be under- : 
stood in their ordinary sense? If they were used in : 


ae sy ea 





any uncommon sense, which he took no care to point 4 

out, how can he be defended from the charge of having 
made a deceitful use of language? 

We think, that no person of unperverted mind and 

: feelings can read the history of Jesus without becoming 

3 impressed with the idea, that ingenuousness, truth, i 

sincerity, and openness, are among the most remarka- | 
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it makes the New Testament a book wholly unlike all 
others; that it renders it necessary for us to judge of 
the meaning of it, therefore, as we judge of that of no 
other book ancient or modern. The consequence is, 
we can never be certain, that we understand the facts 
or observations recorded by the historians of our Lord. 
The impressions which we receive concerning the most 
important of them, may be entirely erroneous. It is 
not pretended, that our Lord on any occasion intimated 
in which of his two capacities, the divine or human, he 
spoke or acted. He no where observes, this I say as 
man, or this I say as God. He has not thrown out the 
least hint, by which we may be guided in determining 
what is to be ascribed to one nature, and what to the 
other. Nor is this deficiency supplied by the histo- 
rians of his life. They have left on record nothing by 
which we may be assisted in deciding in which nature 
he at any time spoke or acted. How then, upon the 
hypothesis of our adversaries, is the language, in 
which he is spoken of in the New Testament, to be 
understood? It appears to us that the hope of ever 
arriving at any thing like certainty concerning the im- 
port of it, must be abandoned, we do not say by the 
plain and illiterate, but by the profoundest masters. 
A more than oracular obscurity hangs over the sacred 
pages. The book which professes to convey instruc- 
tion in characters so distinct, that **he who runs may 
read,”? becomes filled with difficulties, which serve 
only to perplex and bewiider our minds. 

We do not, upon mature reflection, perceive in what 
manner the above mentioned objection can be obviated, 
without abandoning the doctrine of two natures. We 
know it is said, that we must determine whether 
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‘Lo restrain them by supposing, that they are appro- 
priated only to one part of Christ’s nature, that they 
are not true when affirmed of him absolutely or gene- 
rally, is really to put on them a construction altogether 
unnecessary and manifestly forced. 

5. We observe, in the next place, that the hypothe- 
sis of two natures in the person of Jesus Christ is not 
needed; that the object for which it is employed may 
be obtained without it. Its advocates consider it impor- 
tant, as furnishing a solution of some difficulties ari- 
sing from the apparently discordant language used by 
the sacred writers in speaking of Christ. ‘There ap- 
pears to us no occasion for an hypothesis of this kind 
to solve these diificulties. ‘The greater part, if not all 
of them, may be fully removed by an application of 
those rules of criticism, which we think ourselves au- 
thorized to apply in the explanation of all other 
writings. 

Our views on the subject of the necessity of this 
hypothesis, as affecting apparent discrepancies in the 
language of the New Testament, may be stated in few 
words. We consider the fact, that Jesus Christ isa 
being distinct from the Father, and inferior to him, 
completely established by the general strain of the 
New Testament. We think that this fact is directly 
asserted in a large number of passages. At the same 
time we admit, that there is a class of passages capa- 
ble of receiving a construction, which favours the sup- 
position of our opponents with regard to the divinity 
of his nature; but they do not, we conceive, necessa- 
rily require this construction; they admit of being 
understood differently, without appearing to be forced 


from their natural sense. We think that without de-- 
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moment listened to. In the first place, nothing can be 
more absurd than to suppose, that sin, because commit- 
ted against an infinite being, is an infinite offence. No 
act of a finite being can have a character of infinity. 
But throwing out of view this and similar considerations, 
which might be added, it is absolutely false that any 
infinite atonement has been made, even upon the hypo- 
thesis of our adversaries. Would trinitarians be un- 
derstood to say, that the supreme and infinite God, the 
great Author and Preserver of nature, really suffered 
and died on the cross? that an omnipotent Being was 
put to death by sinful children of dust? that the Crea- 
tor perished by the hands of his creatures? that the 
world was left three days, during which Jesus lay in 
the grave, without a God, that the un'verse stood with- 
out a Preserver? No. ‘The bare supposition of such 
an event, if it were possible, would, in the highest de- 
gree, shock our feelings. On the hypothesis then that 
Christ was God as well as man, he suffered only in his 
human nature. No infinite nature suffered. What 
then becomes of the infinite atonement? No such 
atonement has ever been made, even admitting that 
Christ united in himself the divine and human natures. 
On this supposition, it was man only that endured the 
cross; so that with regard to the doctrine of the atune- 
ment, the belief in the deity of Jesus has not the least 
advantage over the belief in his simple humanity. 

Que further difficulty with regard to the death of 
Christ, suggests itself, upon the hypothesis of our ad- 
versaries. They are compelled to disown the conclu- 
Sion, that the divine nature sufiered; yet the divine 
and human natures, tt is asserted, were indissolubly 
united in the person of the sufferer; and we are told 
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have been a topic, on which our Lord would have been 
careful to have instructed his disciples in the fullest 
manner. This would seem necessary, in order to pre- 
vent misconception or doubt, on a subject confessedly 
obscure, and surrounded with numerous difficulties. 
When we reflect on this circumstance, and consider, 
that not a single passage occurs in the whole New 
Testament, which contains any thing like a direct allu- 
sion to the doctrine of two natures as admitted by 
Trinitarians, the omission appears very extraordinary. 
We say more, it seems utterly incapable of being ac- 
counted for. The doctrine, if true, is certainly an im- 
portant one, and of a nature, it might be thought, 
which required that it should be taught with the great- 
est distinctness. Why then this silence upon the sub- 
ject, on the part of our Saviour and his apostles? Why 
is it, that no direct trace, no incidental notice of it, is 
found in any expressions, which dropped from their 
lips? Why are we left to find it out by a laboured 
process of reasoning? It surely affords very strong 
presumption against the doctrine, that nothing ap- 
proaching to a direct statement of it occurs in any 
part of the New Testament. 

There is another consideration, which has great 
weight with us. It may be fairly concluded, that 
those, who were about the person of our Lord, or who 
were occasionally addressed by him, had no suspicion 
that he was God, from the circumstance, that they give 
no evidence of having felt that astonishment, which the 
disclosure of such a fact could not have failed to excite 
in their breasts. Had they regarded him as the su- 
preme God, is it possible, that upon first becoming 
acquainted with the fact, they would have betrayed no 
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is employed, which, according to the view we have of 
it, mars the simplicity and darkens the sense of the 
sacred writings; subjects our Saviour to the charge of 
dishonesty or falsehood; and involves an impossibility 
and absurdity. No hypothesis can be attended with 
more inconveniencies than this. Whatever difficulties 
we escape, we fall into greater, by adopting it. But 
we have stated, that in our view, no formidable diffi- 
culties arise from the forms of language alluded to; 
and that all alleged discrepancies disappear, when the 
expressions, which are supposed to imply them, are 
understood in the sense they manifestly bear. We 
see not the least necessity, then, for the supposition of 
two natures in Christ, even were the difficulties attend- 
ing it fewer than theyare. We lament to add, that by 
alopting it without any necessity, we assume an hypo- 
thesis, which unsupported as it appears by the Scrip- 
tures, and followed by consequences the most absurd 
and appalling, disgraces religion, and dishonours the 
human understanding. 

Nor let it be imagined, that any thing is lost by 
abandoning this doctrine. Jesus remains an object of 
our sincerest, and, under God, our profoundesi grati- 
tude and regard. We can have no doubt of his suffi- 
ciency for the purpose which he was sent to accom- 
plish; our confidence in him asa deliverer, who is able 
to save to the utmost, 1s not diminished; our hopes of 
pardon through him are not impaired or shaken. God 
raised him up and employed him to convey the benefits 
of his mercy to mankind. On that mercy we rest, be- 
lieving, that through whatever medium our Father may 
have chosen to impart it, that medium must be effec- 
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other places, from the mouth of all you meet, by wish- 
ing you a happy new year, in that way, which is most 
suitable to this place, and most consistent with my 
profession; which is by wishing you the wisdom to im- 
prove it well; words, which, though they carry a 
oraver sound to your ear, express precisely the same 
sentiment, that is contained in the complimental bless- 
ing, by which you are saluted in the gay and festive 
circle. 

I wish to the young, the good understanding to 
make choice of what shall cheer them most in the days 
of their youth, that gladness, which only God can put 
into the heart of man; that joy, which is kindled by 
the light of his countenance; that generous festivity, 
whose most sumptuous fare is surrounding happiness; 
and that gay conscience, which will give fresh spirit to 
the pulse of health, new gold to the sunshine of nature, 
and additional delight to their most delightful days! 
At the call of cheerful piety and sincere goodness, and 
to that potent call alone obedient, happiness, my young 
candidates for her, shall come down, and accompany you 
through the whole course of all your successive years; 
that happiness, which, at the commencement of each 
of them, the lip of civility invokes to descend upon 
you, but which only the voice of virtue within you can 
prevail to bring down to you. Virtue is a friend, and 
the only one that has power to accomplish the perio- 
dical benedictions, which other friends can only pro- 
nounce, and put you into actual possession of all the 
happiness, which the warmest of them can wish you. 

And, while I beg my young auditors to permit me to 
express my friendship for them, at this season of kind 
and friendly greetings, by praying that they may enter 
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1 Story—from Sadi. 
Translated from Hammer’s History of Pers:an Letters. 


A NIGHTINGALE built bis nest on a branch, beneath 
which a pvor ant had for some days established his 
tent. Day and night the nightingale fluttered round 
the rosebus':, and poured cut his song in tones which 
ravished the heart. “Phe ant day and night was busy; 
but the nightingale tn fields and gardens delighted him- 
self with bis own melodies. fle pratiled affectionately 
with the rose of his loves, and grew familiar with the 
wind of spring. The weak ant, as he marked the flat- 
terings of ‘he rose and the entreaty of the nightingale, 
sad to himseif, what may come hereaiter of all this 
chatiering? 

Now when the fine season of the year was gone by, 
and the au‘umn wind rode along, thorus stept into the 
place of the roses, and ravens usurped the haunts of 
the nightingales. ‘Lhe hurricanes of autumn swept 
onwards, and robbed the trees of their ornaments. 
The leaves grew sear, and the air blew cold. From 
the clouds there dropt pearis, and in the air ew the 
camphor of snow. 

Just then the nightingale suddenly entered the gar- 
den, in which there was no more the hue of roses, nor 
the pertume of jessamines. His tongue, versed in a 
thousand traditions, grew mute. There was no rose, 
at which he could gaze; no green, of which he could 
contemplate the beauty. In the leailess grove his 
courage sank; and in the general stiliness each tone 
died in his throat. He remembered, that in former 
days an ant had lived near his tree, and had gathered 
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Religion the Friend of Mental Improvement. 


Tuere cannot be a greater mistake than to suppose 
that the Scriptures speak unfavourably of human learn- 
ing, and that religion looks with a cold or an angry 
eye on the efforts of the mind to cultivate and improve 
its powers. 

False religion, indeed, will uphold ignorance, be- 
cause ignorance is her best auxiliary and friend. Error 
can only be revered in darkness, and would therefore 
shut out with all possible care the beams of wisdom, 
lest they should shine in upon her deformity, and dis- 
pel the delusion of her worshippers. But pure religion 
seeks for knowledge as her companion; and truth re- 
joices in the light. 

The passages which have been adduced from Scrip- 
ture to prove that religion and human learning are op- 
posed to each other, have in such instances been alto- 
gether misunderstood. Whenever the wisdom of man 
is spoken of with disparagement, it is either when it is 
compared with the omniscience of God, or when that 
vain, purblind wisdom is meant, which presumes to 
question the ways of Providence, and to unsettle the 
foundations of piety and virtue. With regard to pas- 
sages of the first description, no pious man, of any sect 
or church, will think of comparing the knowledge of 
mortals, in its utmost extent, with the eternal and un- 
searchable wisdom of Him who knows all things. And 
that other wisdom which questions the justice and rec- 
titude of Heaven, or employs itself in disseminating 
bad principles, in putting darkness for light, and light 
fer darkness, what is it, but the extreme of folly and 
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What more interesting and appropriate relations has 
learning, than those which she forms with religion? 
When does the conviction of God’s omnipotence and 
majesty fall so irresistibly on the soul, as when she is 
borne by science up among the stars, and sees each 
separate light a mighty and a breathing world, self 
suspended in illimitable space, preserving its own ap- 
pointed bounds, and obeying with exactness the unut- 
tered Jaws of its invisible Director. ‘To what better 
conclusion can we arrive, when we observe, in the ani- 
mal kingdom, each creature fitted by its construction, 
its habits, and its instincts, for its respective element 
or climate, for defence against its enemies, and for 
procuring its proper food—to what better conclusion, 
I say, can we arrive, than that God the Creator is 
wise and merciful, and confines not the means of hap- 
piness, and the joy of living, to one part of his earth, 
or one class of his subjects, but scatters them with 
no stinted hand through every region of existence; 
whether it be under the burning line, the temperate 
zones, or the icy circles of the north and south; whe- 
ther in the thin air, or the deep sea? And what 
more consoling reflection can we derive from our in- 
vestigations into the laws and order of the universe, 
than that He who upholds all other things will not be 
wanting in his care for ourselves? 

Let us instance again in that sublime revelation of 
Christianity, the doctrine of a future life. If, out of 
all the animating conclusions which we draw from this 
faith, there is one more animating than another, it is, 
that the immortal mind will hereafter range through 
wider fields of knowledge, than those which limit its 
researches now; and that its faculties will expand with 
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rude may be the words in which they are clothed? Can 
he refuse to take an interest in those cares and duties, 
which, though humble, occupy the existence and con- 
stitute the probation of his fellow mortals? Then, 
with all his wisdom, he is but half learned. He has 
not learned the value of his own nature. He does not 
know, that ‘*man’s heart is a holy thing.” It does not 
follow, by any means, that because a man reads much, 
and thinks profoundly, and feels keenly, and is gifted 
with a bright and creative fancy, it does not follow, 
that he should be thrown out of the region, and the 
reach of human sympathies. The truly wise mar 
will estimate and cherish them; and then the stores of 
his mind will be sources of added enjoyment, and his 
wisdom will not prove his sorrow. 

So it is with the knowledge of the evil that is in the 
world. Though it may be perverted to harden the 
heart and blunt the moral sensibilities of its possessor, 
yet it may also be made to increase his happiness. If 
he has formed for himself correct principles of action, 
and is thoroughly convinced that virtue is the greatest 
good, he will not, on the one hand, be corrupted by 
bad influences, and on the other, his knowledge of the 
forms and ways of vice will enable him to guard him- 
self more effectually from its power, than if he were 
ignorant of its devices. 

Examples might be multiplied; but the considera- 
tions already advanced will abundantly justify the 
conclusion, that instead of discouraging, religion com- 
mends and stimulates mental exertion, and is friendly 
to the cause of intellectual improvement. We are 
called on, therefore, as we regard the dignity of our 
nature, the interests of virtue, our own happiness, and 
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did courts, in hostile camps, and by the cheerful fire- 
side. Books are no longer the exclusive luxuries of 
the wealthy; they are no longer only to be met with 
chained to the dusty shelves of a monastic library, or 
clasped and hung to the girdles of churchmen; they lie 
on cottage window-seats, they are in the cabins of our 
ships, and in the tents of our soldiery, they are the 
familiar companions of the female sex, and they are 
scattered among the playthings of children. Wisdom 
is no longer the torch of the Grecian game, passed 
down from separate hand to hand; it may rather be 
compared to the sacred fire, kindled, as travellers tell 
us, on the birth day of our Saviour in the Church of 
the Sepulchre at Jerusalem, which is no sooner expos- 
ed to view, than the whole mass of devotees rush on to 
illumine their tapers at its flame, and in an instant a 
thousand lights are glancing through the temple. 

The press has, in short, sent forth such vast quanti- 
ties of writings into the world, that it may be doubted 
whether any cause of destruction could obliterate 
these labours of the mind, which would not also exter- 
minate the human race. ‘Towards the accomplishment 
of such an object, a second Omar could effect nothing. 

Its power is of course immense, both for good and 
for evil. It disseminates opinions of all kinds on 
every subject, and administers poison, as well as 
healthy nutriment. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
attempts should often have been made to restrain its 
liberty, and limit its power, not only by those inter- 
ested persons who have feared that it would deprive 
them of unrighteous authority, but by the sincerely 


virtuous who have dreaded its corrupting effects on the 
morals of society. 
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Nor has the licensing system, as it has been pur- 
sued in more free and enlightened parts of the world, 
any thing to recommend it. The licensers are men, 
with the prejudices, interests and passions of men, and 
will never be wholly impartial in their judgment. They 
may be very wise men, and very good men, but will 
not certainly be infallible. They will have their sys- 
tems and their theories, on government and morals and 
religion, and will hardly grant an imprimatur to that 
author who writes against their party, or their church. 
And yet the author may be right, and they themselves 
wrong. They will be continually committing mistakes, 
and some of their mistakes will be of vital importance. 
With the best intentions possible, they may and must 
often misconceive the forms of fundamental truth. ‘If 
it come to prohibiting,” says that great man, one only 
of whose praises it is that he wrote Paradise Lost, ‘If 
it come te prohibiting, there is not aught more likely 
to be prohibited than truth itself; whose first appear- 
ance to our eyes, bleared and dimmed with prejudice 
and custom, is more unsightly and unplausible than 
many errors; even as the person is of many a great 
man slight and contemptible to see to.” And when 
truth is acknowledged and permitted to pass, is it not 
humbled and disgraced by the permission? Can it not 
walk forth freely without asking leave, and going in 
leading strings, and wearing a mark and a collar, like 
a slave or a dog? 

And now let us consider the mildest restraint which 
has been attempted on the liberty of the press, by pun- 
ishing the authors or venders of pegnicious books, and 
ask what good it has done? Let us reflect a little on 
some characteristics of human nature, and we shall see 
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Paine’s works was fined and imprisoned, those works 
can be purchased in any quantities, ami with ease; but 
here, in our own country, where no man would be 
meddied with for publishing them, there is scarcely a 
copy to be found; nobody feels any desire to read them, 
and it is therefore no one’s interest to keep them for 
sale. 

When we come to speak of the character of such 
works, we are on another subject entirely. They are 
worthy of the utmost abhorrence. I look on the man 
who so far degrades himself, and perverts the powers 
which God has given him, as to send forth a work of 
impiety, immorality, or obscenity to the world, as one 
of the worst of criminals, as one of the sorest plagues 
that can infest society. But I am sure that the evil 
will not be cured, but rather increased, by punishment 
and coercion. 

If it be inquired, how is the evil to be counteracted? 
I answer, by the remedies of truth, reason, and argu- 
ment. If the pernicious treatise be popular, let a 
popular treatise oppose it; if it pretend to be learned, 
let learning be enlisted on the other side. Is error so 
subtle that it cannot be refuted? Is virtue so foolish or 
so indolent, that she cannot or will not defend herself 
and her votaries? Is licentiousness so bold and suc- 
cessful that she cannot be shamed? ‘Then shame on 
the virtuous, and shame on the pious, and shame on the 
learned; if their principles, and their zeal, and their 
education, and their scholarship, amount to nothing 
more than this, why, shame on it all! But it is not so; 
there are able champions in the cause of faith and 
righteousness, and they have conquered, and they will 
go on to conquer, and with them will fight all the 
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many ways of profiting by those, who, not contented 
with stale receipts, are able to manage and set forth 
new positions to the world. And were they but as the 
dust and cinders of our feet, so long as in that notion 
they may yet serve to polish and brighten the armory 
of truth, even for that respect they were not utterly to 
be cast away.” 

Let then opinion meet opinion, on all grounds of 
debate and controversy. Let system combat system, 
and theory wrestle with theory. Let the press work 
on with all its activity; throw not over it a single fet- 
ter. Who says that truth is powerless, and friendless, 
and cannot prevail? She must prevail. Away with 
your fears of heresy and heretics, and your grave talk 
about latitudinarianism, and disorganizing tenets, and 
the destruction of faith, and the unhinging of society! 
Such alarms indicate but a slight estimation of that 
which should be most valued, and but a poor and 
doubtful reliance on that which should be most firmly 
trusted in—rrurx. Truth will prevail at last—or 
there is no such thing as truth. 


Dr. Murdock’s Discourse on the Atonement. 


Tuis discourse was delivered last August, in the 
Chapel of the Theological Seminary at Andover, and 
was soon afterward printed at the request of the stu- 
dents. Its author is Professor of Sacred Rhetoric and 
Ecclesiastical History in the Seminary. It came. be- 
fore the public therefore with no ordinary claims, and 
we took it up with no ordinary expectations. We 
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is a periodical reverence, which comes round upon 
them only once in every five years. 

The system, which we take for granted is the most 
modern and improved one, is thus developed. An in- 
quiry is first made into the reasons which induce or 
require God to inflict punishment on transgressors. 
These are stated to be three. God punishes wicked- 
ness, in the first place, because it is wrong, and be- 
cause, being infinitely pure himself, he abhors iniquity; 
in the second place, because the good order and hap- 
piness of his kingdom require it; and thirdly, to pro- 
mote the personal benefit of those who transgress. 
Neither of these reasons, says the professor, except per- 
haps the last, will God ever cease to regard. To re- 
move the second ground of punishment is the proper 
business of the atonement. Nothing that a Mediator 
could do would remove the first and third; which can 
only be effected by a change of character in the sinner 
himself. We will now exhibit the next step of the 
argument, in an extract from the discourse. 

“Thus far we have been examining and attempting to ascertain, 
precisely, the nature of the difficulty which it was the business of 
the atonement to remove. The difficulty, it appears, consisted 
wholly in the second ground of punishment; that is, in the neces- 
sity of distributive justice to the well-being of the universe. 

“To remove this difficulty, or to enable God righteously to par- 
don the repenting sinner, the atonement must give the same sup- 
port to law, or must display as impressively the perfect holiness and 
justice of God, as the execution of the law on transgressors would. 
it must be something different from the execution of the law it- 
self; because it is to be a substitute for it, something which will 
render it safe and proper to suspend the regular course of distri- 
butive justice. —If such an expedient can be found, then an adequate 
atonement is possible; otherwise it is not.” 
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more impressive, and of course contributed more to the atonement, 
than others. ‘The descent of the Son of God and his assumption of 
our natures, or the first opening scene of the tragedy, was very 
striking. His entrance on the arduous and benevolent work of a 
public teacher and a public benefactor, was a sublime scene, 
Various others, of much interest, followed rapidly. The plot thick- 
ened, and the whole assumed a deeper and deeper colouring, till 
the last awful scene, which displayed the Son of God nailed to a 
cross, in agony, unpitied, and bowing his head in death.” 


We think we know now what the Andover scheme 
of atonement is; and when any inquiry on the subject 
is made of us, we shall feel authorised to say, that in 
the intervals between the quinquennial revolutions of 
the Assembly’s Catechism, the doctrine at the Theolo- 
gical Institution is, that the atonement is a tragedy, 
with regular acts and scenes, and a constantly thicken- 
ing plot, exhibited before the world, to display the 
rizhteousness of God, and thus, somehow or other, to 
enable him to suspend the regular course of distribu- 
tive justice; or, to use another expression of professor 
Murdock’s, to give him ‘‘an expedient for avoiding a 
legal procedure in regard to believers.” If we are told 
that this is irreverent trifling, we can only answer that 
it is not ours; it comes from Andover. We really feel 
ourselves quite orthodox by the side of such a system. 

One word more about the tragedy. Near the begin- 
ning of the discourse the author says, *‘If, with some 
modern writers, we could believe that the atonement 
made by Jesus Christ, is, not the meritorious ground of 
justification, but merely a tragic scene, intended to 
affect us, and bring us to repentance, and if we could 
discover the necessity and the propriety of so strange 
a procedure, then, indeed, we might suppose God to 


have set forth his Son as a kind of propitiatory offer- 
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constantly ‘‘explaining away the Scriptures.” Ex- 
plaining them away! When they need explanation, we 
explain them into sense, at any rate; and do not turn 
the life, doctrine, and death of Christ into a theatrical 
exhibition, and an expedient to enable God to be mer- 
ciful. 

For the present we shall say nothing more of Dr. 
Murdock’s discourse; except that we sincerely recom- 
mend it to all Unitarian Tract Societies, as a work 
which might be published and circulated by them, with 
great benefit to the unitarian cause. 


Third Annual Report of the Baltimore Unitarian 
Book Society, 


Tue third anniversary of the Baltimore Unitarian 
Book Society was held in the First Independent Church, 
on the 25th of December. After the religious exer- 
cises, the following Report was read. 


REPORT OF THE MANAGERS, 


Firmly convinced of the truth of liberal and rational 
views of Christianity, and of the happy influence 
which they are calculated to exert, wherever they are 
sincerely and consistently received, the Managers of 
the Baltimore Unitarian Book Society have employed 
themselves to promote its objects, if not to the utmost 
extent of their ability, yet, they are encouraged to be- 
lieve, with no inconsiderable zeal and effect. 

Their efforts have been animated by the assurance, 
that a lively curiosity exists in different parts of the 
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confer authority on ancient errors, and dignities and 
wealth on those who uphold them; where there is no 
imposition of a religious test to exclude the honest 
and conscientious from public offices; and no worldly 
splendour shed over an adopted creed to blind the 
unthinking to its defects and contradictions; in this 
free country, liberal Christianity is making its most 
rapid and encouraging advances. Since the last meet- 
ing of this Society, several religious congregations have 
been formed on independent principles, and have de- 
dicated their places of worship to ‘‘the Lord our God, 
who is ONE LORD.” 

And when we look abroad, we see nothing in the 
prospect to depress our hopes. Our friends in Great 
Britain and in various parts of Europe, though labour- 
ing under discouragements, from which we, by the 
blessing of God, are exempted, still continue to exert 
themselves, and still are rewarded with success. 

But there is one spot, in a far distant quarter of the 
world, to which they who rejoice in the truth look 
with peculiar pleasure. It is now some years since 
we received the surprising intelligence, that a native 
Hindoo had worked his unaided way to a pure and en- 
lightened faith, and was attempting the conversion of 
his countrymen. Born among idolaters, and educated 
in the idolatrous system of his ancestors, Rammohum 
Roy had the firmness to renounce idolatry, and for- 
sake the temples of his paternal gods. Acquainted 
with Christians only in the persons of trinitarian mis- 
sionaries; and hearing no expositions of Christianity, 
but such as those missionaries were accustomed to 
offer, he became convinced by a serious and thorough 
investigation of our Scriptures, that they inculcate the 
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Neither is it in the selfish spirit of proselytism that 
we would labour to spread our opinions at home. We 
do not disperse our books and tracts with the object of 
swelling our list of nominal converts. We desire no 
converts, but those who become so with the fair assent 
of their reason and conscience. We do not want to 
have our sentiments adopted by any, who are not 
thoroughly persuaded of their truth and their value. 
We tell no one that the rejection of our creed will 
cost him his salvation. We have no idea that it will. 
We believe that every person who leads a holy life, 
is a subject of the gracious regards and glorious pro- 
mises of God; and we have the authority of God’s 
word for believing so. We utter no threats; we is- 
sue no excommunications; and we despise cant.— 
One great motive of our efforts is the conviction 
we entertain, that by inculcating a rational faith, we 
increase the security of piety and virtue, and by offer- 
ing men a system of religion, which can be defended 
on the grounds of justice and common sense, we fur- 
nish them with answers to the loose and profane, and 
guard those whose opinions are unsettled, from being 
ridiculed out of al! religion and all principle. 

The Managers beg leave to state, that though it has 
not been deemed expedient to publish any tracts during 
the past year, they have made many exchanges with 
other societies and with individuals, and that they now 
have at their disposal a greater variety of books and 
tracts, than at the beginning of the year. They would 
also take this opportunity of gratefully acknowledging 
the receipt of several valuable donations of books; one 
particularly from the Rev. Mr. Sparks, of a large num- 
| ber of copies of his ‘Inquiry into the comparative 
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The Thirty-nine Articles of Unitarianism. 


Wie are willing to do every thing to please our 
opponents, short of renouncing the exercise of our 
intellectual faculties, and disobeying the dictates of 
conscience. We have at various times endeavoured to 
satisfy all objections, and answer all charges, against 
our modes of belief, and our interpretations of the 
Scripture. When denounced for the shortness of our 
creed, we have appealed to apostolical authority and 
example, as recorded in the book of Acts. When ex- 
tremely candid and well-informed persons have pre- 
tended not to-kKnow what we believe, we have drawn 
up abstracts—we have turned down the leaves at one 
thousand texts in the Bible—we have indeed forever 
held forth the whole genuine Bible itself/—we have 
manufactured unitarian creeds, catechisms, state- 
ments, and summaries, to such a degree, as some- 
times to offend the more scrupulous friends of liberty 
of thought among our own denomination, and to 
incur the retorted, but very unfair charge of incon- 


sistency, from our foes. Yet still it is one of the 
18 
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be wanting to recommend our Procrustean summary 
to the orthodox, except the authority of an act of Par- 
liament, which in our country, we trust, could have 
but little weight. 

Should we-succeed in attracting the sympathy and 
approbation of our Episcepalian brethren, perhaps we 
may take the opportunity to secure the charity of our 
Presbyterian friends, in offering them something in 
the shape of a Unitarian Westminster Assembly’s con- 
fession of faith. 

But let us assume solemnity of thought and feeling, 
while approaching themes, that have been abused in- 
deed, but which we would never dare to handle, with- 
out suitable reverence and awe. 


ART. I. OF FAITH IN THE UNITY OF GOD. 


There is but one living and true God, everlasting, 
without body, parts, or passions, of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness; the Maker and Preserver of 
all things, both visible and invisible. And in unity of 
this Godhead, there is but one person, of one substance, 
power and eternity, the Father;—and w is ulterly 
impossible that there should be any more. 


ART. II. OF THE WORD OR SON OF GOD, 


The Word of God is an oriental and highly expres- 
sive figure, representing the power and wisdom of the 
Deity in the very act of their exertion; so that it was 
from everlasting with the Father; but was as far from 
being a separate person from him, as the power, wisdom, 
authority and verbal commands of an earthly monarch 
are a person separate from him; insomuch that St. 
John, in the first verse of his gospel, cautions us against 
such an erroneous idea, by carefully assuring us that 
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tural article in its place, to preserve our series from 
the chasm which would otherwise ensue. | 

As Christ died for us, and was buried, so also is it 
to be believed, that he lay until the third day in the 
tomb. 


ART. IV. OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.” 


Christ did truly rise again from death, and took 
again his body, with flesh, bones, and all things apper- 
taining to the perfection of man’s nature; wherewith 
he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth, until he 
return to judge all men, at the last day. 


ART. V- OF THE HOLY GHOST. 


The Holy Ghost is a most significant term, to ex- 
press conveniently in one word all those miraculous 
interpositions and influences, separately from the par- 
ticular instrumentality of Jesus on earth, which God 
exerted in the early establishment of the gospel, and 
has exerted and will exert in its propagation and ex- 
tension through all past and future time. It is care- 
fully to be observed, that they who deny the person- 
ality of the Holy Ghost do not deny the reality of the 
operations for which it is the name, so that a horrible 
clamour has been raised against that, which, at the 
worst, is only the shadow of an error. 


ART. VI. OF THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
FOR SALVATION.T 


Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to 
salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor 


* This article is copied entire from the Episcopal Prayer Book, 

+ This article is copied from the Prayer book; though to save 
room, the enumeration of the canenical and apocryphal books is 
emitted. 
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ART. X. OF FREE-WILL. 


The condition of man is such, that he can turn and 
prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good 
works, to faith and calling upon God; wherefore, we 
have power to do good works, pleasant and acceptable 
unto God, though the grace of God, as proclaimed by 
Christ, may often inspire us with a good will, and 
work with us, when we have that good will. 


ART. XI. OF THE JUSTIFICATION OF MEN, 


We are accounted righteous before God, if our char- 
acters are moulded by the legitimate influences of faith 
in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore, in 
this point of view, that we are justified by faith only, 
is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of com- 
fort, as more largely expressed in the Holy Scriptures. 


ART. XII. OF GOOD WORKS.* 


Albeit that good works, which are the fruits of 
faith, and follow after justification, cannot put away 
our sins, and endure the severity of God’s judgment, 
yet are they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, 
and do spring out, necessarily, of a true and lively 
faith; insomuch that, by them, a lively faith may be as 
evidently known, as a tree discerned by the fruit. 


ART. XIII. OF WORKS BEFORE JUSTIFICATION, 


Works done before the grace of Christ, and the 
inspiration of the Spirit, are not so likely to be plea- 
sant to God, as those which spring from faith in Jesus 
Christ; since it is impossible that any motives of ac- 
tion can be so high, pure, and effectual, as those which 
are suzgested to us by the influence of the gospel. 


* Copied entire from the Prayer book. ; 
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we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from 
grace given, and fall into sin, and, by the grace of 
God, we may arise again, and amend our lives. And 
therefore they are to be condemned, which say, they 
can no more sin, as long as they live here, or deny the 
place of forgiveness to such as truly repent. 


ART. XVII. OF PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION. 


Predestination (if we may dare to apply such a term 
to Him, to whom both past and future are alike,) is 
the everlasting purpose of God, whereby, (before the 
foundations of the world were laid,) he hath constantly 
decreed by his counsel, secret to us, the future destiny 
of every individual of the human race; but it being 
secret to us, and rather an abstract metaphysical truth 
than a practical «doctrine, we leave secret things to 
God, endeavouring to walk in the obvious paths of 
duty, and investigating such truths as are useful and 
may be known. 

Election, according to the Scripture, refers not to 
the future salvation of individuals, but to the peculiar 
religious privileges bestowed upon nations and aggre- 
gate bodies of men, in distinction from those who are 
less favoured. 

‘¢Furthermore, we must receive God’s promises in 
such wise, as they be generally set forth to us in Holy 
Scripture; and in our doings, that will of God is to be 
followed, which we have expressly declared unto us, 
in the word of God.” And this conclusion follows di- 


rectly from the immediately foregoing principles, 


: 
: 
: 


| 


es ee ee ee 


though most lamely from the corresponding ones of 
the Episcopalian creed. 
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Writ, yet as it ought not to decree any thing against 
the same, so, besides the same, ought it not to enforce 
any thing to be believed, for necessity of salvation. 


ART. XXI. OF THE AUTHORITY OF GENERAL COUNCILS. 


General councils have unlimited authority with 


every one, who regards their decisions as conformable: 


to the light of reason, and the declarations of Seripture. 


ART. XXII. OF PURGATORY.* 


The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, par- 
dons, worshipping, and adoration, as well of images, 
as of reliques, and also invocation of saints, is a fond 
thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty 
of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the word of God, 


ART. XXIII. OF MINISTERING IN THE CONGREGATION, 


‘‘It is not lawful, for every man to take upon him 
the office of public preaching, or ministering the Sa- 
craments in the congregation, before he be lawfully 
called, and sent to execute the same. And those we 
ought to judge lawfully called and sent,” whose moral 
characters are pure, whose talents for public instruc- 
tion are considerable, whose motives are sincere, 
whose acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures is ac- 
curate and extensive, and who have been set apart 
for the work by some solemn public act. 


ART. XXIV. OF SPEAKING IN THE CONGREGATION IN 

SUCH A TONGUE AS THE PEOPLE UNDERSTANDETH.* 

It is a thing, plainly repugnant to the word of God, 
and the custom of the Primitive Church, to have pub- 
lic prayer in the Church, or to minister the sacraments, 
in a tongue not understanded of the people. 


* Copied entire. 
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ments, yet, forasmuch as they do not the same, in their 
own name, but in Christ’s, and do minister by his com- 
mission and authority, we may use their ministry, both 
in hearing the word of God, and in receiving the sa- 
craments. 

Neither is the effect of Christ’s ordinance taken 
away by their wickedness, nor the grace of God’s gifts 
diminished from such as by faith, and rightly, do re- 
ceive the sacraments ministered unto them; which be 
effectual, because of Christ’s institution and promise, 
although they be ministered by evil men. 

Nevertheless, it appertaineth to the discipline of the 
Church, that inquiry be made of evil ministers, and 
that they be accused by those, that have knowledge 
of their offences, and finally being found guilty, by 
just judgment, be deposed. 


ART. XXVII. OF BAPTISM.* 


Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark 
of difference, whereby Christian men are discerned 
from others, that be not christened, but it is also a sign 
of regeneration, or new birth, whereby, as by an in- 
strument, they, that receive Baptism rightly, are graft- 
ed into the Church, the promises of the forgiveness of 
sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God, by the 
Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed, faith is 
confirmed, and grace increased, by virtue of prayer 
unto God. The baptism of young children, is, accord- 
ing to the opinion of some unitarians, to be retained in 
the church, as most agreeable with the institution of 
Christ; whilst others believe in the necessity of adu t 
baptism alone. 


* Copied entire, with the exception of the last sentence, which | 
altered, 
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partakers of Christ; but rather, to their condemnation, 
do eat and drink the sign or sacrament of so great a 
thing. 

ART. XXX. OF BOTH KINDS.* 


The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the lay- 
people; for both the parts of the Lord’s Sacraments, 
by Christ’s ordinance and commandment, ought to be 
ministered to all Christian men alike. 


ART. XXXI. OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST, FINISHED 
UPON THE CROSS.T 


The offering of Christ once made (which, as some 
of us understand, means his death incurred in the act 
of proclaiming the free, sovereign, and unpurchased 
mercy and pardon of God to repenting men) is that 
perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction, for 
all the sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin, but 
that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of masses, in 
the which it was commenly said, that the priest did 
offer Christ, for the quick and the dead, to have re- 
mission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, and 
dangerous deceits. 


ART. XXXII. OF THE MARRIAGE OF PRIESTS.-1 


Bishops, priests, and deacons, are not commanded by 
God’s laws, either to vow the estate of single life, or 
to abstain from marriage; therefore it is lawful for 
them, as for all other Christian men, to marry, at their 
own discretion, as they shall judge the same to serve 
better to godliness. 

* Copied entire. 


+ Copied entire, with the addition of the words in parenthes is. 
+ Copied entire. 
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the Church, ordained only by man’s authority; so that 
all things be done to edifying. 


ART. XXXV. OF THE HOMILIES. 


The two books of Homilies were very good pro- 
ductions for thi times in which they were written, and 
with some exceptions are principally adapted to the 
Church of England. 


ART. XXXVI. OF CONSECRATION OF BISHOPS AND 
MINISTERS. 


Bishops and Ministers ought to be consecrated ac- 
cording to such forms, and on such principles, as the 
churches they are appointed to serve, judge most 
agreeable to Scripture and propriety. 


ART. XXXVII. OF THE POWER OF THE CIVIL MAGIS- 
TRATES.* 


The power of the civil magistrates extendeth to all 
men, as well clergy as laity, in all things temporal; 
but hath no authority, in things purely spiritual. And 
we hold it to be the duty of all men, who are profes- 
sors of the Gospel, to pay respectful obedience to the 
civil authority, regularly and legitimately constituted. 


ART. XXXVIIl. OF CHRISTIAN MEN’S GOODS, WHICH ARE 
NOT COMMON.* 


The riches and goods of Christians are not common, 
as touching the right, title, and possession of the same, 
as certain anabaptists do falsely boast. Notwithstand- 
ing, every man ought, of such things as he possesseth, 
liberally to give alms to the poor, according to his 
ability. 


* Copied entire, 
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But not so the language in which religion is conveyed, 
nor the interpretation which the best and wisest men 
of different ages put upon the words of Scripture. 
Such instruments as the foregoing list of articles, may 
be occasionally well-adapted to the purpose of em- 
bodying the existing amount of religious knowledge at 
any given period, and may serve as rallying points of 
union among private individuals, or distinct and scat- 
tered communities of christians. But never let them 
be converted into snares of conscience, nor fetters 
of the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. 
Above all, let not the thirty-nine articles of Uni- 
tarianism be proposed as an infallible standard of un- 
examining belief for all coming time, lest they should 
hereafter degenerate into withered anilities, tettering 
far behind the steady march of more enlightened ages, 
or remaining as miserable monuments for future uni- 


tarians and students of the Scripture to hold up te 
scorn. G. 


Observance of the Lord’s Day. 


Tue general principle that we are all bound to the 
conscientious observance of the Lord’s Day, according 
to the best lights we can obtain concerning the proper 
mode of passing it, is that which I shall endeavour to 
illustrate and defend. If all men could be brought to 
assent to and act upon this principle, it is evident that 
all coercive laws would be unnecessary, because their 
great object would be secured. 

The proposition which I would lay’ down on the 
subject is this; that the man who in a Christian coun- 
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ing to its real and original uses, and not with the over- 
strained scrupulosity, or rather affectation of scrupu- 
losity, which distinguished the Pharisees of his day. 

The apostles also, we know, held their religious 
assemblies on the first day of the week, immediately 
after the resurrection of our Lord, and with their prac- 
tice coincides the universal custom of all their follow- 
ers throughout the whole of Christendom, from their 
age to the present. 

Indeed, no one who admits the religious utility of 
the appointment of some stated time for public wor- 
ship, can hesitate to admit the utility, and consequent 
Christian obligation, of an universal exemption of the 
various classes of the community from the calls of 
business and pleasure. No one to whom the existence 
of the Christian religion in the community is dear; no 
one who seeks to cherish its influence most effectually 
on his own heart, or to see it produce its best effects 
on the hearts of others, will allow himself to disregard 
and violate an institution, certainly of apostolic au- 
thority, and which is now so interwoven with the 
Christian system, as justly to be considered essen- 
tial to its existence in every religious community. 
It is not too much to say then, that no person, taking 
such views as these of the origin and authority of the 
Lord’s day, and yet unnecessarily and_ habitually 
violating its sacred character, can lay claim to the 
name of Christian. 

2. No one, who regards the present peace and vir- 
tue, and with them the best interests of society, will 
give an example of disrespect to this sacred day. A 
day of general rest, as we have already intimated, 
seems essential to the purposes of public worship and 
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nay claim an equal right; and it is, therefore, evident, 
hat there can be no medium between a complete de- 
ial of this right to any, and an absolute abandonment 
of it to all. 

S$. In the third place, it may be remarked, that no 
nan of any moral sentiment whatever, no man who 
hinks it important, for any reason, that the moral and 
ntellectual powers of the human race should be culti- 
vated and improved, can allow himself to violate the 
sacred character of this day. To, the immense majori- 
ry of mankind it is this pause in the labours, diver- 
sions, and tumults of life alone, which gives them any 
leisure and opportunity for retirement, reading, and 
serious thought and contemplation. If the course of 
juman business, labour, or diversion, were absolutely 
ininterrupted—as it would be in the present crowded 
state of society, in many portions of Christendom, if 
there were no intervention of a day of rest and wor- 
ship—it is really to be feared, nay, it is not to be 
doubted, that the majority, sparing no time from the 
pursuit of gain, would become wholly ignorant, vicious, 
and brutal; that men of every profession would suffer; 
and that not only the very name and knowledge of the 
gospel would be lost, but the general sentiment of the 
obligations of morality which now exists, would give 
place to a complete worldliness and utter profligacy, 
of which we have hitherto seen no example. 

No one then, who does not maintain the extravagant 
absurdity, that the souls of the rich alone are worthy of 
any care and improvement, will permit himself to do 
any thing to impair the general reverence of mankind 
fer this sacred day. 
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considerations as these to a man of spirit and of fash- 
ion, who is above vulgar prejudices, and who cannot 
be expected to have leisure to employ his thoughts 
upon those, who are so much below him?”?—This you 
say is the language of a fiend, and not of a man!—It is 
the language of the conduct of every man, who volun- 
tarily and habitually violates the sacred character of 
this day. 

There is another consideration, which will act with 
creat force on the mind of a man of humanity, to 
make him respect the sacred rest of the Sabbath; it is 
the refreshment and repose, which are thus given to 
the brute creation employed in the service of man. It 
is grateful to observe that this circumstance is consi- 
dered in the commandment given by God himself to 
the Jewish nation, and that thus are mingled the gen- 
tle sounds of compassion with the thunders of Sinai. 
There is something inexpressibly sweet in the idea of 
a pause in the labours and sufferings of the lower ani- 
mals, out of regard to the God of the Sabbath; of the 
patient ox released from his yoke; the faithful camel 
stooping to be relieved from his load; the generous 
horse disburdened of his rider; and all the animals in 
the service of man forgetting their’ subjection, and re- 
posing undisturbed under the protection of religion, 
enforcing the laws of mercy. Can he then be said to 
know any thing of the sentiments of humanity, who 
wantonly and unnecessarily breaks in upon the pri- 
vileges of these faithful and uncomplaining servants of 
man, and makes them know the difference of this day 


from others, only by the increase of their sufferings and 
toils? 


20 
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Church and State. 


9) 
oo 
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The hours of youth’s delightful reign 
And rapture’s early spring-tide joy, 

Thou in his smiles hadst shared again, 
And in thy boy wert twice a boy. 


That vision is departed—sleep 
Soon leaves the weary mortal eye; 
Go—with his funeral cypress—weep; 
Thy spirit’s peace is slumbering nigh. 


With thine my mingling tears I’°{l bring— 
Their bitterness he cannot know;— 
The morning rose I’ll o’er him fling— 
He was arose of morning too. 


Church and State. 


From the Salem Gazette. 


Ir is not at all to the honour of our country, or to 
the credit of the literary enterprise of our booksellers, 
that a complete and elegant edition of the writings of 
Wasuincron has never been published. His senti- 
ments on any subject would be entitled to attention 
and respect. 

In 1789, when he visited New England, the Presby- 
tery of the Eastward convened at Newburyport, and 
presented to him an address, in which they said;— 

‘Among the objections to the Federal Constitution 
we have never considered the want of a Religious Test, 
that grand engine of persecution in every tyrant’s hand. 
but we should not have been alone in rejoicing to have 
seen some explicit acknowledgement of the only true 
Gop and Jesus Curisr whom he hath sent, inserted 
some where in the Magna Charta of our country; 
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Mediatorial Office of Christ. 


We have lately read a2 very interesting sermon, 
preached at Newburyport by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont of 
Boston, from the text, What think ye of Christ? Mat- 
thew xxii. 42. It is the object of this discourse to 
show, that so far as the mediatorial character of Christ 
is concerned, the question of his physical nature is of 
no importance. ‘The author contends that if the mes- 
sage of Jesus was brought from God, and is a mes- 
sage of light, truth, and immortality, it little becomes 
those to whom it is brought, to dispute about the dig- 
nity of the medium through which they received it. 
‘sShould a man come forth,” he says, ‘“‘among his fel- 
low men, bearing with him miraculous evidence that 
his mission was divine, that man must speak as moved 
by the infinite Spirit that sent him, and all that he 
should teach, in relation to the object of his mission, 
must be the truth of God. It is of little consequence 
to me whether this man has, or has not, any thing su- 
perhuman in his physical nature. I care not, nor need 
I care, whether he was born, and is sustained, accord- 
ing to the ordinary course of our nature as mortal men, 
nor yet whether, simply as a herald of truth, he is in 
any degree a partaker of our nature. Let him bring 
me unquestionable evidence that he is a messenger 
from God—make me certain of that fact,—and I ask 
not any one to ‘declare his generation.? Let his na- 
ture be as humble as it may, his message is no Jess 
than the truth of God; and it is no more than the truth 
of God, let his nature be as exalted as it may.” 

20% 


ad 





er eed 


a 
, 
a 
.s 


- We ee Be - 2 


se RE 


eS ee ee ee 
5 Scat i> cate 
ae 


SF eype eames 





.cssouiddey ano jo uoyozdutos oy} puv ‘uors 
-1[91 NJ} JO JUaMBIUBApR oy} y90dx9 AjUapyuos Avut 
om SgouRsayjany ATVAO DAIS [UM QUBWUIIAOS Ino YOTYA 
0} Saduaios puev Ap ye1ou Jo ssazSoid ay} ut pur fsnora 
-ap dy} WINPIII 0} pu *yUeIOUST 9y}) JONIYSUI 0} 9.129 
anoX aq JU ay *paytmuos Ayradoad os0w ‘sdeysod 
‘st yoalqo qurjsodurt siq} jadsox ay} Jo SiajstUTUL oY} 
jo souepinS ayy oy, *Aajyun0d Ano Jo VIUVHD VNOVIL 
2Y} WoIy UoIstjar Suyoadsa1 uoyeinSe1 Aue jo ooues 
-q¥ Y} BqLIIse 0} JYSNO IM UOTPVIIPISUOD SIq} OF,, 
"U0MIaLYp 
IVOILITOA 977) yng atinbas 07 so upd os sr Ajard any 
fo yjod ay} yey Saaaasqo 0} out yrued ]j1M nok *papens 
-iad wey faiay puy ‘woul MoT[aJ 11ay} Jo ssourddey 
josodua) ay} VDURAPe sv sURaW YOns Aq JUDUYSI;dUI0D9R 
Jay} eisap ‘uosiya1 jo sasodind snoid ay} 0} pajoa 
-ap foym™Suawm Jo AYZAIOAL ST SUOTZNIISUOD [VUOHeN oy 
930|dwW09 0} ssouWIy pue WopsIM YIM spIouNod o1;qnd 
ino jo uonrsdsur siy soy ‘szyysr7 fo sayy snowns8 
IY} 0} ayo nod YOIYM SurAssyury} Jo ojnquy ayy, 
SSUIMO] [OF BY} JORIZXI 9M YOY woz *Ajdaae apew wop 
-SIM puv asduapnad o1jS119} RABY SI YA HOPSULYsSE AA 
‘apijod uvy} snoid a1ow sum yoru ‘ssoippe sty) OF, 

. gg ULALS SYUDY? 
jeioues ev Joy uoleMepoid o3ey ano ySnoryy ues 
YOIYM SUOTZIAYV JNOADP pu URYSIIYD Jo sUIvIQS WIV 
oy} Aq puv ‘ayduiexa ue yuauIMa os yas savy nod yoryA 
jo ‘pox jo diysiom orqnd ayy jo pue ‘yyeqqeg oy} 
Jo aouvAIaSgO snorsijar ay} Aq ‘pouttoj.iad sem aoqYFo Jo 
joe o1qnd ysay anod yory ur uonoasp pue Aja1d ap 
Aq §pyiom ay} [je Jo aovy ay) ur porpowaa A[dwe usaq 
sty pajap styy yey} Sdaaamoy Spuy oy Addey ore aA, 


"OIDJYY PUY YANYD OSS 











Spirit of Orthodoxy. 255 


induce the orthodox to grant that the Saviour may be 
a Saviour to us, although we cannot believe him to be 
perfect God and perfect man; and that Christianity 
may still be Christianity, although divested of what 
they call its mysteries; if we could prevail on them to 
reach out to us the hand of fellowship, although we 
could not join them in ascribing equal power and glory 
to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and in signing 
creeds which we could not understand—a great point 
would be gained. But they will not do this. And so 
it is proper, if there were no other reason for it, that 


the controversy should be carried on—and with spirit 
too. 


Spirit of Orthodoxy. 


Ir is stated in a communication to the Christian 
Repository, a periodical work published at Woodstock, 
Vermont, that a presbyterian clergyman from the city 
of New-York made the following assertion before a 
General Association of Calvinist ministers convened at 
Acworth, New Hampshire. In giving an account of 
the number of churches in New-York, he said, that 
they were not all privileged with the preaching of the 
gospel; as there were two Universalist Churches, one 
Quaker, one Catholic, and one Unitarian, in which the 
ordinary means of grace were not enjoyed.—Some ap- 
propriate remarks on this effusion of illiberal spleen 
are made by the writer of the communication. For 
our own part we deem it enough to say, that if that 
clergyman himself enjoys any means of grace what- 


ever, it is a pity and a shame that he makes no better 
use of them. 
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sumptuous arithmetic, this miserable summing up of 
souls. We are friendly to the cause of education; we 
rejoice to see young men properly educated for the 
gospel ministry—but if ¢his is the spirit which the 
Education Society instils, it were better that their 
pupils had never come within the reach of their pa- 
tronage; better that they had been left to follow the 
plough, or beat upon the anvil, or hire themselves as 
servants, ay, or beg in the streets—any thing that 
would be innocent. 


ee 


Obituary of Judge Toulmin, 
From the National Intelligencer, 


Diep, at his place of residence, in Washington coun- 
ty, Alabama, on the 11th of November in his 57th year, 
the Hon. Harry Toutmin, late a judge of the District 
Court of the United States, for the District of Missis- 
sippl. 

Mr. Toulmin was descended from a very ancient 
and respectable family in England. He was born at 
Taunton in Somersetshire. His father, Dr. Joshua 
Youlmin, was as distinguished for his piety and be- 
nevolence, as for his literary and scientific acquire- 
ments. Under such a father, and at one of the princi- 
pal dissenting seminaries of England, was the subject 
of this notice educated for the church. He was set- 
tled, for a number of years, as a dissentmg minister, 
at Chowbert, Lancashire. About the commencement 
of the French revolution, when party feeling ran high, 
Judge Toulmin became obnoxious to the ruling party, 
from the freedom with which he wrote, and the bold- 
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‘<The Christian.’’ 


Tue first number of a weekly paper, with the above 
title, was issued at Philadelphia on the 24th of last 
month. It is devoted chiefly to the support of liberal 
views of religion. A perusal of its original articles 
has led us to anticipate the most beneficial conse- 
quences from its dissemination. The following extract 
is from the editorial address. 


**We this day present to our readers the first number of ‘the Chris- 
lian,’ the chief object of which, as we stated in our prospectus, is, to 
explain, defend, and enforce the principles of a scriptural faith, and 
to promote piety towards God, and benevolence to man. Our aim is 
to awaken a spirit of free inquiry on religious subjects, to turn the 
public attention from human formularies of taith to the study of the 
sacred writings, to bring into more geveral use the true principles of 
scriptural interpretation , and to exhibit to our readers the religion of 
the Son or Gop, in its primitive purity, simplicity, and beauty. 

“We respectfully solicit the patronage of all such as are friendly to 
these objects, to whatever sect or denomination of christians they may 
belong. If we know ourselves, we are not induced to engage in the 
present work by a spirit of sectarism, but by a spirit of love for the 
truth. Believing as we do, that religion is incomparably the most 
important subject that can possibly engage the human mind, and per- 
suaded as we are, that its prevalence and effects will correspond very 
much to the manner in which it is presented to the understanding and 
heart, we feel it to be our most sacred duty to do what, through the 
good providence of Almighty God, we find to be in our power, toward 
the promotion of religion, pure and undefiled, among our fellow men.” 


The design of this paper includes literary articles, 
original and selected poetry, and a summary of passing 
events. What has been given in the present number, 
in these departments, is full of interest. If our good 
Opinion can be of any service to the conductors, we 
give it heartily, together with our best wishes for their 
success. 
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Virtue the great End of Christianity. 


Tux principal object of religion is to inculcate the 
moral duties, and furnish motives and aids to the dis- 
charge of them. This appears to us so obvious a truth, 
that we are almost afraid of appearing trite in offering 
any remarks for the purpose of illustrating and en- 
forcing it. Yet it is a truth, which is in danger of 
being forgotten or neglected, in consequence either of 
a disposition to find something marvellous in religion, 
a fondness for abstract parts of controversy, an ardour 
of natural temperament in some, that requires to be 
constantly supplied with objects of excitement, or in- 
dolence, that prompts others to seek an easier and 
shorter road to heaven, than that of fidelity in observ- 
ing the precepts and submitting to the restraints of the 
gospel. It is the error of the present, and has been 
perhaps, of all ages, to place goodness in something 
else, than enlightened piety, and a tenor of life uni- 
formly consistent with rectitude and benevolence. 

If any thing we can say, has the effect of recalling 
men to the plain old path of virtue or moral righteous- 


ness, of impressing on their minds, in deep and per- 
21 
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prisoner, shall, at the last day, be accepted; while 
those who have neglected offices of compassion and 
humanity, shall be cut off from happiness. ‘The moral 
duties are in the foregoing, and in numerous other 
passages of the Scriptures, distinctly inculcated. Our 
Lord, it may be observed, in discoursing to the people 
from the mount, ts occupied almost exclusively in 
explaining and enforcing them. 

‘The importance attributed to them may be inferred 
from various parts of the sacred writings, in which they 
are not formally described. We are instructed to 
consider, that faith is no further useful, than it is pro- 
ductive of good works, acts of rectitude, kindness and 
mercy;—though great enough to remove mountains, it 
is of no avail without these. 

Appearance, profession, pomp and show of religion, 
are not all. A tree is not valued for its leaves, but 
for its fruit. Knowledge, correct opinions, and faith, 
constitute a preparation for a work, not a substitute 
for the performance of it; they assist our virtue, but 
are not virtue itself. We are taught, that no oppor- 
tunity of doing good, or of advancing on the road of 
excellence is to be lost; no talent is to be abused, or 
lie unemployed. Those to whom little is given are 
admonished to use this little well; those to whom much 
is given must do more. 

Religion then demands of us various moral duties. 
It proposes to secure a faithful discharge of them by 
exerting an influence over the temper and heart. It 
demands dispositions as well as actions. It endeavours 
to form in us correct habits and manners; to compel 
us, so far as moral instruction has an eflicacy, to dis- 
charge faithfully all the offices, that become us in the 
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revelation to supply those, which had not been thought 
of; te place them all on the most broad and sure 
foundation; and enforce them by proper sanctions. 
One of the chief excellences of Christianity, consider- 
ed as a revelation, is, that it furnishes the most effectual 
motives, and aids to duty. The idea has been express- 
ed, that the direct object it proposes is **to supply mo- 
tives, not rules, sanctions, not precepts.” Few are 
ignorant in what manner they ought to act, but most 
persons want a motive to duty; they want, at least, 
strength of motive sufficient to enable them to resist 
the seductions of the appetites and passions, to over- 
come the force of temptation. The rules with which 
they are furnished by the light of the understanding 
want authority. They may indeed be led by their own 
reflections to perceive the advantages of virtue, and 
the regret and misery that often attend vice in the 
present world; but they have need of a more powerful 
motive to deter them from the one, and assist them to 
persevere in the other. Religion supplies this motive- 
It enforces the practice of our duty by the most effica- 
cious sanctions, by teaching a future state of retribu- 
tion. It instructs us that a cheerful discharge of our 
duty with proper views and feelings, will be attended 
with advantage to ourselves forever. It presents to 
our thoughts the happy fruits of a good life, which we 
shall continue to reap throughout eternity. Our im- 
perfect goodness, if it be all of which we are, in the 
present state, capable, will meet the approbation of 
our master, and, through the mercy of God, be ac- 
cepted in the place of perfect righteousness. We are 
informed, that no act of virtue or benevolence, how- 


ever little it may cost. us, will be forgotten; he that 
21* 
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will be admitted, however, by every man of reflection, 
that they are such, that ‘‘nothing in this world can 
make it worth while to incur them. Let a person 
compute all the pleasures of vice and folly the longest 
life can promise him, he will find the utmost amount 
of them immeasurably outweighed” by the loss he will 
sustain hereafter. This thought should effectually dis- 
courage us from sin. It is enough to show, that the 
sinner makes a foolish, a mad choice. 

Religion, then, inculcates the moral duties, and | 
enforces them by powerful sanctions. It supplies 
those motives, which are wanting without it. It thus 
teaches with an authority, with which philosophy 
ney 2r taught. 

If the views we have presented be correct, there is 
an inseparable connexion between religion and pure 
morals, good works, virtue. By virtue is to be under- 
stood a ‘performance of our whole duty.” It includes 
all those good affections, principles, feelings, and ha- 
bits, after which we are taught by the dictates of rea- 
son and the precepts and example of Jesus to aspire. 
To produce in us this virtue, is the great end, which 
moral and religious instruction labours to accomplish. 
The primary object of Ged, in conversing with man 
through prophets and messengers, has been to render 
him better, to deter or recall him from sin, to assist 
him in becoming and remaining virtuous. This is the 
principal object of all the discoveries, the precepts, 
the promises and threatenings, the institutions and 
ordinances, of the gospel; the object of the life and 
ministry of Jesus, of his instructions and example, of 
his sufferings and death. ‘‘He gave himself for us, 
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affections. It is then we display its power; then may 
we expect to enjoy its consolation in affliction, and its 
hopes in death. It will enliven the chamber of sick- 
ness, become the support of age, and a guide to im- 
mortality and heaven. A. L. 


—— 


Liberality of the Quarterly Review. 


Mr. Epiror, 

Notwithstanding the high ground which the Quar- 
terly Review has sometimes thought fit to take upon 
points of orthodoxy, yet, such is the vast information 
and enlightened philosophy of its conductors, that it 
frequently meets the friends of free inquiry on their 
own standing, and astonishes us with its liberality and 
good sense. I reewlleet, at this moment, in proof of 
my statement, the concession of that work respecting 
the disputed passage in John’s First Epistle, and par- 
ticularly the compliment recently paid to our excellent 
countryman, Dr. Channing, and the copious extract 
which followed from his Dudleian Lecture. I now 
enclose for your insertion another very interesting pas- 
sage to the same purpose, taken from the fifty-seventh 
number, the last which has been printed in this coun- 
try. I could wish, Sir, that Dr. Miller, and many of 
his nervous friends, who take such palpitating alarms 
at the apparently latitudinarian views of unitarians, 
would read and ponder this passage well. I could also 
wish that the Quarterly Reviewers themselves would 
sometimes attend a little to their own principles, when 
they think it their duty, for mere church and state 
purposes, to pour their contempt and odium upon the 
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tural days, determined by the revolution of the earth 
on its axis, but as indefinite periods of time; and to 
this explanation, Mr. Buckland seems disposed in that 
lecture to incline. Others object to it with great vehe- 
mence, as wholly incompatible with the institution of 
the Sabbath, which is manifestly set forth as the seventh 
day; and therefore they contend that the other six 
must necessarily be regarded as days in the same 
sense, and of the same kind. 

‘¢Instead of presuming to decide peremptorily in this 
matter, our object will rather be to caution the friends 
of religion against a rash and possibly mischievous 
mode of vindicating their opinions. We beseech them 
to bear in mind that similar alarm has been taken, and 
similar zeal manifested for the cause of religion, in 
several instances, which have all terminated in estab- 
lishing the points so much dreaded; and yet christian- 
ity, so far from receiving a shock, has only emerged 
from the controversy with increased vigour and lustre. 
It is hardly necessary to remind them of the persecu- 
tions raised against the first teachers of the Coperni- 
can system of the universe. The doctrine was pro- 
nounced to be contradictory to the language of holy 
writ, and was accordingly condemned as false and 
impious. Nay, so late as the early part of the eighteenth 
century, when the Jesuits’ edition of Newton appeared, 
it was thought necessary by the editors to prefix an 
advertisement, disclaiming all belief in the system thus 
demonstrated, because it had been declared unscrip- 
tural by the church, and setting it forth only as a series 
of deductions from a false hypothesis. 

‘¢We would call to their recollection also the opinions 
formerly maintained, as to the plenary and even lite- 
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are firmly convinced that the institution of the Sabbath 
is a divine ordinance from the beginning—that the 
observance of it is enjoined as commemorative of the 
close of the great work of creation, and that its solemn 
obligation is expressed by the parallel which it pleased 
God to draw between the progress of his own works, 
and the destined employment of that being whom he 
made in his own likeness. Yet no one can believe, 
when it is said God rested from his works, that he 
really underwent fatigue and required repose. The 
same principle of accommodation to our perceptions 
and modes of speaking must be admitted here as it is 
in a thousand other passages of Holy Scripture. Our 
duty cannot be mistaken, whatever interpretation we 
may put upon the disputed words; and it is this duty 
which it is the main purpose of that volume to declare 
and to impress upon us. 

‘¢We would further ask those who contend for the 
strict letter of Scripture, and for the mystical corres- 
pondence of the several days of the week with the or- 
der of the creation, upon what authority they have 
transferred the character of Sabbath from the seventh 
to the first day? The reason we do not ask for, for 
that is well known, but the authority. The answer 
must be, that in this particular a constructive and tra- 
ditional rule has been allowed gradually to supersede 
a positive command. Nay, it is well known, that 
within the church itself the practice has varied. For 
although the Lord’s day has from the first been the 
weekly festival of Christians, yet the transfer of the 
Sabbatical rest from labour to that day was by no 
means uniform, nor did it form one of the canonical 


ordinances of the church in the first three centuries. 
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violent hand. It teaches us to propose our opinions, 
when they militate against the conscientious impres- 
sions of others, in the most inoffensive form, not to 
take a malicious pleasure, as is sometimes done, in 
perplexing the mind or alarming the religious feelings 
of our neighbour—or to be forward in boasting our own 
superiority, and our freedom from his prejudices.” 


—_——_ -— 


Incomprehensibility of God. 


For the Unitarian Miscellany. 


‘*' GO FORWARD—BUT HE IS NOT THERE; AND BACK- 
WARD—BUT I CANNOT PERCEIVE HIM.” 


Wuere art thou—Tuxov! source and support of all 
That is or seen, or felt; Thyself unseen, 
Unfelt, unknown,—alas, unknowable! 
I look abroad among thy works—the sky, 
Vast, distant, glorious with its world of suns,— 
Life-giving earth,—and ever-moving main,— _ 
And speaking winds;—and ask if these are Thee? 
The stars that twinkle on, th’ eternal hills, 
The restless tide’s outgoing and return, 
The omnipresent and deep-breathing air— 
Though hail’d as gods of old, and only less— 
Are not the Power I seek; are thine, not Thee! 
I ask Thee from the past; if in the years, 
Since first intelligence could search its source, 
Or in some former unremember’d being, 
(If such, perchance, were mine) did they behold Thee? 
And next interrogate futurity— 
So fondly tenanted with better things 
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Mortality and Immortality. 
From an Essay upon Epitaphs, by Coleridge. 


SimonIDES, it is related, upon landing in a strange 
country, found the corse of an unknown person, lying 
by the sea side; he buried it, and was honoured 
throughout Greece for the piety of that act. Another 
ancient philosopher, chancing to fix his eyes upon a 
dead body, regarded the same with slight, if not with 
contempt; saying, ‘‘See the shell of the flown bird!” 
But it is not to be supposed that the moral and tender 
hearted Simonides was incapable of the lofty move- 
ments of thought to which that other sage gave way at 
the moment while his soul was intent only upon the 
indestructible being; nor, on the other hand, that he, 
in whose sight a lifeless human body was of no more 
value than the worthless shell from which the living 
fowl had departed, would not, in a different mood of 
mind, have been affected by those earthly considera- 
tions which had incited the philosophic poet to the per- 
formance of that pious duty. And with regard to this 
latter, we may be assured, that if he had been desti- 
tute of the capability of communing with the more 
exalted thoughts that appertain to human nature, he 
would have cared no more for the corse of the stran- 
ger, than for the dead body of a seal or a porpoise 
which might have been cast up by the waves. We re- 
spect the corporeal frame of man, not merely because 
it is the habitation of a rational, but of an immortal 
soul. Each of these sages was in sympathy with the 
best feelings of our nature; feelings, which, though 
they seem opposite to each other, have another and a 

22* 
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whole course of his ministry he pronounced it with a 
distinctness, authority, and power, which were before 
unknown. He commissioned his disciples to preach 
it among all the nations of the earth. They did preach 
it. It still is preached; and it must continue to be 
preached; it must be reiterated in the ears, and ad- 
dressed to the hearts and consciences of men, so long 
as they continue to be men—so long as they have pas- 
sions and appetites, desires, inclinations, hopes and 
fears—so long as imperfection is their lot, and happi- 
ness their aim. 

If you ask what is the reason for this constant call 
to repentance, I answer, it is this; God constantly de- 
sires the happiness of lis creatures, and there is no 
happiness without goodness. With vice it is wholly 
incompatible. ‘There is no pollution so dreadful as the 
pollution of wickedness; there are no pangs so bitter 
as the pangs of remorse; there is no being so miserable 
as the abandoned sinner. If, therefore, it is impossi- 
ble that true happiness should be our portion while we 
continue in sin, it is obvious that we must forsake sin 
in order to escape from misery; we must no longer re- 
main the bondmen of iniquity, if we would become 
heirs of God and heaven; in other words, if we would 
be happy, we must repent. This is the eternal and 
unalterable law of our nature and condition, the law 
by which we live and act, and are rewarded. We see 
then the reason why our Heavenly Father, who is full 
of compassion, calls his children to repentance; we see 
the reason why he has from time to time, through the 
mouth of his prophets and messengers, given to them 
the injunction, ‘*Wash ye, and make you clean;” 
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morality is enforced by considerations, than which it 
would be impossible to conceive of any more awful and 
impressive. They lift up the veil between this life and 
another, and as it were lengthen out the existence of 
man, without any interruption, and with all his hopes, 
his fears, and his accountability, through ages which 
have noend. ‘To such a prospect he cannot surely be 
insensible; by motives like these he cannot fail to be 
affected. He is assailed by temptation; but let him 
reflect, ere he yields to it, that he diminishes by his 
imbecility the sum of his everlasting good, and adds 
another pang to the accumulating and safely stored 
treasure of wrath and remorse. He is willing to abide 
the immediate consequences of transgression, and 
says, let them come! but is he willing that they should 
follow him beyond the grave, and follow him forever? 
He cleaves to his sins, and every day they acquire a 
fresh ascendancy over him, and he becomes more and 
more indifferent to the calls of reputation, and honour, 
and friendship, and interest; but will he not shake 
them off with desperate energy, when he knows that 
they are dragging tim lower and still lower down the 
dark descent of moral degradation, and estranging him 
further and still further from glory, and joy, and the 
vision of God? Will he not repent, when he is told 
that death puts no end to the retribution of his crimes, 
and that the tomb has no hiding place for his infamy? 
If he will not, there are no other motives which can 
be addressed to him in this world—a statue might 
open its marble lips, and exhort and rebuke him in 
vain. 

Thus does the revelation by Jesus Christ lead men 
to repentance. It offers to us, as the guide and law 
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only bewail our sins, but quit them; we must not only 
confess the folly and guilt of pursuing the broad road, 
but turn at once into the path of righteousness and life. 
The man who has fallen in a slippery way will never 
mend his condition by mourning and weeping; he must 
rise, and cleanse himself, and take better heed to his 
steps in future. ‘*Go, and sin no more,” is the lan- 
guage of the Gospel to all offenders. 

An application of this remark may easily be made to 
individual cases. It is no repentance in a thief to de- 
plore his crime, yet still continue to steal; nor in an 
irascible man to acknowledge the folly and sinfulness 
of unwarrantable anger, and the next moment fly into 
a passion at some accident or trifle. The miser’s re- 
pentance is liberality; the sluggard’s repentance is ac- 
tivity; the glutton’s and the drunkard’s repentance is 
temperance; the repentance of the envious man is 
candour; the repentance of the proud man is humility; 
and the repentance of the bigot—who needs repentance 
as much as any man—is charity. Whatever our sins 
and failings may be, we can only repent of them pro- 
perly by forsaking them, and adopting the opposite line 
of conduct. 

This observation enables us readily to comprehend 
the meaning of the Scripture phrases of regeneration 
and being born «gains phrases which have been the in- 
nocent cause of so much mysticism. When a sinner 
renounces his pernicious habits, gives up his evil prac- 
tices, is influenced no longer by his criminal disposi- 
tions, and from being faithless, worthless, earthly and 
sensual, becomes virtuous, respectable, and holy, he 
is, morally speaking, no more the same man;—his mo- 
tives are different, his language is different, his actions 
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brew and the Greek words in the instances adduced, 
answer to both the English words, and may be trans- 
lated by either of them indifferently. 

Sometimes it is used to express by itself the whole 
idea of turning from sin. Our Saviour, in applying 
the denunciation of the prophet Isaiah to the Jews of 
his time, says, ‘*Lest they should be converted, and I 
should heal them.” In this passage we must supply 
the words from their sins—Lest they should be con- 
verted, or turned, from their sins. When thus used, 
its signification is exactly that of repentance. 

The word conversion is once used in the New Tes- 
tament to signify, of itself, the idea of turning to the 
religion of Jesus, becoming a Christian. The passage 
in which it occurs is the third verse of the fifteenth 
chapter of Acts. ‘*And being brought on their way by 
the church, they [Paul and Barnabas] passed through 
Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the 
Gentiles; and they caused great jov unto all the bre- 
thren.”” Here, conversion is the term employed to 
convey the meaning which is elsewhere expressed by 
such phrases as ‘‘turning to the Lord,” ‘*believing the 
Gospel,” ‘‘obeying the Gospel,” and ‘receiving the 
Gospel.” They all signify the changing of a false and 
impure or imperfect religion, for a true and holy one; 
the acknowledgment of a superior rule, superior mo- 
tives, and superior sanctions. 

We are now prepared to consider the question, 
whether those persons who have always acknowledged 
the authority of the Christian law, and walked to the 
best of their ability according to its dictates, can pro- 
perly be said to need conversion. Is the call, Repent 


and be converted, of universal application at the pre- 
23 
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fess his Gospel; I endeavour to make it the rule ef my 
life; I fear its denunciations, I cherish its hopes, I re- 
joice at its promises, I feel, and am grateful for its 
consolations;—to what shall I be converted? You say 
I must experience a change of heart. I trust that it beats 
with gratitude to God, and with love toward all man- 
kind—and why should it be changed? It cannot 
change now, excepting to unholiness, unbelief, indif- 
ference, or fanaticism—and Heaven preserve it from 
such changes as those!” 

It may be said that this is the language of pride, 
It is not. The man of sincerest humility may use it 
the man, who while he is tremblingly conscious of his 
failings, is yet too well acquainted with the nature and 
requisitions of Christianity, to be frightened out of his 
common sense by the exhortations of misguided zeal, 
and the mystical perversion of scripture phraseology. 

Enough has been said to prepare us for the following 
conclusions. First; that the Scripture call to repen- 
tance and conversion is not addressed, in its original 
and unlimited sense, to those who from pure and reli- 
gious motives, lead upright lives. They are already 
Christians, if there are any Christians; and therefore 
the same language cannot without violence be applied 
to them, which was originally addressed to Heathens, 
They must, to be sure, watch over their ways, and 
correct whatever they see amiss in their temper and 
conduct; and they will always find enough which will 
need correction. This course may indeed be called 
successive acts of repentance; but a better general 


term is improvement. Improvement is the repentance 
of Christians, 
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themselves within the bounds of decency and order. 
But though God has in his mercy so connected our 
temporal interest with our virtue, that they shall in 
the event coincide, yet circumstances are not unfre- 
quently arising, which set them, for a season, at va- 
riance with each other; and on such occasions the tem- 
poral interest of the merely prudent man, which had 
generally recommended a course of uprightness, will 
now urge in a contrary direction. There are occa- 
sions, also, on which temporal interest does not seem 
to be required to interfere on one side or the other of 
a question of morality. There are sins which may be 
committed in perfect secrecy, and which consequently 
will not, in the eyes of the world, affect the character 
of him who is guilty of them. But true Christian 
principle is ever present and ever active, and ac- 
knowledges an Eye which sees im secret, and will 
prompt the man who obeys its authority, to perform a 
good action, and to refrain from a bad one, in dark- 
ness as well as in light, in his inner chamber as well 
as at the corner of the street—whether there are. no 
regards but those of the Almighty on his doings, or a 
whole world is looking on to applaud or to condemn. 
Finally. If repentance be sincere reformation, if it 
shows its sorrow for the sins of the past by the virtues 
of the future, it is not to be neglected or deferred. A 
man cannot more miserably deceive himself than by 
supposing that he may go on in his evil courses, adding 
new strength to old vices, till he comes to the very 
brink of his grave, and then avert his sentence by a 
few prayers and tears before he drops into it. God 
save us from the presumption of prescribing bounds te. 
his mercy or ways to his wisdom! but we may. safely 
23* 
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feverish and indefinite excitements for the spirit and 
power of godliness. 


SS 


Jeremy Taylor on Death-bed Repentance. 
From his Holy Dying. 


Ir therefore any man shall teach or practice such 
religion that satisfies all our natural desires in the days 
of desire and passion, of lust and appetites, and only 
turns to God when his appetites are gone, and his de- 
sires cease, this man hath overthrown the very being 
of virtues, and the essential constitution of religion. 
Religion is no religion, and virtue is no act of choice, 
and reward comes by chance, and without condition, 
if we only are religious when we cannot choose, if we 
part with our money when we cannot keep it, with our 
lust when we cannot act it, with our desires when they 
have left us. Death is a certain mortifier; but that 
mortification is deadly, not useful to the purposes of a 
spiritual life. When we are compelled to depart from 
our evil customs, and leave to live that we may begin 
to live, then we die to die; that life is the prologue to 
death, and thenceforth we die eternally. 

S. Cyril speaks of certain people that chose to wor- 
ship the sun because he was a day-god; for believing 
that he was quenched every night in the sea, or that 
he had no influence upon them that light up candles 
and lived by the light of fire, they were confident they 
might be Atheists all night, and live as they list. Men 
who divide their little portion of time between religion 
and pleasures, between God and God’s enemy, think 
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unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God. Its object is to explain what it is to preach 
Christ properly and truly, and to defend the general 
principles observed in their discourses by liberal and 
unitarian preachers. The following extract may fur- 
nish an answer to the charge so often brought against 
us that we preach mere morality. 


‘*Mere moral lectures, which a heathen philosopher might have 
preached as well, will not answer; nor will pomp of words, or of 
wisdom; nor ingenious and subtle disquisitions respecting the founda- 
tion of morals, or the fitness of things, or the beauty of virtue, or the 
counsels of a mere worldly prudence. All this may be very well in 
its place, and it need not be entirely excluded from the pulpit; but it 
is not preaching Christ; and that minister will find himself to have 
sadly erred, who depends upon it mainly for suecess, We find none 
of it in the discourses of the Saviour—none of it in the preaching of 
the apostles. It was not by such means, that Christianity was esta- 
blished, or the Reformation begun; nor is it by such means, even at 
the present day, and notwithstanding all the changes that have taken 
place, that interest and popularity can be given to any system of doc- 
trines, or the bulk of any congregation be kept awake, or their souls 
saved from death. Morality, it is true, must be preached, and mor- 
ality chiefly, and almost exclusively; but it must be christian moral- 
ity—a morality founded on christian principles, guarded by christian 
sanctions, and breathing a christian spirit—a morality, which is the 
fruit, or rather the expression, of faith—a morality, which looks for 
its principal motives, encouragements, and examples to the Scrip- 
tures—a morality, like that inculeated in the Sermon on the Mount, 
of the affections, and thoughts, and soul—not a morality of conve- 
nience, or mere good nature, or temporary expedients; but one of 
conviction and fixed principle—a morality including not only our du- 
ties to our fellow men, but our duties to our Saviour, and our God; 
the duties of piety, and devotion, and worship—a morality, not of 
earth, earthy; but of heaven, heavenly—not confined in its authority 
or prospects to the world we live in, nor to the narrow bounds of 
raortal life and mortal experience; but connecting the creature with 
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holiness; and whilst you allow that many men, who espouse erro- 
neous sentiments, do honour to the gospel by the sanctity of thei 
lives, at the same time show, that it is not from their errors, but from 
the trnths, which they mingle with them, this good effect has been 
derived. They believe in God, and in the essential doctrines of the 
gospel. They have built a house of precious materials on the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; but they have, to their own discomfort, encumbered it 
with stubble, which in some measure excludes the light of heaven. 
When however this useless matter is removed, the building, which 
has been fitly framed together, will remain; and it will appear to be, 
what it is in effect, an holy temple in the Lord.” 


The conclusion of the charge is deeply impressive. 


**I concLupE my address with this solemn charge; whenever you 
meditate the subject of a discourse, consider yourself in the presence 
of a holy Being, to whom you are accountable for all your words. A 
belief, that his eye beholds you, will guard your mind against the in- 
trusion of vain thoughts; and it will lead you to reject the subjects, 
from which a profitable moral cannot be extracted, and which do not 
tend to promote the glory of God and the interests of religion. Ina 
word, be a devout christian, and you will then be a zealous and 
edifying preacher, Whilst your meditations are accompanied with 
humble prayer to the Father of spirits, you will have reason to hope, 
that he will be graciously pleased to assist you in your sincere endea- 
vours to write his law upon the tablet of your heart, and in your dili- 
gent search to find out acceptable words, by which you can impress it 
deeply on the hearts of your fellow men.” 


From the rniGuT HAND OF FELLOowsHIP, by the Rev. 
Mr. Peabody, of Springfield, we make the following 
quotation, alluding to the situation of the church. 


‘““The brethren of this church and society will receive our congra- 
tulations! You have stood fast in the liberty, with which Christ hath 
made you free; and he hath rewarded your fidelity at last. We 
sympathize with your joy, which ought not to be less; we sympathize 
with your hopes, which will not be disappointed. Well may we re- 
joice with you; for a delightful vision of happiness is opening, not to 
you only, but to the land in which you dwell. The spirit of dissen- 
sion has been abroad; and we have been troubled with those angry 
questions, that engage men’s hearts precisely in proportion, as the 
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Efficacy and Obligation of the Lord’s Supper. 


"Tris division of our subject is inseparably con- 
nected with the last.* The efficacy of the Lord’s Sup- 
per is to be determined from its nature and its design— 
from what it is adapted, and what it was intended to 
effect. This is so evident, that it admits of no ques- 
tion; and this being granted, it follows most certainly 
and undeniably, that if in its nature and design it is a 
commemoration of our Saviour, and nothing more, 
all that can be advanced concerning its efficacy, must 
rest on this view of it, and on this alone. As soon as 
we come to talk of a design which was never expressed, 
of influences which were never promised, and of effects 
which were never intimated, by Jesus or his apostles, 
at that moment do we forsake the only true guide on 
this subject, which is the Scriptures, and enter a la- 
byrinth of error and darkness. 

To inquire, therefore, what is the efficacy of the 
communion, is to inquire what effects will naturally be 
produced by a solemn remembrance of our Lord. 


* Contained in the number for last December. 
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are still more deeply touched, when we consider, that 
it was for our sakes he bore them. We hasten from 
the cross to the tomb; where we are told by two an- 
gels of light, that our Lord is not there, but 1s risEw! 
His ignominious crucifixion becomes closely united in 
our thoughts with his glorious resurrection; and our 
souls are lifted up to the heaven, to which he has as- 
cended, and the contemplation of God, to whose right 
hand he is exalted. The most lively gratitude is ex- 
cited by the momentous and affecting truth, that Jesus 
laboured thus incessantly, and suffered thus severely, 
to redeem us from the wretched slavery of sin, to lead 
us out from the thick shades of ignorance, and guide 
us to the path of safety and happiness; to furnish us 
with hopes and consolations, which should direct and 
animate our holy endeavours, support our fortitude in 
the trials of life, preserve us steadfast amid its changes, 
strengthen us under the burthen of its woes, heal our 
spirits when wounded and our hearts when broken, 
wipe away our tears, hush our repinings, and lead us 
through all the vicissitudes of a fleeting world, to 
another and a brighter, which will never pass away. 
The stated commemoration of our Lord would, hew- 
ever, be little better than useless, if it produced no- 
thing but feelings and reflections. But this can hardly 
be the case. Feelings and reflections like those which 
I have described, are almost necessarily practical. 
We cannot be the disciples of Christ, unless we re- 
ceive his instructions; he cannot be our Saviour, unless 
we obey his laws. We cannot become the heirs of 
his promises, unless we perform the conditions which 
are annexed to them. Therefore, if true gratitude for 
the blessings purchased by his death, finds its way 
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the evils of neglecting it will be identified with the 
spiritual and moral wants which the loss of those 
benefits will occasion. ‘That commemoration of our 
Saviour, which powerfully invites us to imitate and 
obey him, and which is naturally productive of holy 
thoughts, good resolutions, and virtuous actions, must 
be eminently beneficial to us; and as the rite of his 
Supper is peculiarly adapted to promote those ends, 
and as it is the commemoration which he himself ap- 
pointed for the purpose, the obligation of performing 
it is surely of the highest and strongest kind, an 
obligation both of interest and of gratitude,—and if 
we disregard it, our punishment will be the natural 
and inevitable consequences of the omission of our 
duty, and neglect of an important mean of virtue and 
holiness, pointed out to us in the last injunctions of 
our Master. 

From the account which has been given of the na- 
ture, design, and efficacy of the Lord’s Supper, it will 
also be easy to determine the proper qualifications of 
communicants. And here is the advantage of adher- 
ing closely to the scriptural relation. ‘The divisions of 
our subject depend mutually on each other, and every 
question arising from it is settled at once by reference 
to the supreme authority. We must NoT LEAVE THE 
Bizsie. . This is an exhortation which I cannot too fre- 
quently repeat; for I am sure that the Scriptures will 
lead us to simple and satisfactory results on this sub- 
ject, and that it has been by wandering from their 
guidance, that men have plunged themselves into so 
many disputes, doubts, superstitions, follies, and 
fears.—If then we find from the words of our Saviour, 
that his design in establishing this rite, was to keep 
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our gratitude, service, and love. They who do not 
acknowledge this claim cannot be addressed as Chris- 
tians, and with such I have nothing to do; but to those 
who do acknowledge it, I would say, how can the na- 
ture of that claim be altered hereafter by a simple 
declaration of your own, by repeating a few words, 
or signing your name toa form of belief? Your pre- 
sent enjoyments are either innocent, or they are not; 
if they are, where do you learn that such enjoyments 
are forbidden? If they are not, where do you learn 
that you can pursue unlawful pleasure at any time, 
without manifesting ingratitude, and forfeiting the fa- 
vour of God? 

Nothing can be further from my intention, than to 
give an impression that the communion of the Supper 
is to be regarded as an indifferent, thoughtless celebra- 
tion. After what I have said on the former divisions 
of the subject, as well as on this, it is unnecessary for 
me to assert, that [ consider it as a solemnity of the 
most useful, serious, and affecting nature. But | also 
consider it as a mean of promoting and confirming 
holiness, rather than as a necessary indication of ex- 
traordinary virtue, a token of monastic gloom and 
severity, and a terror to all the permitted delights and 
relaxations of existence. 

I know that a humble timidity and fear of touching 
holy things with unholy hands, is a cause why many de- 
fer their attendance on this rite to some future period, 
when they shall feel more confident of their spiritual 
qualifications. But such misgivings, though they de- 
serve to be treated tenderly, are not the less erro- 
neous. ‘They conduct the individual who listens to 





no0du 
IAIIS 
yenb 
Udy 
[} tay 
fjoy 
iI 
Blas 
DAIS 
10.1} 
joy 
suod 
soul 
oul 
[+ Jo 
u0ly 
y} SI 
DAIS 
Ni 
nOA 
3M 
Bu} 
due 
} ft 
uds 
10 
ap 
m} 
YM 
v1} 
ov 
no 





JO d[OYA JY} 0} WIE[O B JOU daM ‘aoUapTAOI [NJloJIUl 
e fq passaiq pue peuejyStjue ‘popuajap ‘pazaoddns 
‘paystinou ‘pouoiysey pu pauls0J UIBq VAY 0} JI SL 
{{UNPIAIPUI BY} JO Jasse o19UI v Aq PasNoUT aq PpNod 
suoneSijgo meu Aue yey} ajqissod aia WI JL Sy jsuoy 
-vSijqo Mou Surumnsse pox jo ainjzvasa w—zsuones 
-1]q0 snoIS1ja1 MoU Surumnsse JO y]e2 02 ULYy) ‘poopurT 
‘UIVA JOU 9 UBD BYAA “WOLSIja1 JO suOTjOURS pue 
svarjom oy) qe Aq poambo.s Ayyenba yeu st yorym oly 
jo Sem v sasinbas 41 yey} 10 *py1oM 9Y} JO s}UsMEsNUE 
pUL S9NIIVS JUIOUUL IY} UO JOOP sy} SYI0] pue synys 
Ji Jey) Suoroajsad yo yeas v st az styy yey) sarjdurt 
YUM PAOM VB JOU SI 9194} fVapl Ue YONs saouvUI}UNOD 
yorya Ssainjdiisg ay} Ul PAO B }OU SI 9194} ING “AFIT 
pUy S1IUURU JO INOFi 999s" UB VyT] Suryjoutos sasod 
-wit puv Suonviedaid sepnonaed v spuewoep 31 3ey} vaprT 
uv fq uolunwwos oy} Suryovoidde woay posiajap oe 
ajdood Auvw yey} MOUY YT “SUOIjIIAUOD SI JOIPesyUOD 
0} JONpPUOD siy says 10 ‘wWIay} 0} YONpPUOD sty WAIOJUOD 
puv ‘A]paasasaiun wlsy} JUIPe 1ay}Ia YsnuI JoI;Iq Jo 
g]Na sty sainjdiiog ay} ayeUI 0} sassajyord oyM oy pue 
{Woy} SUIPIOAR OU SI 9.19Y} fa]qeIIABUL BIB SUOISN{IU09 
II J, *I19Y} BWOd 0} puNnog ‘pepueWWoOd *pazIAUL yng 
‘payipenb Ajuo jou 9Ie—a]qe} SsIy 0} awWOd 0} payiyenb 
aie ‘smex siy Aago pue sjdaoaid siy daay 0} arsap 
4SoU.1vd UY pUL‘Id}SVUT JI9y} SB WY 9ATId01 07 UOT}ISOd 
-SIp [NJ199y9 B SULUL [NUTS 0} 9.1N99S 0} PeIp pue pa.oy 
-jns dy Yo ‘suoTVjosu0D puR ‘sadur}sISse *sj}10ddns 
‘sSuissa}q 94} Jo osuas doap v ‘ad}9vIBYD sty 10} dUdI 
-9A01 B [99J OYA ADY} ZY} UII. YL St UITy}—suOn 
“njoset pooS ano 0} AyAyoe put yjSuer}s pur ‘sodoy 
INO 0} UOIVVWULUR ALS 07 SyzIey INO asva1IUT 0} Aqaray? 
pue ‘uorjda1INset pue yyeap siy jo ArowaW Vy} aArTe 


‘addngy s.psoy ayy fo uoynSygg pun havafy Bz 








Efficacy and Obligation of the Lord’s Supper. 285 


decent and sober community of Christians, and pro- 
bably never will. We learn from different parts of 
the chapter before us, that the Corinthians were in the 
habit of conducting themselves in the most tumultu- 
ous and disgraceful manner at the Lord’s Supper, 
making it, instead of a serious commemoration of their 
Saviour, a scene of contention, gluttony, and riot. 
In the twentieth and two following verses, St. Paul 
thus rebukes them. ‘*When ye come together, there- 
fure, into one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s Sup- 
per. For in eating, every one taketh before other his own 
supper; and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or 
despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have 
not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? 
I praise you not. For I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you;”—and he then 
proceeds to relate the institution of the Supper; prov- 
ing to them by so doing, that as a memorial of a mas- 
ter who laid down his life for their good, it should be 
observed with solemnity, and that nothing could be 
more ungrateful and unseemly, than to make it an 
occasion of disorder and intemperance. This was 
indeed to eat the bread and drink the cup of the Lord 
unworthily. But who would think of committing the 
same crime now? Who would think of being guilty 
of a shocking indecorum, which could only have been 
possible among new converts, who were ignorant of 
many of the important principles of the religion which 
they had adopted, and who had just emerged from 
utter moral darkness? Who would think of making 
the communion a feast—of carrying his separate pro- 
vision with him—of shaming his poorer neighbour by 
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lated. ‘‘For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all’? That St. 
James did not intend to say what our translators have 
made him express, is apparent both from the nature of 
the case, and from the context. How can he, who 
breaks one law of God, be actually as guilty, as he 
who breaks them all, or five, or two of them? The 
writer had no intention of advancing so strange a pro- 
position; and in the next verse he supplies us with a 
commentary, and fixes the meaning of the word which 
we are consi(lering. He continues, ‘For he that said, 
do not commit adultery, said also, do not kill. Now 
if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 
become a transgressor of the law.” By disobeying 
one commandment of God, the offender shows a dis- 
regard to that divine authority, which is the source of 
all of them, and is consequently guilty of disrespect 
to them all. This is exactly the meaning of the same 
word as used by St. Paul. By partaking of the com- 
munion in an indecent manner, the Corinthians gave 
evidence that they were unmoved by the remembrance 
of their Saviour’s sufferings, which the Supper was 
designed to commemorate, and thus became guilty of 
disrespect to the body and blood of the Lord. 

‘sBut let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup.” That is, let 
him seriously consider the purposes and signification 
of the rite, and the affecting circumstances of its in- 
stitution, and in this manner bring himself to a fit 
state of mind for its observance. 

‘*For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body.” By ‘‘not discerning the Lord’s body,” 
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Corinthian church, which cannot be expected to take 
place at the present time, and in the present state of 
christianity. There is nothing in it to alarm the 
conscientious, or to affect the conclusions which we 
have asserted with regard to the qualifications of com- 
municants. The rite of the Supper was instituted 
by our Lord a short time previous to his mournful 
death. It was intended as a memorial of the suffer- 
ings which he underwent for our sakes, and to excite 
those affections and determinations within us, which 
result in holy living and charity. Let all therefore 
who acknowledge the mission of Jesus Christ, and 
desire to imitate his character, and live according to 
his precepts, assemble around his table with reve- 


rence and soberness, but without scruple and without 
fear. 


_—_ 


Sir Isaac Newton’s Unitarianism. 


Mr. Eprror, 

In reading Sir Isaac Newton’s History of the text 
of the Three Heavenly Witnesses, lately published in 
the fourth number of Mr. Sparks’s valuable Collection 
of Theological Tracts, I could not but be curious to 
observe whether, in the course of his discussions, he 


ing world. Wherefore, my bretinren, when you have a meeting for 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper, stay for one another, that you may eat 
it altogether, as partakers all in common of the Lord’s table, without 
division or distinction, But if any one be hungry, let him eat at 
home to satisty his hunger, that so the disorders in these meetings 
may not draw on you the punishment above mentioned. What else 
remains to be rectified in this matter,1 will set in order when I 
come,’’ 


25 
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succeeds; but shows no regret at its loss, and offers no 
substitute in its stead. 

8. In the same section further on, in quoting the 
expression, **the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost,” 
as it is used in the form of baptism, he calls it, ‘the 
place from which they tried at first to derive the tri- 
nity.” I must say, that this sentence is conclusive 
with me as to the philosopher's theology. It almost 
amounts to a contemptuous blow levelled against all 
the ancient Trinitarians, and against the very doctrine 
itself. 

4. In section sixth, he says, ‘‘so then this interpre- 
tation seems to have been invented by the Montanists 
for giving countenance to their trinity.”? This would 
imply, that the trinity is not Newton’s trinity at 
least. 

5. In section fourteenth, speaking of the spurious 
text, as quoted in the trinitarian controversy, he 
affirms, ‘it is now in every body’s mouth, and ac- 
counted the main text for the business.’? This half 
playful reference to the subject, which runs indeed 
through the whole tract, demonstrates, I think, that 
the orthodox doctrine had no hold on his mind. 

6. That Newton did not believe in the pre -existence 
of Christ, is evident from his own commentary on 
this disputed passage, where his words are, in refer- 
ence to Jesus, ‘*being the Son of God, as well by his 
resurrection from the dead, Acts xiii. $3, as by his 
supernatural birth by the virgin, Luke i. 35.” This 
is really coming down to Socinus and professor 
Stuart. 
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cient versions; and from the Venetian presses it went 
soon after into Greece. Now the truth of this history 
will appear by considering the arguments on both 
sides.” 

He then begins with the arguments alleged for the 
genuineness of the verse, which he says are ‘*the au- 
thorities of Cyprian, Athanasius, and Jerome, and of 
many Greek manuscripts, and almost all the Latin 
ones.” 

The passages cited from Cyprian, are the two fel- 
lowing. ‘‘The Lord saith, ‘I and the Father are one.’ 
And again of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, it is 
written, ‘And these Three are One.’ ”—*‘If one bap- 
tised among heretics be made the temple of God, tell 
me, I pray. of what God? If of the Holy Ghost, since 
these Three are One, how can the Holy Ghost be re- 
conciled to him who is the enemy of either the Father 
or the Son?” With regard to these passages, Newton 
says, that he should have admitted them as good evi- 
dences for the genuineness of the text, could he have 
reconciled such an admission with the universal igno- 
rance he met with of the disputed reading in the next 
age, among the Latins of Africa and Europe, as well as 
among the Greeks. Had it been in Cyprian’s Bible, the 
Latins of the next age, when the whole Christian world 
were disputing about the trinity, and bringing forward 
all the arguments and texts, which could possibly be 
forced into the controversy, would certainly have been 
acquainted with a passage, which is the only one in the 
Scriptures, that even seems to assert the doctrine of 
trinity in unity. But the difficulty is easily cleared 
up, by considering, that the only words of the text 


quoted by Cyprian are, *‘And these Three are Une;” 
95* 
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his trinity, and then endeavours to strengthen the 
proof by quoting the much perverted text from John’s 
Gaspel, ‘‘1 and the Father are one;” which he would 
not have done, if he had known of the seventh 
verse. 

What is said of the testimony of Tertullian and 
Cyprian, may be also affirmed of that in the feigned 
disputation between Athanasius and Arius at Nice. 
The only words there cited are, ‘‘and these three are 
one.” And these words are made applicable to the 
trinity by the same mystical interpretation of the 
spirit, water, and blood, which was resorted to by the 
Greeks as well as the Latins. This is manifest from 
the annotations on this text in some of their manu- 
scripts. One manuscript is mentioned, which, over 
the words, ‘‘there are three that bear record [in earth] 
the spirit, the water, and the blood,” has this remark, 
that is, the Holy Ghost, and the Father, and He of Him- 
self. And against the words, ‘‘and these three are 
one,”’ is written, that is, one Deity, one God. 

From these marginal notes, the phrase in question 
gradually crept into the text. The first who is thought 
to have introduced it, is Jerome, in the preface to the 
canonical epistles, which goes under his name. In 
this preface, he complains that he had been accused 
by some of the Latins, of falsifying Scripture, by in- 
serting the disputed text; and he answers, that for- 
mer Latin translators had much erred from the faith, 
in putting only ‘‘the spirit, water, and blood,” and 
omitting the testimony of ‘‘the three in Heaven,” 
whereby the catholic faith is established. In this de- 
fence, he seems to say that he corrected the vulgar 
Latin translation by the original Greek; and this is 
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modern vulgar Latin, and those other modern versions 
which have been influenced by it. 

That it was neither in the original Greek, nor in the 
ancient versions, and that it was wholly unknown to 
the first churches, is most certain, by an argument 
alluded to before, that in all the vehement controversy 
which engaged the church both before and after 
Jerome’s time, this text of the heavenly witnesses was 
not once thought of; the writings of those times were 
very many and copious; and there is no argument or 
text of Scripture, which they do not urge again and 
again. So far indeed were they from citing it, that 
whenever they quoted the place in John’s epistle, 
where it has been so lately and unjustifiably inserted, 
they omit it altogether. The common way of quoting 
it was this; there are three who bear witness, the spi- 
rit, the water, and the blood, and these three are one. 
The words, in earth, are generally omitted. The 
names of Hesychius, Cassiodorus, Beda, Pope Leo the 
Great, and St. Ambrose, are mentioned; al! of whom 
were as late or later than Jerome; for Jerome did not 
prevail with the churches of his own time to receive 
the testimony of ‘‘the three in Heaven.” And for 
them to know his version, and not receive his testi- 
mony, was in effect to condemn it. 

As for the Greeks, Cyril of Alexandria quotes that 
part of St. John’s epistle twice, without the disputed 
text. Qicumenius, in his commentary on the place, 
omits the heavenly witnesses. So do Didymus Alex- 
andrinus, and Gregory Nazianzen, and Nicetas.— 
And it is observable, that as the Eusebians* had 
contended that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 


* A sect of Arians. 
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testimony of the three heavenly witnesses was absent 
from the received Scriptures in those ages. 

Will you now say, continues Newton in a playful 
strain, that the testimony of ‘‘the three in heaven” 
was razed out of their books by the prevailing Arians? 
Yes, truly, those Arians were crafty knaves, that could 
‘conspire so cunningly and slyly all the world over at 
once (as at the word of a Mithridates) in the latter 
end of the reign of the emperor Constantius, to get all 
men’s books in their hands, and correct them without 
being perceived; ay, and conjurers too, to do it with- 
out leaving any blot or chasm in their books, whereby 
the knavery might be suspecied and discovered; and 
to wipe away the memory of it out of all men’s brains, 
so that neither Athanasius, nor any body else, could 
afterwards remember that they had ever seen it in 
their books before; and out of their own dDooks too. 

This text was not in the Scriptures, therefore, in 
Jerome’s time, which was the point to be proved. And 
if it was absent then, we are bound to believe that it 
was absent from the beginning; unless some better 
argument can be produced to establish its authenti- 
city, than mere assertion, and an unsupported charge 
against the heretics. 

After this discussion of St. Jerome’s authority, the 
quesiion is taken up concerning those manuscripts 
which contain the testimony of the three in heaven.— 
It is not to be found in the manuscripts of any lan- 
guage but the Latin; it was not in the Latin till Je- 
rome’s time, and his authority has been already valued. 
From his version it crept into the Latin manuscripts, 
and from them into the printed Greek, without any 
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teenth centuries. In those ages St. Barnard, the 
schoolmen, Joachim, and the Lateran council, spread 
it abroad, and scribes began gradually to insert it into 
the text. 

The Latins, after Jerome’s version came into use, 
noted in the margin of their books, his corrections of 
the old vulgar Latin, and these the transcribers after- 
wards inserted in the text. They would not, of course, 
omit so important a one as the disputed passage. And 
to put the question at rest, there are footsteps of the 
insertion still remaining. ‘The passage is altered in 
different ways, and though the testimony of ‘the three 
in heaven,” is most generally placed before that of 
‘‘the three in earth,” in some copies it comes after it; 
the cause of which irregularity must have been, that 
the transcribers, finding the disputed text in the mar- 
gin, and not knowing exactly where to put it, some- 
times introduced it in the wrong place. 

After the above discussion respecting the Latin 
writers and manuscripts, Newton proceeds to show 
how, and when, the text of the three heavenly wit- 
nesses was transferred from the Latin to the Greek. 
Here it deserves especially to be noted, that ¢he verse 
was generally omitted in the first editions of the Greek 
testament, except in Spain. It was left out in the first 
and second editions of Erasmus, 1516 and 1519; in the 
edition of Francis Asulan, printed by Aldus in 1518; 
in that of Nicholas Gerbelius, 1521; that of Wolfius 
Cephalius, 1524; the Badian edition, 1526; and that of 
Simon Colinzeus at Paris, 1534.—-It was also about this 
time omitted in some editions of other western lan- 


guages, as in the Saxon and German editions of 
26 
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scripts of the Greek testament, do not contain all the 
sacred books. Some have the Gospels alone; some the 
Gospels and Acts; some the Epistles alone, or the 
Epistles and Gospels, and so on. Among Stephens’ 
fifteen manuscripts there were but seven which con- 
tained the Epistles; a fact, which is manifest from his 
citing these seven, and no others, in his various read- 
ings of that portion of the testament. In neither of 
these seven was the disputed text to be found; it was 
impossible that it should be in his other manuscripts, 
because they did not contain the Epis:les; therefore it 
was not ina single one of his manuscripts, instead of 
being, as Beza took it on himself to say, in eight of 
them. 

That the text was wanting in all Stephens’ manu- 
scripts, is further evident from the fact, that after dili- 


gent search, no manuscript containing it has yet been 
discovered in France. 


So the authority of the printed text rests on that of 
the editions of Erasmus and cardinal Ximenes. But 
it has already been seen that Erasmus inserted it from 
a principle of fear, and because he had been told that 
there was one manuscript in England which contained 
it. Newton suspects that there never was such a 
manuscript, and that the story of its existence was a 
fabrication. Since his time, however, it has been well 
- ascertained, that the same manuscript which Erasmus 
admitted as authority, is in the college library at Dub- 
lin, and that it is of no authority at all; for not only 
is it very modern, being probably written after the in- 
vention of printing, but the verse in question is evi- 
dently a translation from the Latin, by somebody who 
did not know much Greek; a fact betrayed by the 
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because the edition was chiefly printed after manu- 
scripts borrowed from the pope’s library; and when the 
Vatican manuscripts were afterward collated by com- 
mand of the pope, the disputed text was wanting in 
them all. Secondly; because a marginal note, which 


did not seem to be aware of the fact. The words of Calvin are, 
‘‘Quod dicit, tres esse unum, ad essentiam non refertur, sed ad con- 
sensum potius.”” The expression, three are one, must signify, in 
agreement, and not in essence. In the same manner says Beza; and 
Macknight’s paraphrase on the passage is, ‘“‘these three are one, in 
respect of the unity of their testimony.’? We are so often and heavily 
charged with glossing, that it is quite pleasant when we can get trini- 
tarians to gloss for us—and this is not the only time they have per- 
formed the office. If there is any thing éerrific in the matter to us, 
it is the unblushing perseverance with which a decidedly spurious 
passage has been kept in our Bibles, by those who ought to know 
better, and who do know better—we do not mean the writer of the 
remarks, for he appears to know little about it. ‘This to be sure is a 
subject ofterror; but it is the orthodox who ought to be startled by it, 
much more than ourselves, 

The writer says, that the reasoning in the article is forced and un- 
candid. We say, and any fair minded man would say, that it is a 
temperate, impartial discussion of the authority .of a certain mauu- 
script, and nothing more. It does not even assert that the text is 
spurious: though Griesbach, a trinitarian, has rejected it as of no aus 
thority, and put against it his lowest mark of spuriousness, 

Then as to what the editor says of Erasmus, and the ‘‘clumsy and 
boyish translation,” he ought to have known, that Erasmus had 
made a most cowardly promise, that if one manuscript should be 
found which contained the text, he would print it in his next edition, 
He was told of this manuscript in England, and he did print it— 
though he suspected all the time that it was a translation trom the 
Latin; Quangnam et hunc suspicor, ad Latinorum codices fuisse 
castigatum; those are his very words. 

We conclude cur remarks by observing, that the American editor, 
whoever he may be, had better not have meddled with such a sub- 
ject, till he had, at least, made himself acquainted with the first ele- 
ments of biblical criticism, 
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The above is the substance of Newton’s argument— 
an argument which has not been, and cannot be, con- 
futed; an argument which would have done honour to 
the greatest biblical critic of any age; and which 
proves that the poet Cowper truly called him 

Sagacious reader of the works of God, 
And in his word sagacious. 

We will now, as we promised, quote the whole of 
the two concluding sections. 

XXXV. Having given you the history of the contro- 
versy, I shall now confirm all that I have said from the 
sense of the text itself. For, without the testimony of 
‘sthe Three in Heaven,” the sense is good and easy, 
as you may see by the following paraphrase inserted in 
the text in a different character. 

‘©WHo IS HE THAT OVERCOMETH THE WORLD, BUT 
HE THAT BELIEVETH THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD, 
that Son spoken of in the Psalms, where he saith, 
‘Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.’ 
‘Tus is HE THAT, after the Jews had long expected 
him, caME, first ina mortal body, sy baptism of warer, 
anp then in an immortal one by shedding his BLoop 
upon the cross, and rising again from the dead; nor 
BY WATER ONLY, BUT BY WATER AND BLOOD; being the 
Son of God, as well by his resurrection from the dead, 
Acts xiii. 33, as by his supernatural birth of the Virgin, 
Luke i. 55, Anpir 1s rue Sprrir also rar. together 
with the water and blood, searRETH witness of the 
truth of his coming; BECAUSE THE SPIRIT Is TRUTH; 
and so a fit and unexceptionable witness. For THERE 
ARE THREE THAT BEAR RECORD Of his coming; THE 


Spirit, which he promised to send, and which was shed 
forth upon us in the form of cloven tongues, and in 
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can make none. If it be said that we are not to deter- 
mine what is scripture, and what not, by our private 
judgments; I confess it in places not controverted; but 
in disputable places, I love to take up with what I can 
best understand. It is the temper of the hot and su- 
perstitious part of mankind, in matters of religion, 
ever to be fond of mysteries; and for that reason, to 
like best what they understand least. Such men may 
use the apostle John as they please; but I have that 
honour for him, as to believe that he wrote good sense; 
and therefore take that sense to be Ais, which is the 
best; especially since I am defended in it by so great 
authority. For I have on my side the authority of the 
Fourth General Council, and, so far as 1 know, of all 
the churches in all ages, except the modern Latin, and 
such others as have lately been influenced by them; 
and that also of all the old versions, and Greek manu- 
scripts, and ancient Latin ones; and nothing against 
me, but the authority of Jerome, and the credulity and 
heat of his followers. 

For to tell us of other manuscripts, without ever 
letting us know in what libraries they were to be seen; 
to pretend manuscripts, which, since their first dis- 
covery, could never be heard of; nor were then seen 
by persons whose name and credit we know; is plainly 
to impose on the learned world, and ought not to pass 
any longer for plain dealing ‘The “paniards tell us 
plainly that they followed the Latin, and by the au- 
thority of Thomas left out the clause, ‘*And these 
Three are One,” in the eighth verse, as inserted by 
the Arians. And yet St. Ambrose, St. Austin, Euche- 
rius, and other Latins, in the Arian age, gathered the 
unity of the Deity from this clause; and the omission 
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took charge of Transylvania University. The publica- 
tion before us is an answer of Mr. William G. Hunt, to 
an attack made on himself, in a newspaper, by the Rev. 
Nathan H. Hall. Four distinct charges are replied to 
with considerable force and spirit; but that with which 
we were most interested, is the one which refers to 
Mr. Holley. ‘The charge is thus stated by the writer 
of the pamphlet. 


**f am called ‘the echo of the President and his party;’ it is asserted 
that lam ‘known to go all lengths with them,’ and I am said to be 
‘under the wing of the President of Transylvania University,’ who is 


evidently referred to under the title of my master.’ ” 


To this abuse Mr. Hunt replies in an indignant and 
independent manner. ‘Take for instance the following 
paragraph. 

**What right has Mr. Hall, directly or indirectly, to pronounce me 
an infidel in disguise, or, which is the same thing, to say that I go all 
lengths with those whom he chooses to pronounce infidels in disguise? 
Every man, according to this system, who does not join these cru- 
saders in their anathemas against the president, and aid them in their 
efforts to destroy the university, is liable to be denounced as irreli- 
gious, immoral, socinian, and infidel, It is time for the community, 
for the really pious and sincere among the professors of religion of all 
denominations, to set their faces against this unchristian and vindictive 
spirit of persecution, I care not for the denunciations of Mr. Hall, 
Mr. M‘Farland, or the whole host of reverend slanderers. As it 
respects my religious opinions, | do not acknowledge any of them for 
my father coufessors, and however heretical they may choose to sus 
pect or pronounce me to be, I trust I shall never be found guilty of 
wantonly defaming my neighbour, or of exhibiting the spirit of a 
demon under the guise of a meek and humble follower of the Lamb.”’ 


He then notices, and directly contradicts, the coarse 
slanders which have been connected with Mr. Holiey’s 
name. ‘**Never have 1 witnessed,” he says, ‘*a more 
rancorous and vindictive spirit of persecution than has 
been exhibited towards Mr. Holley. Were he a mon- 
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ledged at the council of 
Nice, 

Dewey, Kev. Orville, his or- 
dination, 

Didymus Alexandrinus, 

Docetz, heretics, 

Doctrines. of Christianity, 
plainness of them, 


Dort, synod of, 88, Canons 
of, 

Drusius, 

Dublinensis Codex, 

EASTERN tale, 

Education Society, their 
bigotry, 


Egyptian Arabic version, 

Election, article on, 

English church, discordance 
ef opinions in the, 

Episcopius, 

Epistles, the, not avoided by 
unitarians, but explained 
by many of them, 

Epitaphs, extract from Cole- 
ridge’s essay On, 

Erasmus, on 1 John v. 7. 302. 
note, 

Eucharist, see Lord’s Supper, 

Eucherius, bishop of Lion, 

Eugenius, bishop of Carthage, 
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180 
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293 
297 


250 


271 


113 


123 
204 
297 
122 
32 
92 


86 
303 


103 
236 
296 
213 
51 
86 
67 
257 
504 


294 
300 


315 


Eunomians, a sect of Arians, 298 
Kusebians, a sect of Arians, 297 
Eusebius, 20/e, 125 
Eutyches, some aecount of 
him and his heresy, 126. 
Leo’s epistie against, 
Evagrius, bis Ecelesiastical 
History referred to, note, 
126, 
Example of Christ, 
Excommunicated persons, 
how to be avoided, 


298 


127 
12 
220 
F, 
Facunnvus, 294 
Faweett’s Sermons, extract 
from, 
Flavian, Leo’s epistle to, 
Form of God, Christ in the, 
phrase explained, 
Freeman, Kev. Dr. his charge 
at the installation of Mr. 
May, 
Free- will, article on, 
Fulgentius, 300 
Fuller, Dr. Andrew, his 
book on Socinianism, and 
attack on Dr. Priestley, 


176 
298 


37 


274 
211 


131 


G. 


Geneva Catechism,third part, 312 
Geology, its bearing on the 
Mosaic account of the crea- 
tion, 
Gerbelius, Nicholas, his edi- 
tion of the testament, 301 
Gibbon, on the grave of Nes- 
torius, note, 1°26 
Gop, his Providence not to 
be distrusted, 16. His fear 
actuates all honest believers, 
28. Does not require us 
to believe what we cannot 
understand, 33. Cannot 
be robbed of his perfec- 
tions, 39. Form of, the 
— defined, mote, 41. 
niluence of a knowledge 
of him, 83, His nature 
comprehended but by hime 
self, 95. Of faith in his 
unity, 207. His word, 2, 
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Passover, it is a memorial, 
142. Article on the, 218. 


Its efficacy and obligation, 277 
Luther, his doctrine of con- 
substantiation, 150 
M. 
MacxniGart, on 1 John vy, 7, 
note, 505 
Magistrates, their power, 221 
Mark iii, 29, 286 
Marriage of priests, 219 
Mary, Queen, her order for 
the execution of bishop 
Hooper, 108 
Mason, Rev. Dr. his farewell 
discourse, 138 
Maurice, Prince of Orange, 88 
May, Rev. S. J. installed at 
Brooklyn, 155, Services at 
his installation, 272 
Mediatorial office of Christ, 233 
Mental improvement, reli- 
gion its friend, 181 
Michaelis on the !’odex Mont. 
fortianus, note, 304 


Miller, Rev. Dr. his Letters 

on Unitarianism, and abuse 

of unitarians, 133. He and 

his nervous friends, 249 
Milton, on heresy, 105. Quo- 


tation from his Areopagi- 
tica, 189. Another from 
the same, 192 


Ministry ,qualifications for the, 215 


Monophysite heresy, mote, 126 
Monothelite heresy, note, 128 
Monttortianus Codex, 303 
Morality, christian, 273 
Morrison, Col. James, his le- 
gacy to Transylvania Uni- 
versity, 115. Sketeh of his 
life and character by pre- . 
sident Holley, 116 
Mortality and immortality, 257 
Mosaic account of the crea- 
tion, 250 
Mosheim, partial in his ac- 
count of the Polish unita- 
rians, 69 
Murdock, Professor, his dis- 
course on the atonement 
noticed, 193 


S17 
N. 
Nestorius, bishop of Con- 


stantinople, his opinions 
with regard to the person 


of Christ, 125, His exile 
and death, note, 126 
Netherlands revolt from 


Spain, and state of religion 

there, 87 
New Bedford, ordination at, 204 
Newton, Sir Isaac, Jesuit’s 

edition, of his works, 251, 

His unitarianism, 289, His 


history of 1 John v. 7, 292 
New year’s wish, from Faw- 
cett’s sermons, 176 
Nicene council, 123. Creed, 
ib. Fathers of the, note, 125 
Nicetas, 297, 298 
O. 
Oatus, how far lawful, 222 
Obituary, of the Hon George 
Cabot, 75. Of Mrs. Amy 
‘Toulmin, 119. Of Rev. 
William Christie, 150. Of 
Judge Toulmin, 237 
(Ecuinenicus, 297 
Oldenbarneveld, 88 
Ordination, at New Bedford, 
204. At Biddeford, 240 
Original sin, article oa, 210 
Orthodoxy, spirit of, 60, 235, 
236, 310. Not remarkably 
consistent, 65 
P, 
Patne, Thomas, works pub- 
lished by Carlisle, 190 
Passover, feast of the, its re- 
semblance to the Lord’s 
Supper, 142. its differ- 
ence from it, 143. Man- 
ner of its celebration, 143 


Peabody, Rev. Mr. his per- 
formance at Mr. May’s in- 
stallation. 975 

Pearce, bishop, his aecount of 
the Jewish customs at fes- 
tivals. 

Peirce, on the phrase, thought 
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Segismund, Prince John, tol- 
erates unitarians in Vran- 
sylvania, and was himself 


a Unitarian, 7t 
Simonides, story of him, 257 
Sin after baptism, 212 
Socinus, Lelius, and Faustus, 

revived unitarianism, 70 
Sparks, Rev. Jared, notice of 

the third number of his 

Cotiection, 28. His Inquiry 

noticed, 36. Extracts from 

his Inquiry, 45, 46. His 

donation to the Baltimore 

Unitarian Book Socicty, 

203, Fourth number ot his 

Colleetion, 289 
Spring, Dr, his church, 101, 102 
Stephens, Robert, his edition 

ofthe Testament, 302, His 

manuscripts, 303 
Stoinski, quoted, 68 


Stuart, professor, his doctrine 
of two netures, 129. Quoted, 168 
Stunica, his controversy with 


Erasmus, 306 
Supererogation, works of 212 
Synod of Dort, 88. Its con- 

stitution, 90 

T. 
Taytor, Jeremy, on death- 

bed repentance, 271 


Tertullian, quoted, 23. His 
testimony for 1 John v. 7. 294 

Testament, Old, article on 
the, 
Thayer, Rev. Dr. his address 
at Mr. May’s installation, 
Theodoret, his Ecclesiastical 
History referred to, notes, 
123, 

Theodosius, emperor, note, 

Theological institution 
Cambridge, 

Thirty-nine articles of unita- 
rianism, 

Three heavenly witnesses, 
text of the, 289, 

Toleration, remarks on, by 
Bishop Watson, 

Toulmin, Hon, Harry, obitu- 
ary of, 


210 
276 


124 

126 
at 

117 


205 
292 

21 
237 
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Transubstantiation, absurdity 
of the doctrine, 146. Ac. 
count of it, 147. Remarks 
on it, 148, Chillingworth’s 
remarks on it, mote, ib. 
Founded on misapprehen- 
sion of language, 

Toulmin, Dr. Joshua, 

Toulmin, Mrs. Amy, obitua- 
ry of, 

Treacy, Rev. Thomas, ordi- 
nation of. 

Traditions of the church, 

Transylvania, unitarians 
there, 

“Gransylvania university, 
(Kentucky) bequest to it, 

Treasures of the deep, 
poetry, 

Trinitarianism, state of the 
doctrine in Holland, 

Trinitariaus destroy the per- 
sonal unity of Christ, 103. 
Expose him tothe charge 
of equivocation, 

Truth, not to be shackled, 
189. Must prevail, 193. 
Cannot oppose truth, 

Two natures of Christ, his- 
torical sketch of the doc- 
trine, 121. Arguments 
against it, 


U, 


Untrantaw Book Society 
at Baltimore, 

Unitarian churches in Poland, 
Lithuania, &e 

Unitarian Fund Society in 
England 

Unitarianism, in Holland, 96. 
General progress of. 2U0. 
The thirty-nine articles of, 
205. Of Sir fsaac New- 
toa, 

Unitarian society 
burgh, 84, 
ed there, 

Unitarians, to be pardoned if 
in error, 28. False charges 
against them, 62. ji)© not 
conceal their sents .cnts, 
65. Among the best com- 


at Pitts. 
Church open- 
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